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THE PIBATE. 



CHAPTER I. 

The witch then raised her wither'd auD, 

And waved her waud on high, 
And, while she spoke the mutterM charm, 

Davk lightning fiU*d her eye. 

Meikle. 

«* This should be the stair,'' said the Udaller, 
blundering in the dark against some steps of irre- 
gular ascent-—^' This should be the stair, unless 
nay memory greatly fui me ; ay, and there she 
sits,'' he added, pausing at a half-open door, 
^^ with all her tackle about her as usual, and as 
busy, doubtless, as the devil in a gale of wind." 
As he made this irreverent comparison, he en- 
tered, followed by his daughters, the darkened 
apartment in which Noma was seated, amidst 
a confused c(dIection of books of various lan- 
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guages, parchment scrolls, tablets and stones in- 
scribed with the straight and angular characters 
of the Runic alphabet, and similar articles which 
the vulgar connected with the exercise of the for- 
bidden arts. Ilidre trete idso lying in the cham- 
ber, or hung over the rude and ill-contrived 
chimney, an old shirt of mail, with the head- 
piece, battle-axe^ atld l|aic0, ti^ich had once be- 
longed to it ; and on a shelf were disposed, in 
great order, several of those curious stone-axes^ 
formed of green granite, which ar^ often found in 
these islands, where they are called thunderbolts 
by the common people, who usually preserve them 
as a charm' of security i^ainst the effects of light* 
ning ; also a stone sacrificial kmfe, used perhaps 
for immiolating human victams, and one or two 
of the brasen implemedts called Celts, the pur- 
pose of which has tft>uUed the repose of 00 many 
antiquaries. A variety of oUier articles, some of 
which had neither name ncA* were capable of d^ 
scription, lay in oo&fttsion about the apartment ; 
and in one corner, on a quantity of withered seat- 
weed, reposed what ceemed^ at first vieWy to be a 
large unshapelydog^ but, wiidn ^een more ciose- 
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ly, proved to be a tame seal, which it had been 
Norna'^a amusement to domesticate. 

r 

This uncouth favourite bristled up in its cor- 
ner, upon the arrival of so many strai^gers, vrith 
an alertness »milar to that which a teri^trial dqg 
would have displayed on a similar occasion ; but 
Noma remained motionless, seated behind a table 
of rough granite* propped up by mis-shapen feet 
of the same malena), which, besides the old book 
with which she seemed to be busied, susbtined a 
cake of the coarse unleavened bread used by the 
poor peasants of Norway, together with a jar 6f 
water. 

- Magnus Troil remdned a minute in silence 
gMing upon hia kiMwonuui, whUe the singalarU 
ty of her mansion inspired Brenda with much 
fear,, and changed, though but for a moment, the 
melancholy and abstracted mood of Minna, into 
a feeling oi interest not unmixed with awe. The 
silence was interrupted by the Udaller, who, un- 
willing on the one hand to give his kinswoman 
offence, and desirous on the other to shew that he 
was.not daunted by a reception so singular, open« 
ed the conversa^on thus :-•«- 
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^ I ffte Jim good eVo, ooubb Ni 
daoghten and I hawe come br to see yoo.* 

Ncifiui niaed ber cjes finan her ToliBM, looked 
f dB at her ▼mton^ then let dicm qoietl^ smk 
down on the leaf widi which die seenwd to be 



^ Nay, eoosn,* said Magnos, ^ take your own 
tiane— -our baamesB with yon can wait yoor lei- 
sore. — See hae;, Minna, lAat a finrpPBgwct here 
isof thec^ie, acaroeaqnarterof aniileoff; yon 
may see the billows fareakmg on it topmast hi^. 
Our kinswoman has got a pretty seal too — ^Here, 
sealchie, my man, whew, whew T 

The seal took no further notice of the Udal- 
ler^s advances to acquaintance, than by uttering 
a low growL 

^* He is not so well trained,^ continued the 
ydaller, affecting an air of ease and unconcern, 
^' as Peter MacRaw*s, the old piper of Stomoway, 
who.had a seal that flapped its tail to the tune of 
Caberfite^ and acknowledged no other whatsoever. 
Well, coucoB,^ he concluded, observing that Nor- 
na closed her book, '^ are joa going to give us a 
welcome at last, or must we go further than our 
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blood-relation^s house to seek oae> and that when 
the evening is wearing late apace ?^ 

<< Ye dull and hard-hearted generatk»i, as deaf 
as the adder to the voice of the charmer,^ answer* 
ed Noma, addressing .them, ^^ why come ye to 
me?->-You have slighted every warning I could 
give of the coming harm, and now that it hath 
come upon you, ye seek my counsel when it can 
avaE you nothing.^^ 

^^ Look you, kinswoman,^^ said the Udalieri 
with his usual frankness, and boldness of manner 
and accent, ^^ I must needs tell you that your 
courtesy is something of the coarsest and the 
coldest. I cannot say that I ever saw an adder^ 
in regard there are none in these parts; but touch^ 
ing my own thoughts of what such a thing may 
be, it. cannot be termed suitable comparison to 
me.xHT to my daughters, and that I would have 
you to know. For old acquaintance, and certain 
othec reasons, I do not leave your house upon the 
instant; but as I came hither in all kindness and 
civility, so I pray you to receive me with the like, 
otherwise we will depart, and leave shame on your 
inhospitaUe threshold.'^ 

10 
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^* How^ !** mid. Noma, ^^ dare you use such 
bold language in the house of one from whom all 
men, from whom you yourself, come to solicit 
counsel and aid P They who speak to the Reim- 
keiuiar, must lower their voice to her before whom 
winds and waves huah both blast and biHow.^ 

^^ Blast and billow may hush themselves if they 
will,^ replied the peremptory Udallor, *^ but tliat 
will not I. I speak in the house of my firiettd as 
in my own, and strike sail to none.^ 

*^ And hope ye by this rudeness to compd 
me to answer to your interrogatories?'** replied 
Norna. 

*^ Kinswoman,^ replied Magnus Troil, ^ I 
know not so much as you of the old Norse sagas, 
but tliis I know, that when kempiea were wont, 
ilong since, to seek the habitations of the gall-dnip 
gons and spae-women, they came with their axes 
OQ their shoulders,and their good swords drawn in 
their hands, and oompdiled the power whom they 
iDToked to listen to and to answer them, ay wore 
it Odin himself.^* 

^^ Kinsman,^ replied Noma, arising firom her 
seat and coming forward, ^< thou hast qpoken 
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well and in good time for thyself and thy daugh- 
ters; for hadst thou turned from my thrediold 
without extorting an answer, monung'*8 sun bad 
never again shone upon you* The spirits who* 
serve me are jealous, and will not be employed in 
aught that may benefit huaaanity, ui^ess their 
service is commanded by the undaanted importu*. 
mty of the brave and the free. Andl now speak, 
what wottldst thou have of me F"^ 

** My daughter's health,"* replied Magnus, 
<< which no remedies have been able to restore.^ 

<< Thy daughter's health,'' answered Norna ; 
*^ and what is the maiden's ailment ?" 

" The physician," said Troil, " must name 
the disease. All that I can tell thee of it is*——" 

^ Be nlent," said Noma, interrupting him, ^< I 
know all thou canst tell me, and more than thou 
thyself knowest Sit down all of you— and thou, 
maiden," she said, addressing Minna, ^ nt thou 
in that chair," pointing to the place she had just 
left, ^^ once the seat of Giervada, at whose voice 
the stars hid their beams, and the moon herself 
grew pale." 

Minna moved with slow and tremulous step 
towards the rude seat which was thus indicated 
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to her> whidi was composed of stone^ IcNnaed uk 
to the shape of a chair by the rough and unskil-^ 
ful hand of some anciait Gothic artii^ 
. Brenda, creeping as close as possible to her fa- 
ther, seated.herself ak»ig,with him upon a bench 
at some distance from Minna, and kept her eyes, 
with a mixture of fear, pity, and anxiety, closely 
fixed upcm her. It would be difficult altogether 
to decypher the emotions by which this amiable 
and affectionate girl was a^tated at the moment. 
Deficient in her sister's predominating quality of 
high ima^nadon, and little credulous, of course, 
to the marvellous, she could not but entertain 
some yague and indefinite fears on her own- ac- 
count, concerning the nature of the scene whidi 
was soon to take place. But these Were in a man- 
ner swallowed up inherapprehai^ons on the score 
of her sister, who, with a frame so much weak- 
ened, spirits so much exhausted, and a mind so 
susceptible of the impressions which all around 
her was calculated to exdte, now sat pensively 
resigned to the agency of one, whose treatm^it 
might produce the most baneful effects upon such 
a subject. 
Brenda gazed at Minna, who sat in that rude 
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chiur of dark stone, her finely formed shape and 
limbs making the strongest contrast with its pon- 
derous and irregular angles, her cheek and lips 
as pale as day, and her eyes turned upward, and 
lighted with the mixture of resignation and ex- 
dted eitfhusiasm, whidi belonged to her disease 
and h^ character. The younger sister then look- 
ed on Noma, who muttered to herself in a low 
monotonous manner, as, gliding from one place to 
another, she collected different articles, which she 
placed one by one on the table. And lastly, Breo- 
da looked anxiously to her father, to gather, if pos- 
idble, from his countenance, whether he entertain- 
ed any part of her own fears for the omsequences 
of the scene which was to ensue, considering the 
state of Minna's health and spirits. But Magnus 
Troil seemed to have no such apprehensions^ but 
viewed with stern composure Nomad's prepara- 
tions ; and appeared to wait the event with the 
composure of one, who, confiding in the skill of a 
medical artist, sees him preparing to enter upon 
some important and painful operation, in the issue 
of which he is interested by friendship or by af- 
fection. 
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Noma, meanwhile, Went on wiird with her pre^ 
paratioD9, until she had placed on the stone table 
a yarietj of miscellaneous articles^ and among 
the rest> a small chafing dish f uU of charcoal, a 
crucible, and a pieee of thin 8heet4ead« She then 
spoke aloud— ^' It is well fhat I was aware of 
your coming hither«-Hiy, long before you your* 
sdif bad resolved it^-4iow should I else have been 
prepared for that which is now to bedonie?*-*Maid^ 
en,^ she continued, addressing Minna^ ^ wh^e 
lies thy pain ?** 

. The patient answered, by pressii^ bear hand to 
the left side of her bosom. 

" Even so,'' replied Noma, ^' even so— 'tis the 
site of weal or wpe. And you, her father and hf^ 
sister, think not this the idle speech of one who 
talks by guess-^ I can tell the ill, it may be that 
I shall be able to render that less severe, which 
may not, by any aid, be wholly amended. — The 
heart^-ay, the heart— touch that, and the eye 
grows dim, the pulse fails, the wholesome stream 
of our blood is choked and troubled, our limbs 
decay like sapless sea^weed in a summer's sun ; 
our better views of existence are passed and gcme ; 
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what femi^iis is the dream of lost happiness, <x 
the fear of inevitable eviL But the Rttmkeilnar 
must to her work^^^well it is that I have prepared 
the means.** 

She threw off her long dark<HX)lonred mantle^ 
and stood before them in her dibrt jacket <tf light- 
blue wadmaal, with its skirt of the same stuff, 
fandfullj embroidered with black velvet, and 
boubd at the waist with^a chain or girdle of siU 
ver, formed into singular devices* Norna next 
undid the fillet which bound her grizzled hair, 
and shaking her head wildly, caused it to fall in 
dishevelled abundance over her face and around 
her shoulders, so as almost entirely to hide her 
features. She then placed a small crucible on 
the chafing dish already mentk>ned,--*-dropped 
a few drops frckn a Vial on the charcoal below, 
—pointed towards it her wrinkled fore-finger, 
which she had previously moistened with liquid 
from another small bottle, and said with a deep 
voice, " Fire, do thy duty -^ — ^and the words 
were no sooner spoken, than, probably by some 
ehemioal combination of which the spectators 
w^re not aware^ the charcoal which was under 
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the crucible became slowly ignited ; while Noma, 
as if impatient of the delay, threw hastily back 
her disordered tresses, and, while her features, 
reflected back the sparkles and red light of the 
fire, and her eyes flashed^ from amongst her hair 
like those of a wild animal from its cover, blew 
fiercely till the ^ole was in an intense glow. 
She paused a moment from her toil, and mut- 
tering that the elemental i^irit must be thanked, 
recited in her usual monotonous, yet wild mode 
of chaunting, the following 



" Thoa so needfiil^ yet so dread^ 
With cloudy crest^ and wing of red ; 
Thou^ without whose genial breath 
The North would sleep the sleep of death ; 
Who deign'st to warm the cottage hearth^ 
Yet hurls proud palaces to earthy-— 
Brightest^ keenest of the Powers, 
Which form and rule this world of ours. 
With my rhyme of Runic, I 
Thank thee for thy agency/' 

She then severed a portion from the small 
mass of sheet-lead which lay upon the table, and, 
placing it in the crucible, subjected it to the ac- 
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tion oC the lighted charcoal, and, ad it mdled, she 

siaig—- 

'^ Old Reimkennar^ to ihy art 
Mother Hertha sends her part ; 
She^ whose gracious bounty gives 
Needful food for all that liyes. 
From the deep mine of the Norths 
Came the mystic metal forth^ 
Doom'd^ amidst dii^ointed stones. 
Long to oear a champion's bones, 
IMsinhimied my charms to aid- 
Mother Earth, my thanks are paid." 

She then poured out some water from the jar 
mto a large cup, or goblet, and sung once more, 
as she slowly stitred it round with the end of her 
staff— 

" Girdle of our islands dear. 
Element of Water, hear ! 
Thou whose power can overwhelm 
Broken mdimds and ruined realm 

On the lowly Belgian strand ; 
All thy fiercest rage can never 
Of our soil a tolong sever 

From our rock-defended land ; 
Play then gently thou thy part. 
To assist old Noma's art." 
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She then, with a pair of piacerB, removed the 
crucible from the chafing dish, and poured the 
lead, now entirely melted, into the bowl of water, 
repeating at the same time— 

r 

'^ Elements^ eadi other greeting. 
Gifts and power attend your meeting !" 

The melted lead^ spattering as it £3lLinto the 
water, formed, of .iK^ttffe^ the Qsual coinbination 
of irregular forms wUch i;i failiUitir tb ft& who in 
childhood have ^ made the experiment, and &om 
which, according to our childish fancy, ^e n^aj 
have selected pprtions bearing som^ resemblaiice 
to domestic articles — the tools of mechanics^ or 
the like. Noma seemed to busy herself in some 
such researches, for she examined the mass of 
lead with scrupulous attention, and detached it 
into different portions, without apparently being 
able to find a. fragment in the form which she 
desired. 

At length she again matt^ed, ratber as speak- 
ing to herself than to her guests, " He, the View- 
less, will not be omitted, — he will have his tribute 

8 
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even in the work to which he ^ves nothing.— i^ 
Stem compeller of the clouds, thou also shalt 
hear the voice of the Beimkennar.^ 

Thus speaking, Norna once more threw the lead 
into the crucible, where, hisdng and spattering 
as the wet metal touched the sides of the red-hot 
vessel, it was soon again reduced into a state of 
fusion. The Sybil meantime turned to a corner 
of the apartment, and opening suddenly a win- 
dow which looked to the north-west, let in the 
fitful radiance of the sun, now lying almost level 
upcm a great mass of red douds, which, boding 
future tempest, occupied the edge of the horizon, 
and seemed to brood over the billows of the bound- 
less sea. Turning to this quarter, from which a 
low hollow moaning breeze then blew, Norna ad- 
dressed, the spirit of the winds, in tones which 
seemed to resemble hi^ own : 

'' Thou^ that over billows dark 
Safely send'st the fisher's bark^*— 
Giving him a path and motion 
Through the wilderness of ocean ; 

VOL. III. B 
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Thou, that when the hillows hraye ye^ 
O'er the shelves can'st drive the navy^^- 
Did'st thou chafe as one n^lected^ 
While thy brethren were respected ? 
Te appease ihee^ see, I tear 
Thia IqU gn»p of griidad hair ; 
Oft Ay hroath hatb thrcmgli il aong, 
Softeniiig to my nuifi^ic ton^^^ 
Now 'tis thine to hid it fly 
Through the wide expanse of s|cy> 
'Mid the countless swarms to sail 
Of wild-fowl wheeling on ihy gale ; 
Tske thy portion and njoioe^— 
Spirit^ tjiou bast heard my fcice 1"*^ 

Noma accompanied these words with the action 
which they described, tearing a lock of hair with 
Tehemence from her head, and strewing it upon 
the wind as she continued her recitation. She 
then shut the casement, and again involved the 
chamber in the dubious twilight, which best suited 
her character and occupation. The melted lead 
was once more emptied into the water, and the 
various whimsical conformations which it received 
from the operation were examined with great care 
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by the Sybil, who at length flecmed to uitim3Ue, 
by y<nee and ge&ture, that her typell had been sue* 
cessful, Sb^ selected firoQiihe fused metal a pieee 
about the nze of a smaU nut> bearing in shape 
a close resembianoe to that oi the bumau heart, 
and approaching Minna, again spoke in song :*-« 

'' She who ats by hsmited wdl, 

Issabjeot to the Nixies tpeU ; 

She who waHn on lonely beach. 

To the Mermaid's charmed speech ; 

She who walks round ring of green. 

Offends the peevish Fairy Queen ; 

And she who takes rest in the Dwarfie's caye> 

A weary weird cf woe shall haio^ 

" By ring, by spring, by cave, by diore, 
Minna Troil has braved all this and more ; 
And yet hath the root of her sorrow and. ill 
A source that's more deep and more mystical 
stilL"— 

Minna, whose attention had been latterly some- 
thing disturbed by reflections on her own secret 
sorrow, now suddenly recalled it, and looked 
eagerly on Noma as if she expected to learn from 
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her rbimes sometbing of deep interest. The nor- 
tbern Sybil, meanwhile, proceeded to pierce the 
pieee of lead, which bore the form of a heart, and 
to fix'in it a piece of gold wire, by which it might 
be attached to a chain or neck-lace. She then 
proceeded in her ihime. 

** Tbou art within a demon's holdj 

More wise than Heimsy more strop^ than Trolld ; 

No syren sings so sweet as he>r--t 

No fay springs lighter on the lea ; 

No dfin power hath half the art 

To soothj to move, to wrii^ the heart>— 

Ufe-hlood from the pheek to dnun. 

Drench the eye^ and dry the vein. 

Maiden, ere we farther go, 

Doest thou note me, aye or no ?" 

Minna replied in the same rythmical manner, 
which, in jest and earnest, was frequently i^sed by 
the ancient Scandinavians :— - 

^' I mark thee, my mother, both word, look, and sign ; 
Speak on with thy riddle-^to read it be mine." 

" Now, Heaven and every saint be praised [^ 
said Magnus ; " they arc the first words to the 
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purpoise) which she hath spoken these many 
days." 

** And they are the last which she shall spetk 
for many a month,^ said Noma, tno^ised at the 
interruption, ^* if you a^n break the progress 
of my spell. Turn your £aoes to the wall, and 
look not hitherward again, under penalty of 
my severe displeasure. You, Magnus Troil, 
from hard-hearted audadty of spirit, and you, 
Brenda, from wanton and idle disbelief in that 
which is beyond your bounded comprehension, 
are unworthy to look on this mystic work ; and 
the glance of your eyes mingles with, and weak- 
ens the spell ; for the powers cannot brook dis- 
trust.** 

Unaccustomed to be addressed in a tone so 
peremptory, Magnus would have made some 
angry reply ; but reflecting that the health of 
Minna was at stake, and considering that she 
who spoke was a woman of many sorrows, he 
suppressed his anger, bowed his head, shrugged 
his shoulders, assumed the prescribed posture, 
averting his head from the table, and turning 
towards the wall. Brenda did the same, on re- 
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ceiving a sign from her father, and beth remain- 
ed profoundly silent. 
Norda then addressed Minna once more :— 

'' Mdrk tAel fbtthe Wotd I speak 

Shall bring the oolmir to thy cheek. . 

This leaden hearty so light of cost^ 

The symbol of a treasure lost^ 

Thou shalt wear in hope and in peace^ 

That the cause of your sickness and sorrow may 

cease. 
When crimson foot meets crimson hand 
In the Miurtyrs' Ai^^ and in Orkney-'laud."-^ 

Minna coloured deeply at the last couplet, in- 
timating, as she failed not to interpret it, that 
Noma was completely acquainted with the se- 
cret cause of her sorrow. The same conviction 
led the maiden to hope in the favourable ksue, 
which the Sybil seemed to prophecy ; artd not 
venturing to express her feelings in any manner 
more intelligible, she pressed Noma's withered 
hand with all the warmth of affection, first to her 
breast and then to her bosom, bedewing it at the 
sdSn^ lime with her tears. 
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With more of huniati feeling Ihati she'usually 
exhibited, NcmiA extricated her haml from the 
gtBsp of the poor girl) whoae tears now flowed 
freely, and then, with more tendemefiB of manner 
than she had yet shewn, she knotted the leaden 
heart to a chain of gold, and hung it around 
Minna^s neck, unging as she performed that last 
brandi oi the spell,-** 

'' Be patient^ be patient^ for Patience bath power 

To ward us in danger^ like mantle in shower ; 

A &iry gift you best may bold 

In a chain of fairy gold ;— • 

!tlie chain and the gift are each a tme token^ 

That not without warrant i^d Noma bas spoken ; 

Bat thy neareftt and dearest must never behold 

them. 
Till time shall accomplish the truths I have told 

them*" 

The verses b(4sig concluded, N<n*na carnally 
artanged the cboin around her patient^s neck so 
as to hide it in her bosom, and thus ended the 
^U5^'HEi spell which) at the moment I record 
lhe«e incidents, it k known has been lately prac- 
tised in Zetland, where any deohne of healthy 
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witbout aj^ttteiit eaOae, is impoted by the Icvwer 
orden to a demoo haying stolen the heart from 
the body <^ the patient, and where the experi- 
ment of supplying the deprivation by a leaden 
one, prepared in the manner described, has been 
resorted to within these few years. In a meta* 
phorical sense^ thedisease may be considered as 
a general one in all parts of the world ; but, as 
this ample and original remedy b peculiar to the 
isles of Thule, it w»ne unpardonable not to pre- 
serve it at length, in a narratiye connected with 
Scottish antiquities. 

A second time Noma reminded her patient, 
that if she shewed, or spoke of, the fairy gifts, 
their virtue would be lost— a belief so common 
as to be received into the superstitions of all na- 
tions. Lastly, unbuttoning the collar which she 
had just fastened, she shewed her a link of the 
gold duun, which Minna instantly recognized as 
that formerly given by Noma to Mordaunt Mo*-. 
toun. This seemed to intimate he was yet alive, 
and under Nomads protection ; and she gazed cm 
her with the most eager curioaty • But the Sybil 
imposed her finger on her tips in token of siImcc, 
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and a second time inTolved the chiun in those 
folds which modestly and closely veiled one of 
the most beautif ul^ as well as one of the kindest 
bosoms in the world« 

Noma then extinguished the lighted charcoal^ 
and, as the water hissed upon the glowing em* 
bersy commanded Magnus and Brenda to look 
around, and behold her task accomplished. 
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CHAPTER II. 

See yonder woman, whom our swains revere. 

And dread in secret, while they take her counsel 

When sweetheart shall be kind, or when cross dame shall die ; 

Where lurks the thief who stole the silver tankard. 

And how the pestilent murrain may be cured.— 

This sage adviser^s mad, stark mad, my friend ; 

Yet, in her madness, hath the art and cunning 

To wring fools' secrets from their inmost bosoms, 

And pay inquirers with the coin they gave her. 

Old Play. 

It seemed as if Noma had indeed full right to 
claim the gratitude of the Udaller for the im- 
proved condition of his daughter'*s health* She 
once more threw open the window, and Minna, 
drying her eyes and advancing with affectionate 
confidence, threw herself on her fathers neck, 
and asked his forgiveness for the trouble she had 
of late occasioned to him. It is unnecessary to 
add, that this was at once granted, with a full. 
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fbongh roti^ boTst of parentftl tenderness, and 
im ffiany close embraces as if his child had been 
just resciued firom the jaws of death. When 
Magnus had dbmissed Minna from his arms, to 
throw herself into those of her sister, and depress 
to her, rather by kisses and tears than in words, 
the regret she entertained for her late wayward 
conduct, theUdaller thought prop^, in the tttekn^ 
time, to pay his thanks to their hostess, whose 
skill had proved so efficacious. But scarce had 
he come out with^ << Much respected kinswo* 
man, I am but a plain old Norse*>man,^'-«>when 
ihe interrupted him, by pressing her finger on 
her lips« 

<* There are those around Us,** she said, ** who 
must hear no mortal voice, witness no sacrifice to 
mortal feelings— there are times when they mutiny 
even against me, their sovereign mistress, because 
lam still shrouded in the flesh of humanity. Fear, 
therefore, and be silent I, whose deeds have raised 
me from the low-sheltered valley of life, where 
dwell its social wants and common charities ; — T, 
who have bereft the Giver of the Gift which he 
gave, and stand alone on a cliff of immeasurable 
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height, detadied from earth, save frbm the small 
pcHTtbn that supports my miserable tread-— I alone 
am fit to cope with these sullen mates. Fearnot, 
therefore, but yet be not too bold, and let this 
night to you be one of fasting and of praya*.^ 

If the Udaller had not, before th^ commence- 
ment of the operation, been disposed to dispute 
the commands of the Sybil, it may be wdl be- 
lieved he was less so now, that it had terminated 
to all appearance so fortunately. . So he sat 
down in silence, and seized upon a volume whidi 
lay near him as a sort of desperate effort to di- 
vert ennui, for on no other occasion had Magnus 
been known to have recourse to a book for that 
purpose. It chanced to be a book much to his 
mind, being the well-known work of Olaus Mag- 
nus, upon the manners of the ancient Northern 
nations. The book is unluckily in the Latin 
language, and the Danske or Dutch were ^th^ 
of them much more familiar to the Udaller. But 
then it was the fine edition, which contains repre- 
sentations of the war-chariots, fishing exploits, 
warlike exercises, and domestic employments of 
the Scandinavians, executed on copperplates; 
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and thus the information which the work refused 
to the understanding, was addressed to the eye, 
wiucfa, as is well known both to old ilnd young, 
answers the purpose of amusement as well, if not 
better. 

Meanwhile the two sisters, pressed as close to 
eaeh other^s side as two flowers on the same stalk, 
sate with their arms reciprocally passed over each 
other'^s shoulder, as if they feared some new and 
unforeseen cause of coldness was about to snatch 
them from each other^s side, and interrupt the 
aster.like harmony which had been but just re- 
stored. Noma sat opposite to them, sometimes 
revolving the large parchment volume with which 
they had found her employed at their entrance, 
and sometimes gazing on the sisters with a fixed 
look, in which an interest of a kind unusually 
tender seemed occasionally to disturb the stem 
and rigorous solemnity of her countenance. All 
was still and silent as death, and the subsiding 
emotions of Brcnda had not yet permitted her 
to wonder whether the remaining hours of the 
evening were to be passed in the same manner. 
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when the scene pf tranquillity was suddenly in- 
terrupted by the ^trance of the dwarf Pacolet^ or^ 
as the Udaller called hiai» Nicholas Strumpfer, 
Noma darted an migry glance on the intruder, 
who seemed to deprecate her resentment by hold- 
ing up lus hands and uttering a babbling sound ; 
then, instantly resc»rting to his usual mode of oon- 
Tersi^on,he repressed Inmself by avariety of agns 
made rapidly upon his fingers, and as rapidly an- 
swered by his mislress, so that the young women, 
who had never heard of such an art, and now saw 
it practised by two bdngs so singular, almost oc»»- 
cenred thm mutual intelligenoe the work of 00- 
cbantment. When they had ceased their inter- 
course. Noma tinned to Magnus Troil with 
much haughtiness, and said, " How, my kins- 
man ? have you so far forgot yourself, as to bring 
earthly food into the house of the Reimkennar, 
and make preparations in the dwelling of Pow^ 
and of Despmr, far refection, and wassail, and re^ 
velry ?-— Speak not— answer not,^ she said ; ^' the 
duraticm of the cure which was wrought even 
now depends^ on your ^lence and obedience^— 
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bandy but a single look or word with me, and 
the latter €onditi<Hi of that maiden shall be worse 
than the first^ 

This threat was an effectual charm upon the 
tongue of the Udaller, though he longed to in- 
dulge it in vindication of his conduct. 

^' Follow me ail of you,^ said Noma, striding 
to the door of the apartment, *^ and see that no 
one look backward">^we leave not this apartment 
emptyi though we, the children of mortality , be 
removed from iL^ 

She went out, and the Udaller »gned to his 
daughters to follow, and to obey her injunctions. 
The Sybil moved swifter than her guests down 
the rude descent, (such it might rather be termed, 
than a proper staircase,) which led to the lower 
apartment Magnusand his daughters, when they 
entered the chamber, found thdr own attendants 
aghast at the presence and proceedings of Noma 
of the Fitf uUhead. 

They had been previously employed in arran* 
ging the provisions which they had brought along 
with Uiem, so as to present a comfortable cold 
meal, as soon as the appetite of the Udaller, 

15 
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which was as regular as the return of tide, shcmld 
induce him to desire some refreshment ; and now 
they stood staring in fear and surprise, while 
{foma, sozing upon one article after another, 
and well supported by the zealous activity <^ 
Facolet, flung their whole preparations out of 
the rude aperture whidi served for a window, 
and over the cIiiF, from which the ancient Burg 
arose, into the ocean, which raged and foamed 
beneath. F^/Sei, (dried beef) hams, and pickled 
pork, flew after each other into empty space, 
smoked geese were restored to the air, and cured 
fish to the sea, their native elements indeed, but 
which they were no longer capable of traversing ; 
and the devastation proceeded so rapidly that 
the Udaller could scarce secure from the wreck his 
silver drinking cup ; while the large leathern flask 
of brandy, which was destined to supply his fa* 
vourite beverage, was sent to follow the rest of 
the supper, by the hands of Facolet, who r^ard- 
ed, at the same time, the disappointed Udaller 
with a malicious grin, as if, notwithstanding his 
own natural taste for the liquor, he enjoyed the dis- 

12 
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appouitment and surprise of Magnus Troil still 
mcure than be would have relished sharing his 
eiypymept.; 

The destruction of the bnmdy flask exhamU 
ed the patience of Magnus, who roared out in a 
tone of no. smaH displeasure, ^* Why, kinswo- 
man, this is wasteful madnesfr^-where, and on. 
whi^, would ]pou have us «up?^ 
: ^'. Where, you will,** answered Noma, •* and 
o^. what ypu. will-^ut not in my dwelling, and 
aoi on the fo^ with which you have profaned 
it. Vex my spirit no more, but begone every 
one of you ! You have been here too long for 
my good, perhaps lor your Own.** 

<< liow, kinswoman,^' i^aid Magnus, <^ would 
you make outcasts c^ us at this, time of night, 
when even a Scotchman would not turn a stranger 
from tlie door F^'-^-Bethink you, dame, it is shame 
on cnir lineage for ever, if llus squall of yours 
fihbuld fbro^ us to slip cables, and go to sea so 
scantily prcMded.'' 

" Be silent, and depart,** said Noma ; " let it 
suffice you have got that for which you came. 

VOL. III. c 



34 THE PIBATE. 

I have no harbourage for mortal guests, no pro- 
ymaa to relieve human wants. There is beneath 
the diff a beach of the finest sand, a stream ef 
water as pure as the well of Kildmguie, and the 
roeks bear dulse as wholesome as that of Guiydin ; 
and well you wot, that the well of K3dii^;uie and 
the dulse of Guiydin will cure all maladies save 
Black Death."* 

<< And well I wot,^ said theUdaller, «« that I 
would eat corrupted sea->weed like a starling, or 
salted seid'^s flesh like the men of Burraforth, or 
whilks, buckles, and lampits, like the poor sneaks 
of Stroma, rather than break wheat bread and 
drink red wine in a house where it is begrudged 
me.— -And yet," he said, checking himsdf, ** I 
am wrong, very wrong, my couun, to speakthus 
to you, and I should rather thank you for what 
you have done, than upbraid you for f<Jlow^ 
your own ways. But I see you are impatient-r 
we will be all under way presei^y«-»And you, ye 
knaves," addresang his servants, *^ that were in 



* So at least says an Orkney proverb. 
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such hurry with your service before it was lack- 
ed', get out of doors with you presently, and ma- 
nage to catch the ponies; for I see we must make 
for another harbour to-night, if we would not 
sleep with an empty stotnaph, and on a hard bed.^ 

The domestics of Magnus, already sufficiently^ 
alarmed at the violence of Noma's conduct, scarce 
waited the impepous command of tijieir master 
to evacuate her dwelling with all di$patcfa ; and 
the IJdidler, with a daughter on each arm, was 
in the act of following them, wh^ Noma said 
emphatically^ <^ Stop !^ They obeyed, and again 
turned towards her. She held out her hand to 
Magpiis, whiph the placable Udaller instantly 
folded in his own ample palm. 

<' Magnus,^ she said, <^ we part by necessity, 
but, I trust, not in anger ?^ 

*< Surely not, cousin,^ said the warm-hearted 
Udaller, well nigh stammering in his hasty disda- 
ipation of all unkindness,— ^^ most assuredly not. 
I pever liear ill will to any one, much less to one 
of my own blood, and who has piloted me with 
her advipe ^hropgh many a ropgh tidff, as I 
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wofidd pilot a boat betwixt SWooa ioA SImiim, 
through all the w«vrs, wells, and swefeUies ef the 
PeHtlalid Firth.^ 

'< Enough,^ said Nonm, ^ and bow farewdt^ 
with 8ueh a Messittg as I dare bestow*«-<iKlt c 
word iBore i-^Maidens,^ she a^ded, ^ draw near, 
and let me hiss^ jenr brows.*^ 

TheSybtt was obeyed by Minna with awe, and 
by B renda With kAr ; the one overmastered by ibe 
warmth of her imagination, the other by the na^ 
turaltianiditydr her constitution. NcxnathenAsr 
inissed them, and in two minutes afterwards thcj 
^Hmd themselves b^ond the bridge, and stand- 
ing upon the rocky jdatform in front of the an- 
dent Pictish Burg, which it was the pleasure of 
this sequestered female to inhabtt. The mght, 
for it was now fallen, was unusually serene. A 
bright twilight, which glimmered far over the 
surface of the sea^ supplied the brief absence of 
the Summers's sun; and the waves seemed to sleep 
under its influence, so faint and slumberous was 
the sound with which one after another rolled <m 
and burst against the foot of the cM on which 



mi^E PIKArTE. 37 

lb€^ Bitooii Jn firant of tliem ^tood tbe rugged 
&ntfe86» «eQiiiiiig, in tbe uniforqi grqmest of tbe 
atmofiipbi^re, us aged^as shRpeletH^i and aamimv^, 
pst^dpoclcttHi ffbich it.was foupded. There was 
lOeithirr a^ttnor ^pupd that indicated human ba- 
}akaJ&<m9 iave tbat,from one.nide sbot^hplegUm- 
3)^^'tb^;fianAe pf tbe feeble lamp by wbi^ %l^ 
%bil -was probably pursuing her mystical and 
iieftunial a|udi^> shooting upo^i the twilights in 
.^luch it was ^BQon. lost. and confounded, a single 
litte>of tiny :light ; , bearing the SMime proportion 
(otbatof tbe aM906pb0re,as tbe ag^ woman and 
jiarrserf, the sole [inhabitants of that desart, did 

^r4bef€oUtude ^itb wh\^ they. were, surrounded- 
^ ._ M^r aev^raljoaiwles, tbe ^party, thus ^uddeply 
jMSfd^nespeetedly expelled froni the shelter >wbeie 
theyrbadjre^kmed to sp^d the. night, atopd in 
silence, each wrapt in :tb€|ir. own. separate reflec- 
ticos. :Mi9na,[ ber>tbojiights fixed W Ae piysti- 
isalffsonsolaljwin wbJK^b isbe; b^d re^V(9d>- in y9m 
«QdeaYcwredi jfeq^esxjferact from. Jibe, .words 4^£SiQtm 

-lWaBer:hftdf»cA.yeti.rec5oyered bis Rurprwe at jtbe 
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extrusion to which he hud been thus Wfainimcally 
subjected, undar orcumstancefi^ that profailnted 
him from resenting as an insult, treatment, which, 
in all other irespects, was so shodcing to the genial 
hospitality of his nature, that he still felt like<»ne 
disposed to be angry, if he but knew how to 6et 
about it. Brenda was the first who brought mat- 
ters to a point, by asking where they were to go, 
and how they were to spend the night. The 
question, which was asked in a tone, that, amidst 
its simplicity, had something dolorous in it, chan- 
ged entirely the train of her father'^s ideas ; and 
the unexpected perplexity of their atuation now 
striking him in a comic point of view, he laughed 
till his very eyes run over, while every rock around 
him rung, and the sleeping sea-fowl were startled 
from their repose, by the loud hearty explosions 
of his obstreperous hilarity* 

The Udaller^s daughters, eagerly representing 
to their father the risk of displeasing Noma by 
this unlimited indulgence of his mirth, united their 
efforts to drag him to a farther distance from her 
dwdling. Magnus, jrielding to their strength. 
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« 

whicl)^ feeble as it wats^ his own fit of laughing ren. 
dered him incapable of re»sting» suffered himself 
to be pulled to a considerable distance from the 
. burg^ and then escaping from th^ hands, and sit- 
ting down, or rather suffering himself to drop, up- 
on a large stone which lay conveniently by the 
way*side, he again laughed so long and lustily, 
that his vexed and anxious (daughters became 
afraid that there was something more than natu- 
ral in these repeated convuliuons. 

At length his mirth exhausted both itself and 
the Udaller^s strength. He groaned heavily, 
wiped his eyes, and said, not without feeling 
some desire to renew his obstreperous cachinna- 
lion, ^' Now, by the bones of Saint Magnus^ my 
anc^tpr and namesake, one would imagine that 
being turned out of doors, at this time of night, 
was nothing short of an absolutely exquisite jest ; 
for I have shak^i my sides till I am sore at it. 
There we sat, made snug for the night, and I 
made as sure of a good supper and a can as ever I 
had been of either,— and here we are all taken 
aback ; and then poor Brenda^s doleful voice, and 
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melandiol J question, of What is to be done, and 
where are we to sleep ! In good faith, unless one of 
those knaves, who must needs torment the poor 
woman by their trencher-work befbreit was want- 
ed, can make amends by telling us of some snug 
port under our lea, we have no other course for 
it but to steer through the twilight on the bear- 
ing of Burgh- Westra, and rough it out as w^ 
as we can by the way. I am sorry but for you, 
girls ; for many a cruize have I been upon when 
we were on shorter allowance than we are lake to 
have now.— -I would I had but secured a mor- 
sel for you, and a drop for myself; and ibeti^ 
there had been but little to compliun of 

Both sisters hastened to assure the UAdler 
that they felt not the least occaaon fiur food. 

" Why, that is well,*** said M^nus ; " and so 
being the case, I will not complain of my owli 
appetite, though it is sharper than convenient 
And the rascid, Nicholas Strumpfer, — what a leer 
the villain gave me as he startied the good Nant9& 
into the salt-water ! He grinned, the knave, like 
a seal on a skerry.— Had it not l^een for vexing 
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my poor kinsWoroan Noma, I iBTOuId have sent his 
misbegotten body, and mis-sbapen jolterhead, 
after my bonny flask, as surely as Saint Magnus 
lies at Kirkwall !"" 

By this time the servants returned with the po^ 
nies, which they had very soon caught— 'these sen- 
sible animals finding nothing so captivating in the 
pastures where they had been suffered to stray, 
as inclined them to resist the invitation again to 
subject themselves to ^ddle and bridle. The 
prospects of the party were also c6nsiderably 
improved by learning that the contents of their 
sumpter-poilies'' burthen had not been entirely 
exhausted,^— a small basket having fortunately 
Escaped the rage of Noma and Pacolet, by the 
rapidity with which one of the serva;nts had 
caught up and removed it. The samef domfestic, 
an alert and ready-^witted fellow, had observed 
upon the beach, not above three miles distant 
from the Burg, and about a q^uarter of a mile 
oi9P their straight path, a deserted Skw^ or fisher- 
man''s hut, and suggested that they should occu- 
py it for the rest of the night, in (^der that the 
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ponies might be refredbed, and the young laches 
spend the mght under eoYer ttam the night air. 
When we are dfehvered fiom great and serious 
dangers, our mood is, or ought to be^ grave, in 
propiortion to the peril we have escaped, and the 
gratitude due to protecting Providence* But few 
things raise the spirits more naturally, or more 
harmlessly, than when means of eztricatiim from 
any of the lessor embarrassments of life are sud- 
denly presented to us; and such was the case in 
the present instance. The Udaller, relieved frcHn 
the apprehen»ons for his dau^ters suffering 
from fatigue, and himself from too much appe- 
tite and too little food, carolled Norse ditdes, as 
he spurred Bergen through the twilight, with as 
much glee and gallantry as if the night-ride had 
been entirely a matter of his own free ch<Hce. 
Brenda lent her voice to some of his ch(»russes, 
which were echoed in ruder notes by the servants, 
who, in that simple state of isociety, were not con- 
udered as guilty of any breach of respect by min- 
gling their voices with the song. Minna, indeed, 
was as yet unequal to such an effort ; but she 
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compelled herself to assume some share in the ge« 
neral hilarity of the meeting ; and, contrary to 
her conduct since the fatal morning which conclu- 
ded the Festival of Saint John, she seemed to take 
her usual interest in what was going on around 
her, and answered with kindness and readiness 
the repeated inquiries amoeming her health, wiUi 
which the Udaller eyery now and then interrupt- 
ed his carol. And thus they proceeded by night, 
a happier party by far than they had been when 
they traced the same route on the preceding morn- 
ing, making light of d^ difficulties of the way, and 
promising themselves shelter and a comfortable 
night^s rest in the deserted hut which they were 
now about to approach, and which they expected 
to find in a state of darkness and solitude. 

But it was the lot of the Udaller that day to 
be deceived more than once in his calculati<His« 

^^ And which way lies this cabin of yours, 
Laurie ?^ said the Udaller, addressing the intelli- 
gent domestic of whom we just spoke. 

" Yonder it should be," said Laurence Scholey, 
" at the head of the Voe— but, by my faith, if it 
be the place, there are folks there before ud-*- 
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Ood and Saint Ronan send that they be canny 

company T : 

In truth there was a light in th&deterjbed hut, 
strong enmq^h to .glimmer ditough every chiidc 
» of the sfaii^es and ^Dmeok-wbod of which rit- was 
coostniY^t6d,:and to^give the whole^oabin the ap- 
pearance of a smithy seen by night. The universal 
superstition >df the Zetlandersiseized upon Mag- 
nus and his escort. 

** They ase Trows,'', said one voice. 

** They are witches,'' murmured another. 

*^Theyai» mermaids,'^ muttered a third; '^<Hi- 
ly hear their wild singing T 

All stopped; and, in effect, somenotesof mu- 

:^c were 'audiftle, •which Brenda, < with a vt>ice 

that quivered alittle, but yet had a turn of :ardi 

ridicule in its tone, pronounced* to be the sound 

ofa)ifiddIe. 

<^ Fiddle JOT ificoid," .said the iUdaller^ "who, 
if be believed in such nightly lappaiitioBa as had 
struck terror i into his retinue, cerlamly feared 
them not— -^^ftldle^or fiend, may the devil wash 
me if a witch cheats me out of supper to-<night> 
for the second time.'" 
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So saying, he dismounted, clenched his trusty 
truncheon in his hand, and advanced towards 
the hut, followed by Laurence alone ; the rest of 
his retinue continuing stationary on the beach^ 
beiude his daughters smd the ponies. 



46 THE PIBATE. 



CHAPTER HI. 

What ho, my jovial matei! oomeon! well firalic it 
Like ftiiies ftiskiiig in the meny moonaiune, 
Seen by the curtal friar, who, fiom some dirisleiiing 
Or some blithe bridal, hies bdated oeU-w«rd>» 
He starts, and changes his bold bottle s w ag g e i 
To chuithman's pace professional, and lansaddng 
His treacfaeioiu memoiy fin some holy hymn. 
Finds but the zomidel of the midniij^t catch. 

The stride of the Udaller relaxed nothing of 
its length or of its firmness as be approached the 
glimmering cabin, from which he now heard 
distinctly the sound of the fiddle. But if still 
long and firm, bis steps succeeded each other nu 
ther more slowly than usual ; for, like a cautious, 
though a brave general, Magnus was willing to 
reconnoitre his enemy before assailing him. The 
trusty Laurence Scholey, who kept dose behind 
his master, now whispered into his ear, '^ So he^ 
me, sir, as I believe that the ghaist, if ghaist it be, 
that plays so bravely on the fiddle, must be the 



-^ - 
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ghaist of Master Claud Halcro, of his wmith at 
least; for never was bow drawn across thairm 
which brought out the gude auld spring of * Fair 
and Lucky/ so like his ain.^ 

Magnus was himself much of the same opi- 
nion ; for he knew the blithe minstrelsy of the 
spirited little old man, and hailed the hut with a 
hearty hilloah, which was immediately replied 
to by the cheery note of his ancient mess-mate, 
and Halcro himself presently made his appear- 
ance on the beach. 

The Udaller now signed to his retinue to 
come up, whilst he asked his friend, after a kind 
greeting and much shaking of hands, ^* How the 
devil he came to sit there playing old tunes in so 
desolate a place, like an owl whooping to the 
moon?'' 
. << And tell me rather, Fowde,^ said Claud 
Halcro, ^^. how you came to be within hearing of 
me ?— ay, by my word, and with your bonny 
daughters too ? — Jarto Minna and Jarto Brenda, 
I bid you welcome to these yellow sands— and 
there shake hands, as glorious John, or some 
other body, says upon the same occasion. And 
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how came you here like two fair swans^ making 
day out of twilight^ and tarning all you step up^ 
on to silver ?" 

<* You shall know all about them^ presently,'' 
answered Mugnus ; ^^ but what messmates have 
you got; in the but with you ? I think I hear 
some one speaking." 

" None^ replied Claud Halcro^ " but thai; 
poor creature the Factor, and my imp of a boy, 
Giles. I-^but come in— come ioH-here you will 
find us starving in comfort— ruot so much as a 
mouthful of sour siUochs to be had for love or 
money." 

^^ That may be in a smaQ part helped," said 
the Udaller ; ^^ for though the best of our suppeic 
is gone over the Fitful crags to the sealchies and 
the dog-fish, yet we have got something in the 
kit still.— Here, Laurie, bring up the vifdaT^ 

^^ Jokuiy johuL r ♦ was Laurence's joyful an-, 
swer; and he hastened for the basket, while the 
party entered the hut. 



* Jijkulf^Yes, sir ; a Norse expression still in oommon 
use. 
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Here, in a cabin which sinelled strmigly of dried 
fiflhy and whose sides and xoof were jet-Uack with 
smoke, they found the unhappy Triptolemus 
Yellowley, seated beside a fire made of dried sea- 
weed, mingled with some peats and wredc-wood ; 
his sole companion a barefooted yellow-haired 
Zetland boy, iiho acted occasionally as a kind of 
page to Cland Hakro, bearing his fiddle on his 
shoulders, saddling his poney^ and rendering him 
similar duties of kindly obseryancc. Thediscon- 
solate agriculturist, for such his ^isi^ betoken- 
ed him, displayed little surprise, and less anima- 
tion, at the arrival of the Udaller and his oompa- 
mons, until, after the parly had drawn dose to the 
fire, (a neighbourhood which the dampness of the 
ni^;ht-air rendered far from disagreeable,) the pa- 
nier was opened and a tolerable supply of barley- 
bread and hung beef, besides a flask of brandy, 
(no doubt smaller than that which the rdentless 
hand of Pacolet had emptied into the ocemi,) gave 
assurances of a tolerable supper. Then, indeed, 
the worthy Factor grinned, chuckled, rubbed his 
hands, and inquired after all friends at Burgh- 
Westra. 

VOL. III. D 



50 !rUK PIRAT£« 

When they bad all partaken of this needful 
refiresfamenty the Udaller repeated his inqoities at 
Halcroy and more particularly at the Factor^ how 
they came to be nestled in such a remote comer 
at such an hour of night 

^' Maister Magnus Troil^^ said Tfiptolenras^ 
when a second cnp had given him spirits to tell 
his tale of woe^ << I would not have you think 
that it is a little thing that disturbs me. . I emie 
of that grain that takes a sair wind to shake it* I 
have seen many a Martinmas and many a Wfail^ 
Sunday in my day, wbilk are the times peculiaidy 
grievous to those of my craft, and I oouM aye 
Ude the bang; hut I think I am like to-be dang 
ower a'*the^ther in thisdamned country of ymsd 
•-^Gttde forgte.me finr swearing^-4Hit evil omi^ 
munication corruptelih good masmers.'" . : u / : 

^^ Now, Hetfven guide us,^ said tJie-Udal-^ 
ler, /* what is the mattar with the man P Vfhff 
man, if you^wiU put your ploi^ intvuew land)' 
you must lopk to have it hank on a stone now 
and then-rYou must set us an example of pa* 
tience, seeing you come here for our improvoc' 
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^ And the de'il was in my feet when I did so,^ 
said the Factor ; *^ I had better have set myself 
to improve the cairn on Clochnaben.^ 

>< But what is it, after all,"" siud the Udaller, 
<^ that has befallen you ?«^-what is it that you 
complain of ?^ 

^^ Of every thing that has chanced to me ance 
I landed on this island^ which I believe was ac- 
cassed at the very creation^T said the agricultu- 
ibt, ^^ and assigned as a fitting station for sor- 
ners, thieves, whores, (I beg the ladies^ pardon,) 
witches, bitches, and evil spirits.^ 

^^ By my fidth, a goodly catalbgue,*" said Mag- 
nus; ^ and there has been theday^ that if I bad 
hesrd you give out the half of it, I diould have 
turned improver myself, and have tried to amend 
your manners with a cudgeL^ 

. *^ Bear irith me,^ sud the Factor,^ Master 
Fowde, or Master Udaller, or whatever, eke they 
may call you, and as you are strcmg be pitiful, 
aadcouttder the luckless lot of anyinexperieneed 
person .who lights upon this earthly paradiseof 
yours. He asks for drink, they bring him sour 
whey-^no disparagement to your brandy, Fowde, 
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whieh is exoeUent-^You ask for meat^ and they 
bring you soar .fish that Satan niigfat dioke up. 
on-^-You call your labouros tog^bar and Ind 
them work; it proves Saint Magnuses day, or 
Saint Ronan^s day, at some infernal saint or 
other— <»r else, perhaps, they have come over the 
bed with the wrong foot foremost^ or they have 
seen an owl, or a rabbit has crossed them, or they 
have dreamed of a roasted hor se ■ ■ i n short, no* 
thing is to be done-^ive them a spade, and they 
work as if it bmrned their fingers ; but art them 
to dancing, and see when they witt tire of funk- 
ing and flinging.^ 

*' And why should they> poor bodies,^ sud 
Claud Halcro, ^< as long as there are good fiddles 
to play to them f" 

*^ Ay, ay^^ said Triptokmus, duddnghb bead, 
^ you are aproper perscmto uphdd them in such 
ahunuHir. Wdl,toprooeed>— lltiUapieeeofmy 
best ground ; down oomes a sturdy beggar that 
wants a kaiLyard, or a pkmta'Cniive, as you call 
it, and he claps down an indosure in the middle 
of my Ixt shot of com^ as lightly as if he was 
baith laird and tenant, and gamsaylnmwhalike*, 
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there he plants his kail*phint8 ! I sit down to my 
sorrowfid dinner, thinking to have peace and 
quietness there at least ; when in conies one, two, 
three, fbor^ or half a dosen of skelping long lads, 
from some foolery or anitber, misca^ me for bar- 
ring my ain door 4^;ainst diem, and eat up half 
of what my sister^s providen ce and she is not 
over bountiful— has provided for my dinner. 
Then in comes a witch with an ellwand m her 
hand, and she raises the wind or lays it, which 
ever she likes, majors up and down my house as 
if she was mistress of it, and I am bounden to 
thank heaven if die carries not the broadskle of 
it away with her !^ 

** Still,^ said the Fowde, ^< Uiis is no answer to 
my questioii-^how the foul fiend I come to find 
you at moorings here f^ 

^^ Have patience, wcn-thy sir,^ replied the af- 
flicted Factor, ^^ and listen to what I have to say, 
for I fancy it will be as well to tell you the wh<de 
matter. You must know, I once thought that I 
had gotten a small God-send, that might have 
made all these matters easder.^ 

^' How ! a Grod-send ! Do you mean a wreck, 
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Master Factor T exdaimed Mag&us; ^ shame 
upon 70U9 that should have set example to' 
others r 

^ It was no wreck,^ said the Factor; ^* but if 
you must needs knov, it chanced that as I raised 
an henrth-stane in one of the old chambers at 
fitourburgh^ (for my nster is minded that there is 
little use in m^r fire-places about a houie but* 
one» and I wanted the stane to knock bear op- 
0ii).^wben, what should I li^t on but a hom< 
full of old ccnns, alver the maist feck of them, 
but wi* a bit s[Ninlding of gold amang them too* 
Wed, I thought this was a dainty windfitt\ and so 
thought Babie^ and we were the mair. willing to 
put up with a place where there were siccan brasr 
nestneggs— and we shide down the stane cannily 
over the horn, which seemed to me to be the vary 
ixumueopia, or horn oi abundance; and for fur** 
ther security, Babie wad visit the loom maybe 
twenty ^mes in the day, and anysell at an oona 
time, to the boot of 4^ thaU^ 

*< On my word, ap4 a very pretty amusement^^ 

said Claud Halcro, <' to look over a horn of one'^s 

^pwn siller. I question if glorious John Dfyden 
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ev«r enjoyed such a pastime in his life->«I am sure- 
Ijieyer did*'* 

^^ Yes, but you forget, Jarto Claud,^ said the 
UddJer, ' <^ that the Factor was only counting oter 
the money for my Lord the Chamberiaini As 
he is so keen for his Loidship^s rights in whales 
and wrecks^ he would not surely forget him in. 
tfeasttre^^roye." 

r^ AJieml a4iem i ap-he^^-jie^-ijiem r^jacuk'^ 
ted Triptolemus, seized at the momevC with an 
awkward fit of coughing^*-^^^ no doubt, my Lord^A- 
right in the matter would have beai considered,:^ 
faoBg in the hand of one, though I say it,>a3 just 
asican be found in Angas^faire. But mark what 
happened of late ! One day, as X went up to S6e 
that dil was safe and snug, and jiist totxmnt out 
Ijbe fifaaxe that should have been hia LorddiipV^ 
fixr suxfijr the jafaoiirery as dneinay call^lliis'fittdcA', 
bWorthyiof his hircM^^iay, soDieioarfiediYien ^y, 
that wbealhe finder^ in ppkkt of tiieist aiidltf {knifCi 
of power, representetb the dommus Dl* lord sCl^i 
Fidr, he taketb the whole; but let that pads^- ks a 
kittle question in apicilmsjtiri$i&&\fe wont to'say 
al>)Spiut Aiidrews**^WeU, «r and ladies^ ^whifn I 
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went to the upper chamber, what should I see but 
an ugsome ill-shaped, and most uncouth dwarf, 
that wanted but hoofs and horns to hare made an 
utter devil of him, cauating over the very homfuU 
of siller ! I am no timorous man. Master Fowde^ 
but judging that I should proceed with cautioQ in 
such a matter— for I bad reason to believe that 
there was devilry in it— I accosted him in Latin, 
(whilkit IS maistbeooming to speak to aught whilk 
'taketh upon it as a giJilin,) and conjured him m 
nomine^ and so forth, with such words as my poor 
learning could funush of a suddenly, whilk, to 
say truth, were not so many, nor altogisther so 
punely latineezed as might have been, had I not 
been few years at college, and many at the^pieaf^ 
Well, nrs, he started at first, as one that heaieth 
that which he expects not ; but presently Bcco v e r ^ 
ing himself, he wi^wls on me with hiil grey een^ 
like a wild cat, and opens hb mouth, whilk resem* 
bled the mouth of an oven, for the de^ a tongue 
he had in it that I could spy, and took upon 
his. ugly self, altogether, the air and bearing of a 
bulldog, whilk I hav« seen loosed at a fiur upon 
a BHul staig ; whereupon I was sometlungdiuii^ 
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«d^ aod withdrew myself to call upon sister Babie, 
who fears neither dog oor devil, when there is 
in quesdon the little penny nller. And truly she 
raise to the fray as I hae seen the Lindsays and 
Ogilvies bristle up, when Donald MaoDonnoch, 
or the like, made a start down frae the Highlands 
on the braes of Islay. But an auM useless car- 
hoe, called Tronda Dronsdaughter, (they might 
caU her Drone the sell of h&t^ without farther 
addhtion,) flung harself right in my sisCer^s gate, 
and ydlodied and skirled, that you would have 
thought her a whole generation of hounds; whe;^ 
upon I judged it best to make ae yoking of it, 
and stop the pieugfa until I got my aister'^s assist- 
anoe. Whilk when I had done, and we mounted 
the stmr to the apartment in which the said dwarf, 
devil, or other apparition was to be seen, dwarf, 
hom, and siller, wete as dean gane as if the cat 
had hckit the place where I saw them.^ 

Here Triptolemus paused in his extraordinary 
narration, while the rest of the party looked upon 
eadi other in surprise, and the Udaller muttered 
to Claud Halcro— ^^ By all tdcens, this must have 
beea ^ther the devil or Nichdas Strumpfer ; and 
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if it were him, he is more of a goblin than jf?et I 
gave him credit for, and shall be apt to rote him 
as such in future.*" Then addresang the Factor, 
he inquired — ^^ Saw ye nought how this dwarf of • 
yours parted company ?"" 

'^ As I shall answer it, no,^ answered Tripto*;-. 
lemus, with a cautious look around him as if. 
daunted by the recollection, ^' ndther I nor Ba*; 
bie^ who had her wits more about her, not havio|; . 
seen this unseemly viaon, could perceive any way . 
by whilk he made evasion. Only Tronda saidj 
she saw him flee forth of the window of the west 
roundel of the auld house, upon a dragon, as she- 
averred. But, as the dragon is held a fubvlotti: 
animal, I suld pronounce her averment; toMS^ 
upon deceptio visual* 

<' But may we not adc feather,^ said. JBcendi^ , 
stimulated by cariosity to lm«w jis mi|l^: q£ her 
Gouain Noma*s family as was possible, f^- bqwjitt^ 
this operated upon Mast^ Yellowley, sbas-tQ'j 
^pccasion his being in this place at so unseasooable 
an hour ?^ 

^^ Seasonable it must be. Mistress Brenda^ sing^ 
it brought us into your sweet company,^ 9mw.^^r: 
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ed Claud Hakro, ivhose mercurial brain far out-' 
stripped the slow conceptions of the agriculturist, 
and who became impatient of being so long silent 
** To say the truth, it was I, Mistress Brenda, 
who reconmiended to our friend the Factor, whose 
house I chanced to call at just after this mis- 
chanee, (and where, by the way, owing doubtless 
tatbe hurry of their q>irits, I was but poorly re- 
ceive,) to make a ri^t to our other friend at Fit- 
ftlUiead, well judging from certain points of the 
story, at which my other and more particular 
friend than either (looking at Magnus) may 
d^noe to form a guess, that they who break a 
head are the best to fifid a plaister. And' as our 
friend the Factor sorupled travelling on horse- 
back, in respect of some tumbles from our 
pdii ido ^ ^ 

^ Which are incarnate devils,^ said Triptole- 
lAus aloud, muttering under his breath, ^< like 
every live thing that I have found in Zetland.^ 

/*i Well, Fowde,'' continued Halcro, " I un- 
dertook to carry him to Fitful-head in my little 
boat, whiph Giles i|nd I can ipanage as if it were 
an 'Admiral^' barge full manned ; and Master 
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Tri{iloleniuft Yellowky will tdl you bow geaman- 
tike I {Hloted him to the little haveD, within a 
quarter of a mile of N<»iia*8 dweUing.^ 

^^ I wish to heaven yoa had brought me as safe 
hack agun,^ aaid the Factor. 

^' Why, to be sure,^ replied the minstiel, ^' I 
am, as glorious John says^ 

A daring pilot in extremity. 

Pleased with the danger when the wayes go higfa^ 

I seek the storm — Imty for a cahn mifi^ 

Win sleer too near the sands, to shew my tdC 

^ I shewed fittk wit in entrustuig aiysetf to 
your charge^^ said Triptolemus; '^ mid jou still 
less when you upset the boat at the throat of the 
Voe, as you call it, whsa evea the pocnr baim^ 
that was mair than half drowned, told you that 
you were canying too much sail ; and then ye 
wad fasten the rape to the bit stick aa the |boat-i^ 
side, that ye might have time to play <hi the 
fiddle.'^ 

^ What 1'' said the Udaller, <' make fast the 
sheets to the thwart ? a most unseamanHke prac- 
tice, Claud Halcra'' 
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And sae came of it,"^ replied the agrieultu- 
rist ; '^ for the neist Uast, and we are nerar Umg 
without ane m these parts, whomled us as a 
gudewife would whomle a bowie, and ne^er a 
thiDg wad Maister Halcro save but his fiddle. 
His piur baim swam out like a water-spantely 
and I swattered hard for my life» wi* the help of 
ane of the oars ; and here we are, oomfortlesa 
creatures, that, till a good wind blew you here, 
had naethii^ to eat but a mouthful of Norway 
rusk, thai has mair saw-dust than rye-meal in it, 
and tastes liker turpentine than any thing else.^ 

^ I Aougfat we heard you v^ merry,^ said 
Brenda, *^ as we came along the beach.** 

^ Ye heard a fiddle^ Mistress Brenda,"" said 
the FflECtor ; << and maybe ye may think there 
can be nae dearth. Miss, where that is skirling. 
]But then it was Maister Claud Halerb*s fiddle, 
4 whiMc^ I am apt to think^ wad skirl at his father^s 
deatk*bed, or at his. mn, sae lang as Ins fingers 
could piniji thairm. And it was nae sma" aggra* 
vatkn to nrfr misfibrtune to have him bumming 
a^ sorts of springs,— ^Norse and Soots, Highland 
and Lxwland^ English and Itsdtan, in my lug, as 
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if nothing had happened that was ambs, a&d we 
all in such stress and perplexity.^ 

'^ Why, I told you sorrow would never right 
the boat. Factor,^ said the thoughdess minstrel, 
'^ and I did my best to make you merry ; if I 
failed, it was neither my fault nor my. fiddleV 
I have drawn the bow across it befoce gknrioiis 
Jdin Dryden himself.*^ 

^^ I will hen: no stcmes about glorious- Jol^ 
Dryden,"" answered the Udaller, who dreaded 
Halcn>*8 narratives as much as Triptolemu^ did 
his music. <<I will hear nought of lum, but one 
story to every three bowk of punchy-«*k is our 
old paction, you know. But tdl me insl^^ 
what said Noma to you about your errand ?^ 

^' Ay, there was anither fine up^shot^^ said 
Master Yellowley* ^^ She wadna look at vs^^or 
listen to us; only she bothered our aoquaiataii^ 
Master Halero here, who thought he eould have 
sae much to say wi"* her, with about a score of 
questions about your family and household estate^ 
Master Magnus Tml ; and when she had gotten 
iC she wanted out of him, I thought she wa4 bae 
dung him ower the craig, like an empty pea-cod.^ 
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And foip yourself?^ said the Udallen 
*^ She ivadna listen to my story^ nor hear sae 
mtich as a word that I bad to say,^ answered 
Triptolemus ; ^' and sae much for them that seek 
to witches and familiar spirits.^ 

^ You needed not to have had recourse to 
Nomads wisdom, Master Factor,*^ said Minna, 
not unwilling, perhaps, to stop his railing against 
fl^ fneiid who had so lately rendered her service ; 
''^ the youngest child in Orkney could have told 
you, tliat fairy treasures, if they are not wisely 
employed for the good of others, as well as of 
those to whom they are imparted, do not dwell 
long" with their possessors.^^ 

*^ Your humble servant to commaad. Mistress 
Minnie,^ said Triptolemus ', ^' I thank ye for 
the liint,-«*and I am blithe that you have got- 
ten your wits'**-! beg pardon, I meant your 
health*— into the bam^^yard again. For the trea- 
sure, I neither used nor abused it,— they that 
live in the house with my sister Babie wad find 
it hard to do either !— and asi for speaking of it^ 

wbilk they say muckle offends them whom we 

u 
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in Scotland call Good Neighbours, and yon call 
Drows^ the face of the atild None kings on the 
ocnns themselves might have spoken as much 
about ii as ever I did.^ 

« The Factor,^ said Claud Halcro, not un. 
wilHng to seize the opportunity of reven^ng 
himself on Triptolemus, for disgracing his sea* 
manshipand dispara^ng his music,-— ^^ the Fac- 
tor was so scrupulous, as to keep the thing quiet 
even from his master, the Lord Chamberlain ; but 
now that the matter has ta*en wind, he is likely 
to have to account to his master for that which is 
no longer in his possession ; for the Lord Cham- 
berlain will be in no hurry, I think, to believe 
the story of the dwar^. Neither do I think, 
(winking to the IJdaller,) that Noma gave cre- 
dit to a word of so odd a stony ; and I dare say 
that was the reason that she reodved us, I must 
needs say, in a very dry manner. I rather thmk 
die knew that Triptolemus, our friend here, had 
found some other hiding hole for the money, 
and that the story of the goblin was all his own 
invention. For my part, I will never believe 

8 
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those was such adwarf to be Been as the creature 
Master YeUowley deBaibe% until I set my owa 
ejes on him.^ 

*^ Then you mi^ do so at this momenty^ said 
the Factor ; <^ text, by ~— -, (he muttered a deep 
asseveration as he qprung on his feet in great 
liprnMr^) there (he creature is P 

All turned their eyes in the diisection in whidi 
he pmQted, and cfaw the hideous mis-shapen fi- 
gure of Facolet^ with his eyes fixed and glaring 
at them tharou^ the smoke. He had stolen upon 
their conyersation unperceived, until the FactorV 
^yc lighted upon him in the manner we have dcr 
scribed. There was something so ghastly in his 
sudden and unexpected appearance^ that even the 
Udaller, to whom his form was familiar^ could 
not help starting. Neither pleased with himself 
for having testified this degree of emotion, how^ 
. ever slight| nor with the dwarf who had pvea 
cause to it, Magnus ask;ed him sharply, what was 
bifi buaness there P Pacolet relied by prodi^ 
cing a letter, which he gave to the Udaller, utter- 
ing a sound resembling the word Shogh. 
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'* That is the Higlilandman^s laiigiiage^*^ sakl 
the Udalkiv-^* did^st thou leam that, Nicholas, 
when you lost your own P* 

Pacolet nodded, and ttgned to him to read his 
letter* 

^1. « ^nt is no such easy matter by fire-light, 
my good friend,^ replied the Udaller ; ^ but it 
may concern Minna, and we musi try.^ 
'^'Brenda offered her asnstance, btft the Udaller 
answered, ^^ No, no, my^ gir},-^Noma*s lettets 
must be read by those they are written to. Give • 
the knave, Strampfer, a drop isi brandy the 
while, though he little deserves it at my hands, 
considering die grin with whieh he sent the good 
Nantz down the cn^ this morning, as if it had 
been as much ditdwwater.^ 

^ Will you be thb honest gentleman^is cup- 
bearer— his Ganymede, friend Yelkywley, or 
riudl I .^ said Claud Halcro aside to the Factor; 
while Magnus Troil, having carefuHy wip^d his 
spectacles, whieh he produced from a large cop* 
per-ease, had disposed them on his nose, and was 
study if^ the epistle of Noma« 
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*^ I would not touch him, or go near hiin, for 
all the Carse of Gowrie," said ihe Factor^ wbo«e 
fears were by no means entirely remoTed, though 
he saw.thmt the dwarf was feoeived aa a cifeature 
of fiesfa sLnd blood by the rest of the company ; 
'^ but I pray you to ask him what he has done 
with my horn of coin ?^ 

The dwa^f, who heard the questioOy threw 
btuA haa head, and displayed fai^enonnoua tfavoait, 
pointing to it with his finger* 

*' Nay, if he has swallowed them theie is no 
more to be said,^ replied the Factinr ; *^ only I 
. hope he wiU thrive on them as a oow <m wet clover. 
He is dame Nomads servant it^s like,-«-such man, 
such mistress ! But if theft and witchcraft are 
to go unpunished in this land, my Lord must 
&id another facUnr; for I have been used to 
live in a country where men^s worldly gear was 
keepit from infang and outfang thief^ as well as 
tbeiff nmnortal souls from the daws of the de^i 1 
and hi& cummers, — sain and save us T 

The agriculturist was perhaps the less reserved 
in expressmg his comptaittts, that the Udaller was 
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for the preseiit out of bettntig; havhig diawn 
Claud Hakaro tspeatt into anotlier omiar of tlie 
hilt. 

<< And tell me,'' and be, << ftiend Hakro, what 
.errand tools: thee to Snaibor^, since I leehon it 
was scarce the mcie pleaaore of sasBi^ in part- 
nership with yonder barnade ?^ . 

'< In faith, Eowde,"* said the Baid^ << and if 
you will have the truth, I went to qwak toiNoBaa 
on your affairs.^ 

*<Oa my affairs/^ replied the Udailer:; <^on 
whi^ aflSsirs crf^'miae ?^ 

*^ Just touohing your daughter's heiMb. 1 
, heard that Noma refused your message, and 
would not see Eric Scambester. Now, said I to 
mysdf, I have scaice joyed in meat, or driidc, or 
music, or aught else, anee Jarto Minna has been 
so ill ; and I may say, fiterally as wett as il^(ura« 
tiYely, that my day and night hare been made 
sorrowful to ine. In short, I. thought I m^t 
have some more intesest with old Noma -than 
another, as Scalds and wise women were always 
aooounted soanetfaing ddn ; and I undaitook the 
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did friend and his lovely daughter.^ 

'< And it was most kindly «k>ne of ypu^ good 
wann^hearted Claud,^ said the UdaUer^ shakings 
him waraUy by the faand^— »*^ I ever said you 
shewed die good old Norse heart amongst aQrthy 
fiddling and thy folly* Wby^ manf, never wince 
far the matter^ bat be blithe that thy heart' is 
belter than thy head, Wdl^-^-and I warrant 
you got no answer from Noma f^ . 

- <^ None to }>urpose,^ replied Claud Halcro ;. 
<<- but die hdd me ck>se to question about Miurr 
nals ^nestf too^-o-and I told her how I bad met 
her^abfoad the other morning in no very good 
weather, and how her sister Brenda aaid she 
bad hurt her foot ;— i)i short, I told her all and 
evory thing. I knew.^ - »' 

'^ And something more besides, it would seem,^ 
sand the Udaller ; ** for I, at least, never heard 
before that Minna had hurt herself.^ 

** O, a semtch I a mere scratch r said the.xdd 
man ; ^^ but I was starded about it— -terrific lest 
U had faeen the Ute of a dog» or. some hfirt fr<mi 
a venomous thing. I told all to Ncnrna, however.^ 
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*f And what,^ answered the Udaller, ^ did ahe 
say, in the way of reply ?* 

** She bade me f)egone about my bunBefis, and 
tdd me that the issue would be known at the 
Kirkwall Fair; ahd said just the like to tins 
noodle of a Factor-— it was all that dther of us 
got for our labour,^ said Halcro. 

^< l!1iat is strange^^ said Magnus. ^ My kins- 
woman writes me in tMs letter not to fail gcatg 
thither with my daughters. This Fair runs 
strongly in her head ;-— one would think she in- 
tended to lead the iftirket, and yet she has no- 
thing to buy or to sell there which I know t>£ 
And so you came away as wise as you wmt, and 
swamped your boat at the mouth of the Voe P* 

^* Why, how could I help it ?^ sidd the poet. 
<^ I had set the boy to 8.teer, and as die flaw 
came suddeidy off shore, I cQuld not let go the 
tack and play on the fiddle at 4he same time* 
But it is all wdl enough, salt-waterne^er harm^ 
ed Zetlander, so he could get bat of it ; andj as 
Heaven would have it, we wei^ within man^s 
depth of the shore, and chancing to find iMs sUo, 
we should have done well enough, with shelter and 
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fire, and are much better than well with your 
good cheer and good compmay. But it wears 
late, and Night and Day muet be both as sleepy 
as old Midnight can make them. There is an 
inner crib here, where the fishers slept,— some- 
what fragrant with the smell of their fish, but 
that is wholesome. They shaH bestow themselves 
tha*e, with the help of what cloaks you have, 
and tb^ we will hi^e one cup of brandy, and 
one staye of glorious Johi^ or some little trifle of 
my own, and so sleep as sound as cobblers.^ 

<^ Two glasses of brainy, if you please^^ said 
the Udaller, '^ if our stores do not run dfy ; but 
not a single stave of ^orious John or of ai^y one 
dse to-night.^ 

Ajod this being arranged and execute^ agree- 
ably to the pei%mptory pleasure of the Udaller, 
the wl]ol0 party epQsigned themselves to slupiber 
for the Qigl^t) apd on the next day departed for 
thi^r several habitations, Claud Halcro haring 
previously arranged with the Udaller that he 
would 4ccdiQpany him and his daughters on their 
.^QpQsed visit to Kirkwall, 
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CHAPTER lY. 



^ By Uus hand, llMm AiDk*it meat fiur inlli» devils liook » 
thoa «id Falftafl^ for obdoracj and peniskency. Lcttheendtry 

the man Albat I could lidi to dice, (as to one it plenea mt,' 

for fault of a better, to call my fixnd,) I oonldbe ead^ and nd^ 
indeed too." 



to Orkney, and request our readers to accompany 
us to the ruins of an elegant, though ancient 
structure, called the EarPs Palace. Theseiemains^ 
though much dilapidated, still exist in the neigh-» 
bofirfaood of the massive and venerable pile, which 
Norwegian devotion dedicated to Siuiit Magnus 
the Martyr^ and, bong contiguous to the Bishop^s 
Palace, which is also ruinous, the {dace is impress 
sive, as exhibiting vestiges of the mutations both 
in Church and State which have affected Olrknqry 
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as well as countries more exposed to such oon*. 
YidsioB& Several ports of diese ruinous build- 
ings might be selected (under suitable modificiu 
tions) as the model of a Grothic mansion, pro^ 
viding ardiitects would be contented rather to 
imitate what is really beautiful in that species of 
binlding, than to make a medley of the caprices 
of the order, confounding the military, ecclesiaa- 
ticid, and domestic styles of all ages at random, 
with additional fmtasies and combinadcHis of 
thdr own device, *^ all formed out of the builder^s 
brain." 

The EarPs Palace forms three rades of an ok 
long square, and has, even in its ruins, the air of 
an dqfant yet massiye structure, uniting, as was 
usual in the residence of feudal pinces, the chiu 
meter of a palace and of a castle. A great ban-^ 
quetti»g-haU, communicattDg with severld hi>*g« 
roimds, or progectuig turret-rooms, and having 
at rither end an immense chimney, testified ib^ 
aneient Northern hospitality of the Earls of Ork-^ 
ney, and communicates, almost in the modem 
fashion, with a gallery, or withdrawing-room, of 
coiru sp o n ding dimensiOQs, and halving, Kke the 
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ball, its projecting tiinret& The IcnrcUy hall itself is 
lighted by a fine Gothic window of shafted stone 
at one end^ and is .entered by a qraeibus and de- 
gant staircase^ con»sting of three flights of stone 
steps. The exterior ornaments and proportions 
of the ancient building are also very handsome; 
but, being totally unprotected, this remnant of the 
pomp and. grandeur of Earls, who assumed the 
license as wdl as the dignity of petty sovcragns, 
is now &st crumbling to decay, and has suffer- 
ed coB^eraUy nnce the date of oiur story. 

With folded arms and downcast looks, the pi^ 
rate Cleveland was pacing slowly the mined hiaU 
which we have just deecnbed, a place o£ retuee- 
ment whidi he had probably diosod because it 
was distant firom public resort. His dress was 
oonfflderably altered from that whidi he usually 
wore in Zetland, and seemed a sort of unifonn, 
richly laced, and exhibiting no sinaU quantity of 
embroidery ; a hat with a plume, and a small* 
swoid, Tery handsomely mounted, then the con- 
stant companion of levejry one who assumed the 
rank of a gentleman, shewed his pf etenmitt. to 
that character. But if his exterior waa so far 
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improved, it seemed to be otherwiae with his 
health and spirits. He was pale, and had lost 
both the fire of his eye and the vivacity of his 
step, and his whole appearance indicated melan* 
choly <ji mind, or suffering of body, or a com- 
bination of both evils. 

As Cleveland thus paced these ancient ruins, 
a young man, of a light and slender form, whose 
showy dffess seemed to have been studied with 
(»re,yet exhil^ted more extravagance than judge* 
ment or taste, whose manner was a janty affecta^ 
tioB of tlbe free and easy rake of the period, and 
the expreseion of whose countenance was lively, 
wkb a cast of. effronteiy , tripped up the staircase^ 
entered the hall, and presented himself to Cleve- 
land, who merdy nodded to him, and pulling 
bis hat deeper over his brows, resumed his soli- 
tary and discontented promenade* 

The stranger adjusted his own hat, nodded in 
return, took smiff, with the air of a petti maitre^ 
from a richly chased gold box, offered it to 
-Cleveland as he paced, and being repulsed rather 
coldly, replaced the box in his pocket, folded his 
arms, in his turn, and stood lookitog with fixed 
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attention on bis motions wbose solitude be bad 
interrupted. At lengtb Cleveland stopped sbort,. 
as if impatient of beii^ longer the siibjeet of his 
observation, and said abruptly^ ^^ Why can Ir 
not be left alone for half an hour, and what the 
devil is it that you want ?^ . 

<< I am glad you spoke first,^ answered the 
stranger, cardessly ; .*' I was determined toLeow. 
whether you were Clement Cleveland^ or Gkw: 
mentis ghost, and they say ghosts never, take tbf» 
first word, so I now s^ it down for yourself in life 
and limb ; and here is a fine old hurly4M>ase yoit 
have found out for an owl to hide bimsdf in at 
mid-day, or a ghost to 'revisit the pale gfimpaes 
of the moon, as the divine Shakespeare says.^^ 

<^ Well, well,^ answered Cleveland, abruptly^ 
<< your jest is made, and now let us have your 
earnest.'' 

<< In earnest, then. Captain Cleveland,'' re- 
plied his companion, '^ I think you know moj for 
your friend." 

*^ I am CQnt€»t to suppose so," replied Cleve- 
land* . I •> 

** It is more than suppoation,-' rejdied. the 
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young mikn ; '< I hare proved iU--proTed it both 
here and elsewhere.^ 

<' Well, welly'' answered Cleveland, << I admit 
jou have been always a friendly frllow nnd 
what then?'' 

<< Well, well— end what then ?" replied the 
other ; '^ this is but a brief way of thanking folks. 
Look you. Captain, here is Benson, Barlowe, 
Dick Fktoher, and a few others of us who wish- 
ed you wdl, have kept your old comrade Cap- 
tun Goffe in these seas upon the look-out for 
you, when he and Hawkins, and the greater part 
of the ship's company, would fain have been 
down on the Spanish Main, and at the old trade." 

^^ And I wish to God that you had all gone 
about your business," said Cleveland, ^^ and left 
im to my fate." 

*^ Which would have been to be infonned 
against and hanged. Captain, the first time diat 
any of th^se Dutch or Engfish rascals, whom you 
have lightened of their cargoes, came to set ihm 
ej^ upon you, and no place morelikaly to meet 
with searfazing xalen, than in ^ese Isbmds. And 
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here, to screen yoa fimn such a risk) we have liem 
wasting our predous time here, till folkaare grown 
▼ery peery ; and when we hare no more goods or 
money to spend amongst them, the fellows will 
be for grabbing the ship.^ 

*< Well then, why do you not sail eiF without 
me ?^ said Cleveland-**^ There has been fair pafir^ 
iition, and all have had their share— let all do as 
they like* I have lost my ship, and Bating been 
once a Captain, I will not go to sea ubder &>m- 
mand of Goffe or any other 'man. Bendes, yon 
know well enough that both Hawkins atad he bei^ 
me ill-will for keeping them from sinking the Spa- 
nish i>rig, with the poor devRs of negroes onboard.^ 
^ Why, what the foul iiend is the matter with 
thee ?^ said his companion ; ^ Are you Clement 
Cleveland, our own old true-hearted Clem of the 
Cleugh, and do you talk of being afr»d of Haw- 
kins and Goffe, and a score of such fdlows, when 
you have myself, and Barlow, and Dick Fletdier 
at your back? When was it we deserted you, 
either in coundl or in fight, that you shotiM be 
afr^d of our flinching now P And as for serving 
under Goffe^ I hope it is no new thing for gen* 
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Ifemen of fortune whd are going on the aecount^ 
to dbange a Captain noTf and then« Letu8id<»ie 
for that, Captain you shall be ; for death rock me 
asleep if I serve under that fellow Goffe, who is 
as very a blood-hx>und as ever sucked bitch— no, 
no, I thank you-^my Captain must hdve a little 
of the gentleman about him, hoirsoever. Besides, 
you know, it was you who first dipped my bands 
in the dirty water, and turned me from a stroller 
by land, t& a A>ver by sea.*^ 

^' Alas, poor Bunce r said Cleveland, ^^ you 
owe me little thanks for that service.^ 

^ That is as you take it,^ replied Bunce ; ^< for 
my part, I see no harm in levying contributionB 
on the public either one way or tother* But I 
wish you would forget that name of Bunce, and 
call me Altamont, as I have often desired you to 
do* I hope a gentleman of the roving trade has 
as good a right to have an alias as a stroller, aiid 
I never stepped on the boards but what I was 
Altamont at the least.^ 

^< Well then. Jack Altamont,^ replied Cleve- 
land, *^ since Altamont is the wor d * * 

'^ Yes, but Captain, Jack is not the word, 

9 
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* 

tboiighAlUuiiQiitbeaob JadLAltemont?— -whjr^ 
Ttis a vdvet coat with paper laee— Let it be Fie* 
derick. Captain ; Frederick Altamont is all of a 
pieoe.^ 

<< Frederick be it then, with all my heart,'' aud 
Cleveland; ^ and |Mray tell me, which of your 
names will aound bett at the bead of the Last 
Speech, Confenion, and Dying Words of John 
Bunce, 4dias Frederick Altamont, who was this 
mcnming hanged at Execation^odc, for the cnme 
of Piracy upon the High Seas f^ 

<' Faith, I cannot answer that questicm, with* 
out another can of grog. Captain ; so if you will 
go down with me to Bet Haldane's on the quay, 
I will bestow some thou^t on the matter^ with 
the help of a right pipe of Tiinidado. We will 
have the gallon bowl filled with the best stuff you 
ever tasted, and I know some smart wendies who 
wiU help us to drmn it. But you shake ypur 
head^-you'renot i*" the vem ? — ^Well then, I will 
stay with you ; for by this hand, Clem, you shift 
me not off. Only I will ferret you out of this 
burrow of old stones, and cany you into sun- 
shine and fair air.— Where shall we go ?*• 

10 
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" Where you will," said Cleveland^ <<io tbat 
you keep out of the way of our own rascals^ and 
all others." 

** Why, then," replied Bunce, " you and I 
wilf go up to the Hill of Whitford, which over- 
looks the town, and walk together as gravely and 
honestly as a pair of well emplojred attorneys." 

As they proceeded to leave the ruinous castle^ 
Bunce, turning back to look at it, thus addresi^ 
ed his companion : 

'< Hark ye. Captain, doest thou know who last 
inhabited this old cock -loft ?" 

** An Earl of the Orkneys, they say," replied 
Cleveland. 

*^ And are you avised what death he died of?" 
said Bunce ; '^ for I have heard that it was of a 
tight neck-collar — a hempen fever, or the like." 

'^ The people here do say," replied Cleveland, 
^^ that his lordship, some hundred years ago, had 
the mishap to become acquainted with the nature 
of a loop and a leap in the air." 

** Why, la ye there now !" said Bunce ; " there 
was some credit in being hanged in those days, 
and in such worshipful company. And what 

VOL. III. F 
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might his lordship have done to. deserve such 
promotion ?^ 

** Plundered the liege subjects, they say," re- 
plied Cleveland; ^^ slain and wounded them^ fired 
upon his Majesty^s Eag^ and so forth." 

^ Near a-kin to a gentleman rover, then," said 
Bunce, making a theatrical bow towards the dd 
building; ^^and, tha'efore, my most potent, grave, 
and reverend Signior Earl, I crave leave to call 
you my loving couan, and bid.you most heartily 
adieu. I leave you in the good company of rats 
and mice, and so forth, and I carry with me an 
honest gentleman, who, having of late had no 
more heart than a mouse, is now desirous to run 
away from his profes^on and friends like a rat, 
and would therefore be a most fitting deotzen of 
your Earlship'*s palace." 

". I would advise you not to speak so loud, 
my good friend, Frederick Altamont, or John 
Bunce," said Cleveland ; ^< when you ware on 
the stage, you might safely rant as loud as you 
listed ; but, in your present profession, of which 
you are so fond, every man speaks imder cor« 
rection of the yard-arm, and a running noose " 
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'The comrades left the little town of Kirkwall 
in silrace, and ascended the Hill of Whiteford» 
which raises its brow of dark heathy uninterrupt- 
ed by inclosures or cultivation of any kind, to the 
northward of the ancient Burgh of Saint Magnus. 
The pliun at the foot of the hill was already occu- 
pied by numbers of persons who were engaged in 
making preparations fo^ the Fair of Saint 011a» to 
be held upon the ensiling day, and which totms a 
general rendezvous to all the neighbouring islands 
of Orkney^ and is even frequented by many per- 
sons from the more distant archipelago of Zot^ 
land* It is, in the words of the Proclamation^ 
*^ a free Mercat and Fair, holden at the good 
Burgh of Kirkwall on the third of August, being 
Saint OUaw^s day,^ and continuing for an inde^ 
finite space thereafter, extending from three days 
to a week, and upwards. The Fair is of great 
antiquity, and derives its name from Olaus^ 
Olave^ OUaw, the celebrated Monarch of Nor- 
way, who, rather by the edge of his sword than 
any milder argument, introduced ChrisUanity 
into those isles, and was respected as the patron 
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of Kirkwall some time before he shared that 
honour with Saint Magnus the Martyr. 

It was no part of Cleveland's purpose to 
mingle in the busy scene which was here going 
on ; and, tumingtheir route to the left, they soon 
ascended into undisturbed solitude, save wherb 
the grouse, more plentiful in Orkney, perhaps, 
than in any other part of the British dominions, 
tose in covey, and went off before them. Having 
continued to ascend till they had well nigh readi- 
ed the summit of the conical hill, bodi turned 
Bound, as with one consent, to lode at and ad- 
mire the prospect beneath. 

The lively bustle which extended between the 
foot of the hill and the town, gave life and varie^ 
to that part of the scene ; then was seen the town 
itself, out of which arose, like a great mass, supe^ 
rior in proportion as it seemed to the whole burgh, 
the ancient Cathedral of Saint Magnus, of the 
heaviest order of Gkithic architecture, but grand, 
solemn, and stately, the work of a distant age^ 
and of a powerful hand. The quay, with the 
shipping, lent additional vivacity to the scene ; 
and not only the whole beautiful bay, which lies 
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betwixt the prcHnontories of Inganess and Quaii^ 
ternessj at the bottom of which Eirkwail is si- 
tuated, but all the sea, so far as visible, and in 
particular the whole strait betwixt the island of 
Shapinsha and that called Pomona, or the Main- 
land, was covered and enlivened by a variety of 
boats and small vessels, freighted from distant 
islands to convey passengers or merchandize to 
the Fair of 5aint Oilaw. 

Having attained the point by which this fair 
and busy prospect was most completely command, 
ed, each of the strangers, in seaman fashion, had 
recourse to his spy-glass, to assist the naked eye 
in considering the bay of Eirkwail, and the nu« 
merous vessels by which it was traversed. But 
the attention of the two companions seemed to be 
arrested by different objects. That of Bunce, or 
Altamont, as he chose to call himself, was rivet* 
ted to the armed sloop, where, conspicuous by 
het square rigging and length of beam, with the 
Englidi jack and pennon, which they had the 
precaution to keep flying, she lay among the mer« 
chant vessels^ as distinguished from them by the 
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trim neatness of her appearance, as a trained soL 
cber amongst a crowd c£ downs. 

'* Yonder she lies,** said Bonce ; ^' I widi to 
God she was in the bay of Honduras— *you cap^ 
tain, on the quarter-deck, I your lieutenant, and 
Fletdier quarter-master, and fifty stout fieUows 
under us— I should not wish to aee these blasted 
heaths and rocks again for one while ! — ^And cap- 
tain you shall soon be. The old brute Goffe gets 
drunk as a lord every day, swaggers, and shoots, 
and cuts among the crew ; and beades, he has 
quarrelled with the people here so damnably, that 
they wiU scarce let wat^ or provisimis go on board 
of us, and we expect an open breach every day.*^ 

As Bunoe received no answer, he turned short 
round on his companion, and perceiving his at- 
tention otherwise engaged, exclaimed,-— '< What 
the devil is the matter with you ? or what can 
you see in all that trumpery small-craft, which is 
only loaded with stock-fish and ling, and smoked 
geese, and tubs of butter that is worse than tal- 
low— 4he cargoes of the whole lumped together 
would not be worth the flash of a pistol.— No, no, 
give me such a chase as we might see from the 
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mast-head o£Pthe island of TrinidadQ. Your Don, 
rolling as deep in the water as agrampus, deep- 
loaden with rum, sugar, and bales of tobacco, 
and all the rest ingots, moidores, and gold dust ; 
then set all sail, clear the deck, stand to quarters, 
up with the Jolly Roger*— we near her — ^we make 
her out to be well manned and armed.^ 

'^ Twenty guns on her lower deck,^ said Cleve- 
land. 

*^ Forty, if you will," retorted Bunce, " and we 
have but tenmounted-^never mind. TheDon bla- 
2es away—never mind yet, my brave lads — ^run 
her alongside, and on board with you-— to work, 
with your grenadoes, your cutlasses, pole-axes, 
;and pistols^The Don cries Miserecordia, and we 
share the cargo without co licencio Seignior J* 

^^ By my faith," said Cleveland, " thou takest 
so kindly to the trade, that all the world may see 
jthat no honest mao was spoiled when you were 
made a pirate. But you shall not prevail on me 



* The pirates gave this name to the black flag, which> 
with many hoirible devices to enhance its terrors was 
their favourite enugn. 
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to go farther in the devirs road with you ; for 
jou know yourself that what is got over his back 
is spent — you wot how. In a week, or a month at 
most, the rum and the sugar is out, the bales ol 
tobacco have become smoke, the mmdores, ingots, 
and gold dust, have got out of ouf hands, into 
those of the quiet, honest, consdentious folks who 
dwdl at Port Royal and elsewhere — ^wink hard 
on our trade as long as we have money, but not a 
jot beyond. Then we have cold looks, and it may 
be a hint is given to the Ju€^ Marshal; forwhea 
oar pockets are worth nothii^, our honest friends, 
rather than want, wiU make money upoo our 
heads. Then comes a high gallows and a short 
halter, and so dies the GrentlemaB Rover. I tell 
theel will leave this trade ; and when I turn my 
g^ass from one of these barks and boats to ano- 
ther,, there is not the worst of th«n winch I would 
not row for life, rather tlum continue to be what 
I have been. These poor men make the sea a 
meims o£ honest livelihood and friendly commu- 
nication between shore and shore, for the mutual 
b^efit of the inhabitants ; but we have made it 
a road to the ruin of others, and. to our own de- 
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stmctioD here and in etermty.— I am determined 

to turn honest man, and use this life no kmger T 

** And where will your honesty take up its 

abode, if it please you P** said Bunce.— " You 
have broke the laws of every nation, and the 
hand of the law will detect and crush you where* 
ever you may take refuge. — Cleveland, I speak 
to you more seriously than I am wont to do. I 
baye had my reflections too, and they have been 
bad enough and bitter enough, though they last- 
ed but a few minutes, to spoil me weeks of jovi« 
ality. But here is the matter,-i-what can we do 
but go on as we have done, unless we have a di- 
rect purpose of adorning the yard-arm ?^ 

« We may claim the benefit of the proclama* 
tion to those of our sort who come in and 8ur« 
render,^ said Cleveland. 

^' Umph r answered his companion, drily ; 
^^ the date of that day of grace has been for 
some time over, and they may take the penalty 
or grant the pardon at their pleasure. Were I 
you, I would not put my neck in such a venture.^ 

*< Why, others have been admitted but lately to 
favour, and why should not I P^ said Cleveland. 
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" Ay,'" replied his associate, ** Harry Glasby 
and some others have been spared ; but Grlaidiy 
did what was called good service, in betraying 
his comrades, and retaking the Jolly Fortune ; 
and that I think you would scorn, even to be re- 
venged of the brute Goffe yonder,^ 

** I would die a thousand times sooner,^ snd 
Clevdand. 

'^ I will be sworn for it,^ ssdd Bunce ; ^^ and 
the others were forecastle fellows— petty larc^y 
rogues, scarce worth the hemp it would have cost 
to hang them. But your mune has stood too high 
amongst the gentlemen of fortune for you to get 
off so easily. You are the prime buck of the 
herd, and will be marked accordin^y.'" 

And why so, I pray you ?^ said Cleveland ; 

you know well enough my aim, Jack.^ 

" Frederick, if you please,"* said Bunce. 

" The devil take your folly ! — ^Pr'ythee keep 
thy wit, and let us be grave for a moment.^ 

" For a moment — ^be it so,"* said Bunce ; ** but 
I feel the spirit of Altamont coming fast upon 
me,— I have been a grave man for ten minutes 
already.'" 
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^' Be ao then for a little longer,^ said Cleve- 
laad ; ^^ I know, Jack, that you really love me ; 
and since we have come thus far in this talk, I 
will trust you entirely. Now tell me why should 
I be refused the benefit of this gracious procla- 
mation ? I have borne a rough outside, as thou 
knowest ; but, in time of need, I can shew the 
number of lives which I have been the means of 
saving, the property which I have restored to 
those who owned it, when, without my inter- 
cession, it would have been wantonly destroyed. 

In short, Bunce, I can shew ^ 

^' That you were as gentle a thief as Robin Hood 
himself,^' said Bunce, ^^ and for that reason, I, 
Fletcher, and the better sort amongst us, love you, 
as one who saves the character of us G^tlemen 
Bx)vers from utter reprobation.— Well, suppose 
your pardon made out, what are you to do ne^t?— 
what class in society will receive you ? — with 
whom will you associate ? Old Drake, in Queen 
Bess's time, could plunder Peru and Mexico 
without a line of commission to shew for it, and, 
blessed be her memory, he was knighted for it 
on his return. And there was Hal Morgan, the 
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Wekhman, nearer our time, in the days of merry 
King Charles, brought all his gettings home, had 
his estate and his country-hoase, and who but he. 
But that is all ended now — once a prate, and an 
outcast for ever. The poor devil may go and live, 
diunned and despised by every one, in some ob^ 
seure sea^port, with such part of his guilty earn- 
ings as courtiers and clerks leave him— for par* 
dons do not pass the seals for nothing ;•— and when 
he takes his walk along the pier, if a stranger 
asks, who is the down-looking, swarthy, melan* 
choly man, for whom all make way, as if he 
brought the plague in his person, the answer 
shall be, that is such-a-one, the pardoned pirate i-— 
No honest man will speak to him,— no woman of 
repute will give him her hand«^ 

*' Your picture is too highly coloured. Jack,** 
said Cleveland, suddenly interrupting his friend ; 
^' there are women — there is one at least, that 
would be true to her lover, even if he were what 
you have described.'' 

Bunce was silent for a moment, and looked 
fixedly at his friend. *^ By my soul !** he said 
at length, << I begin to think myself a conjuror. 
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Unlikely as it all was, I could not help suspect- 
ing from the beginning that there was a girl in 
the case. Why, this is worse than Prince Volscius 
in love, ha ! ha ! ha !^ 

^^ Laugh as you will,^* said Cleveland, '* it is 
true ; — ^there is a maiden who is contented to love 
me, pirate as I am ; and I will fairly own to you, 
Jack, that though I have often at times detested 
our roving life, and myself for following it, yet I 
doubt if I could have found resolution to make 
the break which I have now resolved on, but for 
her sake.^ 

^^ Why, then, Grod-a-mercy T replied Bunce, 
<^ there is no speaking sense to a madman ; and 
love in one of your trade. Captain, is little better 
than lunacy. The girl must be a rare creature, for 
a wise man to risk hanging for her. But harkye^ 
may she not be a little touched as well as your- 
self ?— and is it not sympathy that has done it ? 
She is, I understand, not one of our ordinary 
cockatrices, but a ^1 of conduct and character.^ 

^^ Both are as undoubted as that she is the 
most beautiful and bewitching creature whom 
the eye ever opened upon,^ answered* Cleveland, 
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*< And she loves thee, knowing thee^ most 
iH)ble Captmn, to be a commander amoog those 
gentlemen of fortune whom the vulgar call pu 
rates ?'' 

" Even 80-— I am assured of it,^ said Cleve- 
land« 

" Why, then,^ answered Bunoe, " she is either 
mad in good earnest, as I said before^ or she 
does not know what a pirate is*^ 

^* You are right in the last point,^ replied 
Cleveland. '^ She has been bred in such remote 
simplicity, and utter ignorance of what is evil| 
that she compares our occupation with that of 
the old Northmen, who swept sea and haven with 
their victorious galleys, established colonies, can- 
quered countries, and took the name of Sea^ 
Kings.'' 

^^ And a better one it is than that of piraite^ 
and comes much to the same purpose^ I dare 
say,'' said Bunce. ^' But this must be a mettled 
wench ! — ^why did you not bring her aboard ? 
methinks it was pity to baulk her fancy." 

^^ And do you think," said Cleveland, ^^ that 
I could so ittterly play the part of a fallen spirit 



THE PIRATE. 95 

as to avail myself of her enthusiastic error, and 
bring an angel of beauty and innocence acquaint^ 
ed with such a hell as exists on board of yonder 
infernal ship of oursP-^I tell you, my friend, 
tlMit were all my former sins doubled in weight 
and in dye, such a villainy would have out- 
glared and outwdghed them all.^ 

^< Why, then. Captain Cleveland,'' said his 
confidant, <^ methinks it was but a fooPs part to 
come hither at all. The news must one day have 
gone abroad, that the celebrated pirate, Captain 
Clevdand, with his good sloop the Revenge, 
had been lost on the Mainland of Zetland, and 
all hands perished ; so you would have remaned 
hid both from friend and enemy ^ and might have 
married your pretty Zetlander, and converted 
your sash and scarf into fishing-nets, and your 
cutlass into a harpoon, and swept the seas for 
fish instead of florins*'' 

^< And so I had determined," said the Captain ; 
" but a Jagger, as they call them here, like a 
meddling, peddling thief as he is, brought down 
intelligence to Zetland of your lying here, and I 
was fain to set off, to see if you were the consort 

13 
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of whom I had told them^ long before I thought 
of leaving the roving trade.'' 

" Ay," said Bunce, ** and so far you judged 
well. For as you had heard of our being at Kirk, 
wall, so we should have soon learned that you 
were at Zetland ; and some of us for friendship, 
some for hatred, and some for fear of your play« 
ing Harry Glasby upon us, would have come 
down for the purpose of getting you into our 
company again.'' 

<< I suspected as much," said the Captain, 
*^ and therefore was fain to decline the courteous 
offer of a friend, who proposed to bring me here 
about this time. Besides, Jack, I recollected 
that, as you say, my pardon will not pass the 
seals without money, my own was waxing low-* 
no wonder, thou knowest I was never a churl of 
it— And s o " 

^* And so you came for your share of the 
cobs ?" replied his friend-*-^' It was wisely done ; 
and we shared honourably-»iSo far Goffe has 
acted up to articles, it must be allowed. But 
keep your purpose of leaving him close in your 
breast, for I dread his playing you some dog's 
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trick or other ; fiir he certainly thought himself 
sure of your share, and will hardly for^ve your 
coining alive to disappoint him.*^ 

*^ I fear him not," sidd Cleveland, •* and he 
knows that well. I would I were as well clear of 
the consequences of having been his comrade, as 
I hdid myself to be of all those which may attend 
his ill-will. Another unhappy job I may be trou* 
bled with—I hurt a young fellow, who has been 
my plague tot some time, in an unhappy brawl 
that chanced the mormng I left Zetland.^ 

^ Is he dead ?** asked Bunoe ; '^ It is a more 
serious question here, than it would be on the 
Grand Caimains or the Bahama Isles, and where 
a brace or two of fellows may be shot in a morn- 
ing, and no more heard of or asked about them 
than if they were so many wood-pigeons. But 
here it may be otherwise ; so I hope you have not 
made your friend immortal." 

^^ I hope not," said the Captain, ** though my 
anger has been fatal to those who have given 
me less provocation. To say the truth, I was 

▼OL. III. a 
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sorry for the lad notwithstanding, and espedally 
as I was forced to leave him in mad keeping.^ 

*^ In mad keeping ?^ said Bunce ; '^ why, what 
means that ?^ 

'^ You shall hear,* replied his fiiend. ^' In 
the first place, you are to know, this young man 
came suddenly on me while I was trying to gain 
Minna's ear for a private interview before I set 
sul, that I might explain my purpose to her. Now 
to be broken in on by the accursed rudeness of 
this young fellow at such a moment ^ 

<^ The interruption deserved death,^ said 
Bunce, *^ by all the laws of love and honour P 

^^ A truce with your ends of plays. Jack, and 
listen one moment. — ^The brisk youth thought 
proper to retort, when I commanded him to be 
gone. I am not, thou knowest, very patient, 
and enforced my commands with a blow, which 
he returned as roundly. We stru^led, till I 
became desirous that we should part at any rate, 
which I could only effect by a stroke of my poni- 
ard, which, according to old use, I have, thou 
knowest, always about me. I had scarce done 
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this when I f^epented ; but there was no time to 
think of &ny thing save escape and concealment, 
for if the house rose on me, I was lost ; as the 
fiery old man, who is head of the family, would 
have done justice on me had I been his brother^ 
I took the body hastily on my shoulders to carry 
it down to the sea-shore, with the hasty purpose 
of throwing it into a riva^ as they call them, or 
chastn of great depth, where it would have been 
long enough in being discovered. This done, I 
intended to jump into the boat which I had lying 
ready^ and set sail for Eii^kwalL But as I walk- 
ed hastily towards the beach with my burthen, 
the poor young fellow groaned, and so apprized 
me that the wound had not been instantly fatal. 
I was by this time well concealed amongst the 
rocks, and far from desiring to complete my 
crime, I laid the young man on the ground, and 
was doing what I could to staunch the blood, 
when suddenly an old woman stood before me. 
She was a person whom I had frequently seen 
while in Zetland, and to whom they ascribe the 
character of a sorceress, or, as the negroes say. 
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an Obi mmum. She demanded the wounded 
man of m^ and I was too much pressed for time 
to hefitate ecmipl jing with h&c requests MoK 
she was about to say to me* yrheia we heard the 
voice of a ally old man, bdbnging to tbe &^ 
mUy, unging at some distance. She then poress* 
ed h» finger on her Hp as a agn of aecreey* 
whistled Tery low, and a shapeless, defonned 
brute of a dwarf oonung to her asnstance, tbqr 
carried the wounded man into one of the caTorns 
with which the place abounds, and I got to my 
boat and to sea with all expedition. If that old 
hag be, as they say, connected with the King of 
the Air, she favoured me that morning with a 
turn of her calling ; for not even the West In«^ 
dian tornadoes, whidi we have weathered.together, 
made a wilder racket than the squall that drove 
me so far out of our course, that, withouta pocket- 
campasa, winch I dianced to have about me, I 
should never have recovered the Fair Isle fisr 
which we run^ and where I found a brig whidi 
brought me to this place. But whether the old 
woman meant me weal or woe, here we came at 
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tength in lafety battk the teat aoid hen I rfeinaiii 
at land, in doubts and difficulties of mora kindft 
tfattone.^ 

<< O the devil take the Sumbttre^vhead^" nod 
Bunoe, ^ or whatever tbcj call the rode that y cm 
knocked <mr dever little Revenge agnast T 

^ t)o li0t say I knocked her on the rodc,^ flaid 
Cleveland ; ^< have I not told you fifty times^ if 
the cowards had not taken to their boat, though 
I shewed them the danger, and told them they 
would be all swamped, which happened the in« 
stant they cast off the painter, she would have 
been afloat at this moment ? Had they stood by 
me and the ship, their lives would have been sa^ 
ved; had I gone with them, mine would have been 
lost ; who can say which is for the best ?^ 

<< Well,** replied his friend, " I know your case 
now, and can the better help and advise. I will 
be true to you, Clement, as the blade to the hilt ; 
but I cannot think that you should leave us. As 
the old Scottish song says, * Waes my heart that 
we should sunder.^-— But come, you will aboard 
with us to^ay, at any rate P 
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<< I have no other place of refuge^** said Clere- 
land, with a sigh. 

H^ then once more ran his eyes oyer the baj^ 
directed his spy-gkss upon several of the yessels 
which traversed its surface, in hopes, doubt- 
less, of discerning the vessel of Magnus Troil, 
and then followed his companiwdowo th^ hill in 
silence. 
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CHAPTER V. 



I strife like to the f easel in the tide-way. 

Which, lacking fayouriDg breeze, hath not the power 

To stem the powerful current.— 'Even so, 

ResolYing daily to forsake my yioes. 

Habit, strong circumstance, renew'd temptation. 

Sweep me to sea again.— O heavenly breath, 

Fill thou my sails, and aid the feeble Tessel, 

Which ne'er can reach the blessed port without thee ! 

' Tii Odds when Event meet. 



Cleveland, with his confidant Bunce,. de- 
scended the hill for a time in silence, until at 
length the latter renewed their conversation. 

'^ You have taken this fellow^s wound more on 
your conscience than you need, Captidn— I have 
known you do more and think less on'^t.^ 

" Not on such slight provocation, Jack,'' re- 
plied Cleveland. <^ Besides, the lad saved my life ; 
and say that I requited him the favour, still we 
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should not have met on 'such evil terms ; but I 
trust that he may recdve aid from that woman, 
who has certainly strange skill in simples.!* 

^' And over simpletons. Captain,^ said his 
friend, <* in which class I must e^en put you down, 
if you think more on this subject. That you 
should be made a fool of by a young woman, 
why, it is many an honest maa^s case;— 4>ut to 
puzzle your pate about the mummeriescf an old 
one, is far too great a folly to indulge a firieod 
in. Talk to me of your Minna, sinee you 80 call 
her, as much as you will ; but you have no title to 
trouble your faithful sqture-errant with your dd 
mumping magidan. And now here .we are once 
more amongit the booths and tents, whadi these 
good folks are pitching«-4et us look and see whe- 
ther we may not find some fun and fix)lie amongst 
them. In merry England, now» you would have 
•een, on sudi an occasion, two or three bands of 
strollers, as many firewaters and conjurors^ as 
many shows of wild beasts ; but amongst these 
grave folks, there is nothing but what savours of 
and of commodity«^no, not so much as 
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a single squall from my merry goiwip Puach and 
his rib Joan.^ 

As Bance thus spoke, Cleveland cast hb eyes 
cm some very gay clothes, which, with other ar- 
tidesy hung out upon one of the booths, that 
had a good deal more of ornament and exterior 
deoGfraticm than the rest There was in front a 
small sign of canvas painted, announcing the va- 
xieiy of goods whidi the owner of the booth, 
Bry ce Soaekfoot, had upon sab, and the reason- 
tkie prices at wluch he {nroposed to offer them to 
tfaa public. JPor die further gratifiksadon of the 
wpetMar^ the fflgn bore on the opposite side an 
emfalematio device, resembling our first parents 
in thdr vegetable garments^ with this Iq^end--- 

<' Poor dnaoi whom die jDske deodhroi^ 
Are ddh to cover them with ieaves. 
Zetknd hnUi mo leatei^ 'tis true, 
Beoause that trees sie none, or few; 
Bat we have fl&x and taits of woo% 
for li&mi cloth and wadoiaal blue * 
And we hate many of foie^ knacks 
Of finer waft, ihan woo' or flai:. 
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Ye gallanty Lambmas lads* appear. 
And bring your Lambmas sisters here, 
Bryoe Snaelsfoot spares not cost or care. 
To pleasure every gentle pair." 

While Cleveland was perunng these godly 
rhimes, which Inrought to his mind Claud Hal- 
cro, to whom, as the poet laureat of the island, 
ready with his talent alike in the senrioe of the 
great and small, they probably owed thdr origin, 
the worthy proprietor of the booth, having cast 
eye upon him, began with a hasty and a trembling 
hand to remove some of the garments, which, as 
the sale only commenced upon the ensuing day, 
he had exposed either for the purpose of airing 



* It was anciently a custom at Saint Ollaw's Fair at 
Kirkwall^ that the young people of the lower class, and 
of either sex, associated in pairs far the period of the Fair, 
during which the couple were termed Lambmas brother 
and sister. It is easy to conceiye ihat the exdusive fami- 
liarity arising out of this custom was liable to abuse, the 
rather that it is said Uttte pcandal wad attached to the iiH 
discretions which it occasioned. 
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tlieiii^ or to excite the admiration of the specta- 
tors. 

*• By my word, Captain,'* whispered Bunce to 
Cleveland, <^ you must hare had that fellow un- 
der your clutches one day, and he remembers one 
gripe of your talons, and fears JEmother. See how 
fast he is packing his wares out of sight so soon 
as he set eyes on you.** 

^< His wares P said Cleveland, oh looking more 
attentively at his proceedings ; *^ By heaven, they 
are iny clothes which I left in a chest at Jarls- 
hoff when the Revenge was lost there. — ^Why, 
Bryce Snaelsfoot, thou thief, dog, and villain, 
what means this ? Have you not made enough of 
us by cheap buying and dear selling, that you 
have seized on my trunk and wearing apparel ?^ 

Bryce Snaelsfoot, who probably would other- 
wise not have been willing to see his friend the 
Captain, was now by the vivacity of his attack 
obliged to pay attention to him. He first whisper- 
ed to his little foot page, by whom, as we have 
already noticed, he was usually attended, *^ Run 
to the town-council-houfite, Jarto, and tell the 
provost and baillies they maun send some of their 
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offloen qpeedily, for here is like to be wild w»fk 
in the fair.** 

So having said, and having seocmded hife com- 
mands by a pash on the shoulder of his mesBeo* 
ger, wUdi sent him spinning ont of the shop as 
fSut as beds oould catry him, Bryoe Snaelafeot 
turned to his old acquaintance^ and with thai 
amplification of words and exaggienitian (tf man* 
ner, which in Scotland is called ^making a {^ase,* 
he gaculated'*-^' The Lord be gude to us f the 
worthy Captain Clevehmd, that we were all sae 
grieved about, returned to rdieve oar hearts 
agun I Wat have my dieeks been for you, (befe 
Bryce wiped his eyes,) and blithe am I now to 
see you restored to your sorrowing fiiends.^ 

'* My sorrowing friends, you rascal!^ ssid 
Clevdand ; *' I will give you better cause for 
sorrow than ever you had on my aooount^ if you 
do not tell me instantly where you stole all my 
dothes.^ 

^' Stole r ejaculated Biyoe, casting up his eyes 
toheaven; *< now the Powers be gude to us !**«*4he 
poor gentleman has lost his veasoa in that weary 
galeofwind.^ 
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<^ Why» jou insolent rascal P said Clevdancl, 
grasping the cane which he carried, '< do you 
think to bamboozle me with your impudence ? 
As you would have a whole head on your shoul- 
ders, and your bones in a whole skin one minute 
longer, tell me where the devil you stole my 
wearing apparel.^ 

Bryce Snaehfoot ejaculated once more a repe- 
tition of the word ^^ Stole I Now Heaven be gude 
to us 1^ but at the same time consdous that the 
Captiun was likely to be sudden in execution, 
cast an anxious look to the town, to see the loi- 
tering aid of the civil power advance to his re- 
scue. 

^^ I in^st on an instant answer,^ said the Cap- 
tain, with upraised weapon, ^^ or else I will beat 
you to a mummy) and throw out all your frip« 
pery upon the common.^ 

Meanwhile, Master John Bunce, who consider- 
ed the whole af&ir as an excellent good jest, and 
not the worse one that it made Cleveland very an- 
gry, seized hold of the Captain^s arm, and without 
any idea of ultimately preventing him from exe- 
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exiting his threats, interfered just s6 much as was 
necessary to protract a discussion so amusing. 

*^ Nay^ let the honest man speak^^ he said, 
^' messmate ; he has as fine a cozening face as 
ever stood on a knavish pair of shoulders, and 
his are the true flourishes of eloquence, in the 
course of which men snip the cloth an inch too 
short. Now, I wish you to consider that you 
are both of a trade,— -he measures bales by the 
yard, and you by the sword,— -and so I will not 
have him chopM up till he has had a fair chase.^ 

'* You are a fool r said Cleveland, endeavour- 
ing to shake his friend off.— ^^ Let me go ; for 
by Heaven I will be foul of him !" 

^< Hold him fast,*^ said the pedlar, ^< good dear 
merry gentleman, hold him fast 1^ 

" Then say something for yourself,'* said 
Bunce ; " use your gob-box, man ; patter away, 
or by my soul I will let him loose on you !^ 

*^ He says I stole these goods,^ said Bryce, 
who now saw himself run so close^ that pleading 
to the charge became inevitable. " Now, how 
could I steal them, when they are mine by fair 
and lawful purchase ?"* 
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*^ Purchase ! you beggarly vagrant I*** said 
Cleveland ; " from whom did you dare to buy 
my clothes ? or who had the impudence to sell 
them P** 

•^ust that worthy professor^ Mrs Swertha, 
the housekeeper at Jarlshoff, who acted as your 
executor^^ smd the pedlar ; " and a grieved heart 
she bad."^ 

^* And so she was resolved to make a heavy 
pocket of it, I suppose,^ said the Captain ; ^^ but 
how did she dare to sell the things left in her * 
charge ?^ 

" Why, she acted all for the best, good wo- 
man !^ said the pedlar, anxious to protract the 
discusidon until the arrival of succours ; ^^ and if 
you will but hear reason, I am ready to account * 
with you for the chest and all that it holds.^ 

^^ Speak out then, and let us have none of thy 
damnable evasions,^ said Captain Cleveland ; ^^ if 
you shew ever so little purpose of being some- 
what honest for once in thy life, I will not beat 
thee ?"" 

" Why you see, noble Captain,'' said the ped- 
lar,— and then muttered to himself, ^* plague on 

14 
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Pate Peterson^i cripple knee, they will be wuting 
OD him, Urpling useless body T then resumed 
aloud—" The country, ye see, is in great per* 
plexity,— great perplexity indeed,— much per- 
plexi^ truly. There was your honour missing, 
that was loved by great and small— dean miss- 
ing—no where to be heard of— a lost man— 
umquhile— dead— defunct.^ 

** Tou shall find me alive to your cost, you 
scoundrel r said the irritable Captain. 

** Wed, but take patience,— ye will not hear 
a body speak,^ said the Jagger.— << Then th&e 
was the lad Mordaunt Mertoun— *-** 

^ Ha r said the Captain, <« what of him?*' 

^ Cannot be heard of,^ said the pedlar, ^ detti 
and clear tint,— a gone youth ;—£illen, it is 
thought, finom the craig into the s ea h e was aye 
venturous. I have had dealings with him for fiirB 
and feathers, whilk he swapped against powder 
and shot and the Eke ; and now he has worn out 
from among us— clean retired— utterly vanished, 
like the last puff of an auld wife^s tobacco pipe.^ 

^< But what is a]l this to the Captain^a clothes, 

5 
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my dear friend i^"^ said Bunce ; *^ I must prescDt- 
] j beat you myself until you come to the poiiit.* 

<< Weel, weel,—- patience, patience,^ said Bryoe, 
wsiVing his hand ; *' you will get all time enough. 
Weel, there ai'e two folks gane, as I said, fdlrbye 
the distress at Burgh- Westra about Mistress Min« 
na's sad ailment ^ 

*^ Bring not her into your buffoonery, sirrah,^ 
said Cleveland, in a tone of anger, not so loud, 
but far deeper and more concentrated than he 
had hitherto used ; ^* for if you name her with 
less than teyerence, I will crop the ears out of 
your head, and make you swallow them on the 
spotr 

'^ He, he, he !*" fmntly laughed the Jagger ; 
" that were a pleasant jest ! you are pleased 
to be witty. But to say naething of Burgh- 
Westra, there is the carle at Jarlshoff, he that 
was the auld Mertoun, Mordaunt'^s father, whom 
men thought as fast bound to the place he dwelt 
in as the Sumburgh-head itsell, naething maun 
serve him but he is lost as weel as the lave about 
whom I have spoken. And there'^s Magnus 
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Troil^ (yf¥ finrour be he named,) taking horse ; 
And there is pleaaant Master Claud Halcro taking 
boat, wfailk be steers worst of any man in Zet- 
hmd, his head running on rambling rhimes ; and 
the Factor body is <» the stir— 4he Scots Factor^ 
--him that is aye qpeaking of dikes and deLTiag, 
and such unprofitable wark, which has naething of 
inexchandise in it) and he is on the laQg trot too ; 
so that ye mi^t say, uponamaoner, thetaeb%if 
of the mainland of Zetland islost^andthe other 
is running to and fro seeking it-Hiwfu^ times T 

Capftn Cleveland had subdued bis pas6M»» 
and listened to this tirade of the worthy man of 
merchandize, with impatience indeed, yet not 
without the hope df hearing something that mi^t 
concern him. But hid oompamon waa npw be^ 
oHue impatient in his turn :-— ^^ The clothes r he 
exclaimed, ^* the clothes, the clothes, the dotfaes r 
accompanying eadi repetition of the wcp:d$ with 
a flourish of his cane, the dexterity of which 4$m9f^ 
mated in coming mighty near the Jagger^s ears 
without actually touching him. 

The Jagger, shrinking from each of these ^ 
monstrations, continued to exclaim, ^^Nay^ «r-* 
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good wh^^arAj mr-Jbr the clotfaes^I found the 
worthy dame m great dislreii cm aoGOunt of her 
old master, and on aeconnt of her young matter, 
and on account of worthy Captain Cleveland ; 
and because of the distren of the worthy Powders 
family, and the trouble of the great Fowde hi»« 
self,««-<md because of the Factor, and in mpeot 
of Claud Hakm, and on other aceornvta and ie» 
^pects. Also we minted onr sorrows and omr 
lears with a bottle, as the hcij text hath h, and 
called in the Ranzelman to our council, a worthy 
man, Niel Ronaldson by name, who hath a good 
reputation.^ 

Here another flourish of the cane came so Tery 
near that it partly toudied his ear. The Jagger 
started back, and the truth, or that which he de. 
sired should be ccnMidered as such, bolted from 
him without more ciieumloeutian ; as a cork, after 
much unnecessary buzzing and fizzing, siningB 
forth from a bottle of spruce be^. 

^ In brief, what the de*il mair would you have 
of it ?-— the woman sold me the kist of elotfae»*^ 
they are mine 1^ purchase, and that is what I 
inll live and die upon.^ 



116 THB PIRATfr; 

*^Iii othar words,^ said Cleveland, ** this greedy 
old hag had the impudence to sell what was none 
of hers; and you, honest Bryce Snaelsfoot, had 
the insurance to be the purchaser.*" 
. *'Ou dear. Captain,^ said the conscientious ped- 
lar,.*^ what wad. ye hae had twapobr fc^ to do? 
There was yoursell gane.that aught the things^ 
and Master Hordaunt was gane that had them 
m keeping, and the things were but damply put 
up) where they were rotdng with moth and mould; 
an d ^ . . 

f * And so tlus {Ad thief sold them, and you 
bought them, I suppose, just to keep them from 
spoiling,^ said Cleveland. 

^' Wed then,^ said the merchant, ^^ Fm thinking, 
noUe Captain, that wad be just the gate of it.^ 

" Well then, hack ye, you impudent scoun- 
drel,? said the Captain. '< I do not wish to dirty 
my fingers with you, or to make any disturbance 
in this place—" 

^^ Good reason for that. Captain— aha T said 
the Jagger slily. 

^^ I will break your bones if you speak another 
word," replied Cleveland. " Take notice — I offer 



THE PIBAT£. 117 

yoii fair terms—- give me back'lbe black kathern 
pocket-book with the lock upon it, and the purse 
with the doubloons, with some few of the clothes. 
I want, and keep'the rest in the dei^Ps name.^ 

^ Doubloons ! ! i"^-— exclaimed the Jagger, with 
an exaltation of voice intended to indicate the ut- 
most extremity of sur{H*ise,— ^ What do I ken of 
doubloons ? my dealing was for doublets, and not 
for doubloons— If there were doubloons in the 
kist, doubtless, Swertha will havcf them in safe 
keeping for your honoiur—- the damp wouldna 
harm the gold, ye ken." 

^^ Give me back my pocket-book and my goods, 
you rascally thief," said Cleveland, '^^ or without 
a wc»rd more I will beat your brains out !" 

The wily Jagger, casting eye around him, saw: 
that succour was near, in the shape of a party of 
officers, six in number ; for several rencontres 
with the crew of the pirate had taught the ma-. 
gistrates of Kirkwall to strengthen their police 
parties when these strangers were in question. 

" Ye had better keep the thief io suit yoursell, 
honoured Captain," said the Jagger, emboldened 
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by thd appRMcb of the ciTil powtf ; << for wba 
kens how a* these fine goods and bonny-dies were 
come by t^ 

This was uttered with sueh proroking slyness 
of look and tone, that Clevdand made no farther 
delay) but, seizing opon the Jagger by theeoUari 
dtagged him over his temporary counter, which 
was, with aU the goods displayed tboeoo, overset 
in the scuffle ; end hdding him with one hand, 
inflktad on hiiu with the other a sevare beatkig 
with his oine. All this was done so suddenly 
'and with sueh energy, that Bryce Snaelsbot, 
though rather a stout man, waa totally surfmsed 
by the vivadty of the attack, and made scarce 
any other dKirt at extricating himself than by 
roaring for assistance like a bull-calf. The ** loi- 
tering aid^ being at length come up, the officers 
made an effort to seize on Cleveland, and by their 
united eocotions succeeded in compeUmg him to 
quit hold of the pedlar, in order to defend him- 
self fixxn tfattr assault This he did with infinite 
strength, resolution, and dexterity, being at the 
same tinae well seconded by his friend JackBuace, 
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who had seen with infinite glee die drubbing wx^ 
tained by the pedlar, and now combated tightly 
to save his companion from the consequenoefl. 
But as there had been for some time a growing 
feud between the town^s people and the crew of 
the Rover, the former, provoked by the inacleiii; 
deportment of the seamen, had resolved' to stand 
by each other, and to aid the mvil |)ower upon 
such ooeasions of riot as should occur in fiiture ; 
and so many assistants came up to the rescue of 
the constables, that Cleveland, after fighting most 
manfully, was at length brought to the ground 
and made prisoner. His more fortunate compa- 
nion had escaped by speed of foot, so soon as he 
saw that the day must needs be determined ogmnft 
them. 

The proud heart of Cleveland, which, wm in 
its perversion, had in its feelings scnttetbing of 
original nobleness, was like to burst, whm he feil^ 
himself borne down in this unworthy brawW 
dragged into the town as a prisoner, and hurried 
through the streets towards the Council'^house, 
where the magistrates of the burgh were tbw 
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seated in oounciL The probability of imprison- 
ment, with all its Consequences, rushed also upon 
•his mind, and he cursed an hundred times the 
folly which had not rather submitted to the ped- 
lar^s knavery, than involved him in so perilous an 
embarrassment. 

But just as they approached the door of the 
Council-house, which is situated in the middle of 
the little town, the face of matters was suddenly 
dianged by a new and unexpected incident. 

Bunce, who had designed by his precipitate 
retreat to serve as well his friend as himself, had 
hied him to the haven, where the boat of the 
Rover was then lying, and called the coxswain 
and boaf s crew to the assistance of Cleveland. 
They now appeared on the scene, fierce des- 
peradoes, as became thdr calling, with features 
In'onzed by the tropical sun under which they 
had pursued it. They rushed at once amongst 
the crowd, laying about them with their stretch- 
ers, and, forcing their way up to Cleveland, 
speedily delivered him from the hands (^ the of- 
ficers, who were totally unprepared to resist an 
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attack so furious and so sudden, and carried 
him off in triumph towards the quay, two or 
three of their number facing about from time to 
time to keep back the crowd, whose efforts to 
recover the prisoner were the less violent, that 
most of the seamen were armed with pistols and 
cutlasses, as well as with the less lethal weapons 
which alone they had as yet made use of. 

They gained their boat in safety, and jumped 
into it, carrying along with them Cleveland, to 
whom circumstances seemed to offer no other re- 
fuge, and pushed off for their vessel, singing in 
chorus to their oars an old ditty, of which the 
natives of Kirkwall could only hear the first 
stanza : 

** Thus said the Rover 

To his gallant crew, 
* Up with the black flag^ 

Down with the blue ! — 
Fire on the main-top^ 

Fire on the bow. 
Fire on the gun-deck. 

Fire down below/ " 
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The wild chorus of their voices was heard long 
after the words ceased to be intelligible.<-^And 
thus was the pirate Cleveland again thiowa al*- 
most involuntarily amongst tho9e desperate asso* 
ciates, from whom he had so oStea resolved to 
detach himself. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Parental love, my fViend, baa power o*er wisdom, 
And IS the charm which, like the falconer's lure. 
Can bring from heaven the highest soaring spirits— 
So, when famed Prospero doff*d his magic robe. 
It was Miranda pluckM it from his shoulders. 

Old Play. 



OcTR wandering narrative must now return to 
MordauntMertoun. — ^We left him in the perilous 
condition of one who has received a severe woimd, 
and we now find him in the situation of a conva^ 
lescent, pale indeed, and feeble^ from the loss of 
much blood, and the effSects of a fever which had 
followed on the injury, but so far fortunate, that 
the weapon, having glanced on the ribs, had only 
occasioned a great effusion of blood, without 
touching on any vital part, and was now well 
nigh healed ; so efficacious were the vulnerary 
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plants and salves with which it had been treated 
by the sage Noma of Fitful-head. 

The matron and her paUent now sat together 
in a dwelling in a remote island. He had been 
transported during his illness, and ere be had 
perfect consciousness, first to her lingular habi- 
tation near Fitful-head, and thence to her present 
abode, by one of the fishing-boats on the station 
of Burgh- Westra. For such was the command 
possessed by Noma over the superstitious charac- 
ter of her countrymen, that she never failed to find 
faithful agents to execute her commands, what- 
ever these happened to be ; and as her orders were 
generally given under injunctions of the strictest 
secrecy 5 men reciprocally wondered at occurrences 
which had in fact been produced by th^r own 
agency and that of their neighbours, and in 
which| had they communicated freely with each 
other, no shadow of the marvellous would have 
remained. 

Mordaunt was now seated by the, fire, in an 
apailment indifferently well furnished, having 
a book in his hand, which he looked upon from 
time to time with signs of ennui and impatience; 
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feelings which at length* so far overcame him^ 
that, flin^ng the voluine on the table, he fixed 
his eyes on the fire, and assumed the attitude of 
one who is engaged in unpleasant meditation. 

Noma, who sat opposite to him, and appeared 
busy in the composition of some drug, or un- 
guent, anxiously left her seat, and approaching 
Mordaunt, felt his pulse, making at the same 
time the most affectionate inquiries whetlier he 
felt any sudden pain, and where it was seated. 
The manner in which Mordaunt replied to these 
earnest inquiries, although worded so as to ex- 
press gratitude for her kindness, while he dis- 
claimed any feeling of indisposition, did not seem 
to give satisfaction to the Pythoness. 

" Ungrateful boy f she said, " for whom I 
have done so much ; you whom I have rescued, 
by my power and skill, from thfe very gates of 
death, — are you already so weary of me, that 
you cannot refrain from shewing how desirous 
you are to spend, at a distance from me, the very 
first intelligent days of the life which I have re- 
stored to thee ?^ 

"You do me injustice, my kind preserver,*" 
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readied Mordaunt; ^I am not tired o€ your 
fiociety ; but I have duties whidi recall me to 
cnrdinary life.^ 

^ Duties r repeated N<Nnia ; ^ and what du* 
ties can or ought to interfere with the gratitude 
which you owe to me ?— -Duties ! your thot^ts 
are on the use of your gun, or on clambering 
among the rocks in quest of sea-fiywL For these 
exercises your strength doth not yet fit yoVy and 
yet these are the duties to whidi you are so 
anxious to return ?** 

*^ Not so, my good and kind mistress,^ said 
Mordaunt-—** To name one duty out of many 
which makes me seek to leare you, now that my 
strength permits, let me mention thatitf asonta 
his father,** 

** To your father P^ said Noma, with a sort 
of laugh that had something in it almost firantie. 
^* O i you know not how wecan, ia daese islands, 
at once cancel such duties t And i«r yourfather,^ 
she added, proceeding more calmly, ^ what has 
he done for you to deserve the r^ard and dn^ 
you speak of ?— Is he not the same, who, as you 
have long Hnoe told me, left you for ao many 
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jears poorly nourished among strangers^ without 
inquiring whether you were alire or dead, and 
only sending, from time to time, supplies in Mich 
fashion^ as men relieve the leprous wretch to 
whom they fling alms from a distance ? And, in 
these later yearsy when he had made you the 
companion of his misery, he has been by starts 
your pedagogue, by starts your tormentor, but 
never, Mordaunt, never your father.^ 

'y Something of truth there is in what you 
say,^ replied Mordaunt ; *^ my father is not fond ; 
but he is, and has ever been, effectivdy kind. Men 
have not their affections in their power; and it 
is a child's duty to be grateful for the benefits 
which he receives^ even when coldly conferred. 
My liEither has conferred instruction on me, and 
I am convinced he loves me ; he is unfortunate, 
■Wdil even if he loved me no t < i ■ ^ 

^^ And he does nai love you,^ said Noma, 
hastily ; *^ he never loved any thing, or any one, 
save himself .«».He is unfortunate, but well are his 
misfortunes deserved.— O, Mordaunt, you have 
one parent only,r«^ne parent, who loves yoo as 
the drops of the heart-blood r 
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" I know I have but oBe parent," replied Mor- 
daunt — *' my mother has been long dead ; but 
your words contradict each other.^ 

<' They do not — »they do not," said Noma, in 
a paroxysm of the deepest feeling ; <^ you have 
but one psirent, — ^your unhappy mother is not 
dead — I would to Grod that she were ! but she is 
not dead. Thy mother is the only parent that 
loves thee ; and I— I, Mordaunt," throwing her*- 
self on his neck, ^' am that most unhappy^^-yet 
most happy mother " 

She dosed him in a strict and convulsive em- 
brace, and tears, the first perhaps which she had 
died for many years, burst in torrents as she sob- 
bed on his neck* Astonidied at what he heard, 
felt, and saw,— -moved by the excess of her agita- 
.tion, yet disposed to ascribe this burst of passion 
to insanity, Mordaunt vainly endeavoured to tran- 
quilliz^e the mind of this extraordinary person. 

" Ungrateful boy T she said ; " who but a 

mother would have watched over thee as I have 

watched ? From the instant I saw thy father, 

when he little knew by whom he was observed^ 

13 
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a Space mm many years back, I knew him ii^ll> 
and unden his charge I saw you theft a alrijrfingi 
while Nature^ speaking loud in my botott, assu* 
red me thou wert blood of my bloody and bone 
of my bone. Think how oflen. you have won* 
dered to see me^ when least expected, ia youi^ 
places^'pastimeandDesort! Think how often my 
eye haa watched you on the giddy pcecipieefl^ and 
muttered those diarms which subdue the erilde^ 
mons who shew themsd^es to the climbar oit th6 
giddiest point of his padi^aiid fore&him to quit his 
hold 1 Did I not hilng aroimd thy neck9 in jMgtt 
of thy safety, that chainof gold whichanJSHEnKing 
gave to the founder of our race f Would I har^ 
given that dear gift to any but to the son of my 
bosom ?-«-Mordaunt^ my power has done that 
for thee that a mere mcrtal moth^. would dread 
to think of.-*«*I have conjured the Mermaid at 
midnight that thy bark might be prosperous on 
the haaf l-^I have hu Aed the winds, sad navies 
have flapped th^ empty sails against the mdstin 
inactivity, that you mig^t safely indulge your 
sport upon the crags I^ 

VOli. III. X 
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Mordaunt, p^ceiving that she was growing 
yet wilder in her tsik, endeavoured to frame an 
answer which should be at once indulgent, sooth- 
ing, and calculated to allay the rising warmth of 
her imagination. 

** Dear Noma,'^ he said, ^^ I have indeed many 
reasons to call you motber, who have bestowed 
so many benefita upon me, and from me you shall 
ever receive the affection and duty of a child. 
But the chain you mentioned, it has vanished 
from my neck— »I have not seen it snce the ruf- 
fian stabbed me.^ 

'^ Alas ! and can you think of it at this mo* 
ment ?^ said Noma, in a sorrowful accent— 
'^ But be it so ; — and know it was I took it fix>m 
thy neck, and tied it around the neck of her who 
is dearest to you, in token that the union betwixt 
you, which has been the only earthly wish whidi 
I have had the power to form, shall yet, even 
yet, be accomplished-— ay, although hell should 
open to forbid the banns !*" 

*' Alas !^ said Mordaunt, with a sigh, *' you 
remember not the difference betunxt our mtua« 
tion— Her father is wealthy and of ancient Urth.*^ 
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Not vtiore wealthy than will be the heir of 
Noma of Fitf ul-head,^ answered the Pythoness— 
^* not of better or more ancient blood than that 
which flows in thy veins, derived from thy mo^ 
ther, the descendant of the same Jaris said Sea- 
Kitfgs from whom Magnus boasts his origin.— 
Or doest thou think, lifae the pedant and fanatic 
strangers who have come amongti us, that thy 
blood is dishonoured because my union with thy 
father did not recave the sanction of a priest ?-— 
Know, that we were wedded after the ancient 
manner of the Norse-i-K)ur hands were clasped 
within the circle of Odin, with such deep vows 
of eternal fidelity, as even the laws of these usurp- 
ing Scots would have sanctioned as equivalent to 
a blessing before the altar. To the ofispring of 
such a union, Magnus has nought to object It 
was weak — ^it was criminal on my part, but it 
conveyed no infamy to the birth of my son.^ 

The composed and collected manner in which 
Noma argued these points began to impose upon 
Mordaunt an incipient belief in the truth of what 
she said ; and indeed she added so many circum- 
stances, satisfactorily and rationally connected 
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^kh eiich bthc^, as seeifted tb'eoBfiite the Mtkm 
that her itoty was altogether the ddunmf of tto 
inadmtj whidi some^es shewed itsdf m bet 
qKech and actibns • A thousand odirfiised ideiis 
rushed upoh him^ when he supposed it ptesiUe 
that the unhappy person befdre hiin might adtr- 
ally have a right to claim fi^otn hiitai the reject and 
aflfectioiiduetoapai'entfvomascKi. HecouMonly 
suftnoiint them by turning his mind to a diffi^lFentt 
and scaree less interesting topic^ rescdying withiil 
himself to take time for farthar inquiry and mature 
eonsidieration, ere he &iher rejected or admitted 
the chum which Noma preferred upon his affec- 
ticm and duty. His beneiaetresSy at least, she 
undoubtedly wa^ and he could not arr in pay- 
ing h^, as sudiy the raipecC and attaition due 
from a Mn to a mother; aad sofiir, therefor^ he 
might gra^y Norni^ without otherwise* standing 
conffnitted. 

*^ Aiid do you then really think^ my nidther, 
(since so you bid me term you),^ s£d Mordaunt, 
'< thiit the proid Magnus Troil may, by afay iil- 
ducement, be prevailed upon to rdinquiA tUe 
ai^gry feelings which he has of late adopted to- 
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wards me, and to permit my addresses to bis 
daughter Brenda ?^ 

'VBrendaP^^ repeated Nomar-*^^ who taflcs €$f 
Brenda ?-^t is of Minna that I spoke to you»^ 

*^ But it was of Brenda that I thought,^ repMed 
Mordaunt, ^^ of her that I now think, and of her 
alone that I will ever tbink.^ 

^^ Impos^hle, my son 1^ replied Noma; ^* You 
cannot be so dull of hearty so poor of spirit, as to 
prefer the idle mirth and housewife ramplicity of 
tiie younger sister, to the deep feeling and high 
mind of the noble-spirited Minna ? Who would 
stoop to gather the. lowly violet, diat nugfat have 
'the rosefor stretohing out his hand P'^ 

'^ Borne think the lowliest flowers are die sweeU 
est,^ replied Mordaunt, ^'and in that faith will I 
live and die.'' 

** -You dare not tell me so,'* answered Noma, 
-fiercely ; then instantly changing her tone, and 
taking his hand in the most affectionate manner, 
^he proceeded:—** You must not-^you will not 
tell me so, my dear son— you will not break a 
mother's heart in the very first hour in which she 
has embraced her child !— Nay, do not answer^bui 
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hear me. You must wed Minna— I have bound 
around her neck a fatal amulet;, .on which the hap- 
piness of both depends. The Ubours of my life 
have fcH: years had this direction. Thus it must 
be, and not otherwise — ^Minna must be the bride 
of my son i^ 

*^ But is not Brenda equaUy near, equaUy dear 
to you ?^ replied Mordaunt. 

^^ As near in bloqd,^ said I)foma, ^* but not so 
dear, no not half so dear in affectio](i. Militia's 
mild, yet high and contanplative spirit, renders 
her a companion meet for one, whose ways, like 
mine, are beyond the ordinary paths of this world. 
Brenda is a thing of common and ordinary life, 
an idle laugher and scoffer^ who would level art 
with ignorance, and reduce power to wea^kness, 
by disbelieving and turning into ridicule whateva: 
is beyond the grasp of her shallow intellect,'' 

*^ She is, indeed," answered Mordaunt, " nei- 
ther superstitious nor enthusiastic, ami I love her 
the better for it. Remember also, my mother, 
that she returns my affection, and that Minna, if 
she love any one, loves the stranger Cleveland.'' 

" She does not— she dares not," answered Nor- 
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oa, . ^^ nor dares he pursue her farther. I told him 
when first be came to Burgh Westra, that I des- 
tined her for you.** 

^^ And to that rash annunciation,^ said Mor- 
daunt, ^^ I owe this man^s perseTiering enmity^- 
my wound, and well nigh the loss of my life. See, 
my mother, to what point your intrigues have 
already conducted us, and in heaven^s name pro- 
secute them no farther.^ 

It seemed as if this reproach struck Noma with 
the force at once, and ^vadty of lightning; for 
she struck her forehead with her hand, and seem- 
ed about to drop from her seat. Mordaunt, great- 
ly shocked, hastened to catch her in his arms, and, 
though scarce knowing what to say, attempted to 
utter some incoherent expressions. 

<^ Spare me, heaven, spare me T were the first 
words which she muttered ; *^ do not let my crime 
be avenged by his means.— -Yes, young man,^ she 
said, after a pause, " you have dared to tell what 
I dared not tell myself.— You have pressed that 
upon me, which, if it be truth, I cannot beheve^ 
and yet continue to live.^ 
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If ordtiuiitiii ^aiiiiCiidanroaved tointarmpt her 

with pioteslations of his ifDonmoe bow he had 

dPended or grieved her, and of his extreme r^ret 

that he had unintentknally done either. SheprcK 

-needed) wUk her voioe tremUed wSdly, with ve- 

.heneiioe. 

^ Y«8 1 you haye touched oil' that dark sufr* 

'ficaott wiuch jpcHions the coimfloufliew of asy 

powers—the sole boon whieh was fpivmL me m ex- 

rvoice.jdnsdiat of Ihe-'dflstnoB whidi, e^en wUIe 
-llKieleaKnla^oiifeflB ne their niatresBy whispers to 
-tae, ^ Nomaythis is but delueioii*»yoar po#er NSts 
.but in the idle bdaef of the igBotrant, supported 
by n thousand petty luiUioes ct your owil^<— Tins 
is whatBroida says— diisis iriiat; you woiohl say ; 
jaad fidse, scandalously fcdfle as k is, diere are re- 
bellious thbughte in this irild iiraan of-iBiBe^ 
j^Uffhing her forehead with her finger as she 
ispoke,) Aat, like an insurrection in an invaded 
icouiltTy, arise to take part against dieir distressed 
.Bovenagn.^-«43pare me, my son P die c6irtinued, 
in a voice of supplicaticm, ** >spare me $-^be so- 
vereignty of which your words would deprive 



THE PIBATE. 187 

me, 19 no enviable exaltation. Few woidd oovet 
to rate ever gsbberksg ghosts, and howling winds, 
' amtd ragii^ ^uifrents. ^My throne is a doud, jny 
* Sceptre a meteor, my >efdm is only peopled widi 
phantasies ; biit* I must either cease to be, or con- 
' tinrae to be the niightiest us well as the most mi- 
serable of biangs i** 

^JE>o nbt'Sp^srktlKismouittifuny, oiy'dear and 
unhappy benefactress,^ said Mordaunt,'much af- 
fected '9 *^ I will ihibk of your powder, whatever 
you wouM 'have*me believe. But for your own 
isake, view the rtatter otherwise. Turn your 
thoughts from ;3Udh a^tating aud mystical fitu- 
dies-^rom such w3d subjects of contemplation, 
into andther and a bet^r ehannel. life- will again 
have chaHns, and reli^n wiH have comforts for 
you."^ 

Shelistened to him with i9ome composure, as if 
she we^hed his counsel, and desired to be guided 
by it ;''but ns^he ended, she shook her head and 
exclaimed-— 

** It cannot be. I must remainthe dreaded— 
the mystical— ^he' Heimkennar — the oontrouler 
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of the dements, or I must be no more. I have no 
alternative, no middle station. My post must be 
high on yon lofty headland, where never stood 
human foot save mine— <or I must sleep at the bot- 
torn of the unfathomable ocean, its white billows 
booming over my senseless corpse. The parridde 
shall never also be denounced as the impostor.^ 

^< The parricide T echoed Mordaunt, stepping 
back in horror. 

^< Yes, my son T answered Noma, with a stem 
composure, even more frightful than her former 
impetuosity, ** within these fatal walls my father 
met his death by my means. In yonder chamba 
was he found a livid and lifeless corpse. Beware 
.of filial disobedience, for such are its fruits.'" 

So saying, she arose and left the apartment, 
where Mordaunt remained alone to meditate at 
leisure upon the extraordinary communication 
which he had received. He himself had been 
taught by bis father a disbelief in the ordinary 
superstitions of Zetland ; and he now saw that 
Noma, however ingenious in duping others, could 
not altogether impose on herself. This was a 
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Strong cBrcumstance in favour of her sanity of 
intellect ; but, on the other hand, h» imputing 
to herself the guilt of parridde seemed so wild 
and improbable, as, in Mordaunf s ofmiion, to 
throw much doubt upon her othcfr assertions. 

He had leisure enough to. make up his mind 
on these particulars, for no one approached the 
sx)litary dwelling, of which Nontt, her dwarf, 
and he himself, were the sole inhabitants. The 
island in which it stood is rude, bold, and lofty, 
or rather, indeed, consists entirely of three hills-* 
one huge mountain divided into three summits, 
with the chasms, rents, and vallies which descend 
from its summit to the sea, while its crest, risang 
to great height, and shivered into rocks which 
seem almost inaccessibly intercepts the mists as 
they drive from the Atlantic> and, often obscured 
from the human eye, forms the dark and unmo- 
lested retreat of hawks, eagles, and other birds 
of prey. 

The soil of the island is wet, mossy, cold, and 
unproductive, presenting a sterile and desolate 
appearance, excepting where the sides of small 
rivulets, or mountain ravines, are .fringed with 
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tdwjyrf buflbes of kircb,. hazel, and mid currant, 
4omeaf.tIi0m<flQtaUiis toledeBQinuial^d trees, 
tin dbat bkak and bare Qountry. 

But die view Aom the sefr>beach, w^h was 
M ondauBtr^sifavourite/ walkx when Us convalesce 
atate b^an topermk bifn to* take exodse, bad 
^banna jabiqh xoaipensated the '19^ appearance 
<df >the interior. A bvodd and b^utifiil ^ound, 
£0* strait,' diindesi tibis lonely and «iountmne«i8 
jgland fioom^lBongmMi, and in^ theeentre of diit 
-flonind lies,' fike* a tablet composed of - ^nerald, 
(die beaitttifiilaiid* verdant little island ef.Graem. 
saj. On the distant -mainliffid -is .seen 'the town or 
afiHage of £f3t>mne8S, the exedlence <>f whose ha- 
ven- is generally evinced by a considerable niim- 
ber of 'Shipping in the road-stead, and from *die 
bay growing- narrower^ and less^iing as it recedes, 
runs inland 'into Femmia,' wh^re its' tide' fills 4iie 
fine sheet «f wat^ called the Loch of Stennis. 

On this beach Mordaunt was wont to irander 
for>hoi»rB,lYith an eye not insensible to the beau- 
ties of the' ^ew, thon^' his thoughts were i|gi« 
tated with 4ie most^mbarmscdpg meditaticmSiOn 
his own situation. -^He was resolved to leave the 
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islaDd as soon as the establishmeiit of his health 
should permit him to travel ; yet gratitude to Nor- 
na, of whom he was at least the adopted, if not the 
real son, would not allow him to depart without 
her permission, even if he could obtain means. of 
conYeyanoe, of which he saw little posnbility. It 
was only by importunity that he extorted from his 
hostess a promise, that, if he would cobsent to 
r^ulate his motkms aooording to hei^ dilutions, 
she WQuld herself convey him to the capital of 
the Orkney Islandi^ when the appfoacbbg Fair 
of Saint OUa should take place there. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Hark to the insult load, the bitter' sneer. 
Hie fieioe threat answeting to the bmtal jeer ; 
Oaths fly like pistol-shots, and vengeful words 
Clash with each other like conflicting swords.— 
Hie robber's quarrel by such Aionds is shewn. 
And true men have some chance to gain their own. 

CofttoUy^ a Poem, 



Whkk CleYelandy borne off in triumph firom 
his assailants in Kirkwall, found himself once 
more on board the pirate-Tessel, his arriral was 
hailed with hearty cheers by a considerable part 
of the crew, who rushed to shake hands with 
him, and offer thdr congratulations on his re- 
turn ; for the situation of a Buccaneer Captmn 
raist d him very little above the level with the 
lowest of his crew, who, in all sodal intercourse, 
claimed the privilege of being his equal. 

When his faction, for so these clamorous 
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inends might be termed, bad expressed tbetr 
own greetings, tbey hurried Cleveland forward 
to the stern, where GofPe, their present com- 
mander, was seated on a gun, listening in a sul- 
len and discontented manner to the shout which 
announced Cleveland's welcome. He was a man 
betwixt forty and fifty, rather under the middle 
sise, but so very strongly made, that his crew 
used to compare him to a sixty-four cut down. 
Black-haired, bull-necked, and beetle-browed, his 
clumsy strength and ferocious countenance con- 
trasted strongly with the manly figure and open 
countenance of Cleveland, in which even the 
practice of his atrocious profession had been un- 
able to eradicate a natural grace of motion and 
g^ierodty of expression. The two piratical Cap- 
tains looked upon each other for some time in 
silence, while the partisans of each gathered 
around him. The elder part- of the crew were the 
principal adherents of Goffe, while the young 
fdlows, amongst whom Jack Bunce was a prin- 
cipal leader and agitator, were in general attach- 
ed to Cleveland. 

At length Goffe broke silence.—" You are 

1 
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tifeteome aboard. Captain Clevela&dw— SfldaAtu^ 
faffivil ! I silppost you think youiflilf em^M^ 
dore yet ! but tbafi was over^ by 6^-^ wheo^oit 
lost your abip) and be d-nl!^ 

And be^ once far all,, ure ouy take nofioej 
that it waa ibe gracaoua custmn of tUi^ coiOp 
BUUid^ to mix hia words and oatbi^ in ittvrly 
e^ual {tfoportioofls^ whiish be was wont tis call 
»hetling bis didoouipsei Ab we delight nol^ Itow- 
eti^^ in the disebsrgd <tf sudi artillery urtf^wffl 
only indieate by a spage like thb r the pl fc ctfo 
Ml which these expletives occurred; and diio^ tf 
the reader will pardon a tefj poor piua^ wa^will 
reduce Captiun €k^'s voUey qf Aarp-sbot into 
an explosion of Uank t»aptri4ges^ T^ bia.inBHtil* 
atioQB that he was eoqie on bourd to assume the 
cbieCcommand^iClevdand replied, thtt bfe nriliwr 
desired^ nor would aoc^it, any such pcomotfen, 
but would only ask Ciqyt«n Gesflfb for njcast tA 
tile boat, to put him adioie ki me of the ''other 
islands, as be bad no wiA either to eominakid 
Goffe^ or to remain in a vessel under Us orders. 

*^ And why not under my ordem^ brother?^ 
demanded GoiE?, very austerely % ^ -*• .«-.^*-« Are 

6 . 
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you too good a man, -« -^ -« with youl: cheese- 
toaster and your gib there, -« •— to serve under 
my orders, and be d-— d to you, where there 
are so many gentlemen that are elder and better 
seamen than yourself?^ 

<< I wcmder which of these capital seamen it 
was,"^ said Cleveland, coolly, <' that laid the ship 
under the fire of yon six-gun battery, that could 
blow her out of the water, if they had a mind, 
before you could either cut or slip ? Elder and 
better sailors than I may like to serve under such 
a lubber, but I beg to be excused for my own 
share. Captain— that^s all I have got to tell you.*" 

^^ By 6—, I think you are both mad !^ said 
Hawkins, the boatswiun— ^^ a meeting with sword 
and pistol may be devilish good fun in its way, 
when no better is to be had ; but who the devil 
that had common sense, amongst a set of gentle- 
men in our condition, would fall a-quarrelUng 
with each other, to let these duck-winged, webb- 
footed islanders have a chance of knocking us 
all upon the head !^^ 

<^ Well siud, old Hawkins !^ said Derrick the 
quarter-master, who was an officer of very consi- 

VOL. III. " K 
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derabk ioiportance among these ro?en; ^' I say, 
if the two captains wont agree to live together 
quietly, and dub both heart and head to defend 
the vessely why, d— n me, depose them both, si^ 
I, and chuse another in ibm stead !^ 

<' Meaning yourself, I suppose. Master Qirar- 
tcar-Master T said Jack Bunce; ^' but that cock 
wont fight. — He that is to command gmtlmen^ 
should be a gentlenian himself, I think ; and I 
give my Tote for Captiun Cleveland, as spirited 
and as gentl^nan-like a man as ever daflTd the 
world aside and bid it pass !*" 

. <^ What ! yon call yourself a gentleman, I war*, 
nait r retorted Derrick ; " why, — your eyte ! 
a tailor would make a better out of the ^worst 
suit of rags in your strolling wardrobe ! — It is a 
shame for men of nfint to have such a Jack-i^ 
dandy scarecrow on board T 

Jack Bunce was so incensed at fhese baseoom^ 
paiisons, that, without more ado, he laid bis band 
on his swcHd. The caipenta:, however, and boat- 
swain interfered, the former brandishing his broad 
axe, and swearing he would put the skull of the 
first who should sfttike a Uow past clouting, n&i 



THE PI&ATE* 147 

the latter reimiidiiig them, that, by their oiticles, 
all quarrelling, striking, cr inore ospaetaUy fights 
ing on bbartl, was slirka%pinhifaited; and that if 
any gentleman had a qnamel to isettle^ they were 
to go ashore, and deodeit widi ctitlaas and pislx^ 
at the si^t of two of their ateasmates. 

*^ I have no quarrel with jaay one, <•** ^^ •^-^r 
saidGofiie, sullenly; ^* Captain Clevekhd liaswaa* 
dered about among the iskmds here, amusing him^ 
aelf, -^«.~.«»i and we have wasted our time and 
property in waiting for hian, when we might hav« 
been adding twenty or thirty thousand dollars tx> 
the stock-purse, fiowever, if it pleases the rest 
of the gentlemen^adveBtuoers, I&ludlsiot grumble 
about it, — f 

<f I propose,'^ said the boatswain, '' that there 
should be a general council called in the great 
cabin, aocordii^ to our articles, that we may oon<- 
ttder what course we are to hold in this maljler.? 

A general assent followed the boatswaiJi^s 
{Ht>posal; for every one found his own acooiiAl 
in these general councils, in which each of the 
rovers had a free vote. By far the greater part ^ 
of the crew only valued this franchise, as it allow- 
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ed them, upon such aolenm occasaons, an nnfi- 
mited quantity of liquor— -a right wbidi thej 
failed not to exerdae to the uttennost, by way of 
aiding thar deKberadons. But a few amoi^st 
the adventurers, who united some degree of 
judgment with the daring and profligate charac- 
ter of thdbr profession, were wont, at such pe- 
riods, to Kmit themselTes within the bounds of 
comparatiTe sobriety, and by these, under the ap- 
parent form of a vote of the general ooun<»I, all 
things of moment rekiting to the Toyage and un- 
dertakings of the pirates were in fact determined. 
The rest of the crew, when they reootrered from 
their intoxication, were easily persuaded that the 
resolution adopted had been the legitimate effort 
of the combined wisdom of the whole senate. 

Upon the present occaaon, the debauch had 
proceeded until the greater part of the crew wese^ 
B8 usual, displapng inebriation in all its most 
brutal and disgraceful shapes— swearing empty 
and unmeaning oaths— venting the most horrid 
iihprecations in the mere gaiety of th^ heart— - 
singing songs, the ribaldry of which was only 
equalled by their profaneness, and, from the 
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middle of this earthly hell, the two Captains, to* 
gether with one or two of their principal adhe* 
rents, as also the carpenter and boatswain, who 
always took a lead on such occanona, had drawn 
together into a pandsemonium, or privy couninl 
of their own, to consider what was to be done ; for, 
as the boatswain metaphorically observed, they 
w^e in a narrow channel, and behoved to keep 
sounding the tide-way. 

' When they began their consultations, the 
friends of Goffe remarked, to their great dis- 
pleasure, that he had not observed the whole* 
some rule to which we have just alluded; hut 
that, in endeavouring to drown his mortie. 
cation at the sudden appearance of Cleveland, 
and tlie reception he met with from the crew, the 
elder Captain had not been able to do so without 
overflowing his reason at the same time. His na. 
tural sullen taciturnity had prevented this, from 
h&ng observed until the council began its delibe< 
rations, when it proved impossible to hide it. ^ 

The first person who spoke was Cleveland, 
who said, that, so far from wishing the command 
of the vessel, he desired no favour at any one^s 
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hamt, eitoepi to land him ufmi some island or 
hoba at a distance £rom Kirkwall, and lea^e him 
to flhift for himsdL 

The boatswain remonstrated strongly against 
fhis resdutioD. ^^ The lads^"^ he said, '^ all knew 
Cleveland, and could trust his seamanship, as wdl 
as his courage ; besides, he never let the grog get 
quUe uppermost, and was alwajs in proper trim, 
either to sail the ship or to fight the diip, where* 
by she was never without some one to keep her 
eoiurse when he was on board.— And as for the 
Boible Captain Goffe,^ conUnued the mediator, 
^lie is as stout a heart as ever broke biscuit, and 
that I will uphold him ; but then, when he has his 
grog aboard-^I speak it to his face-»he is so 
damned funny with his cranks and his jests, that 
there is no living with him. You all remember 
how nigh he had run the ship on that cursed 
Horse of Copnsha, as they call it, just by way c^ 
frolic; and then you know how he fired off his 
pistol under the table, when we were at the great 
council, aild shot Jack Jenkins in the knee, and 
cost the poor devil his leg, with his pleasantry.^ 
^* Jack Jenkins was not a chip the wcMse,"^ 
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said the carpenter; *^ I took tlie leg off with my 
saw sss well as any lobloUy-boy in the land ooidd 
have doDo--«4ieated my broad axe, and seared 
the stump-Hiy, by » ! and made a jury-leg 
that he shambles about with as well as ever he 
did-— for Jack could never cut a feather.^ * 
. ^^ You are a clever fellow, carpenter !^ replied 
the boatswain, << a dp-<l dever fellow ! but I 
had rather you tried your saw and red-hot axe 
upon the ship^s knee^timbers than on mine, sink 
me !— But that here is not the case^— The ques- 
tion is, if we shall part with Captain Cleveland 
here, who is a man of thought and actiorf, where- 
by it is my belief it would be heaving the pilot 
overboard when the gale is blowing on a lee» 
shore. And I must say, it is not the part of a 
true heart to leave his mates, who have been 
here waiting for him till they have missed stays. 
Our water is well nigh out, and we have junket- 
ed till provisions are low with us. We cannot 



' * A ship going fast through the sea is said to cut a 
fea^her^ alluding to the ripple which she throws off from 
her bows. 
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lail without proviffloos— »we cannot getproraiont 
without the good will of the KirkwaU folks. If 
we remain here Icmger, the Halcyon frigate wSl 
be down upon us-H»he was seen off Peterhead; 
two days since,— and we shall hang up at the 
yard-arm to be sun-dried. Now, Captain Cleve- 
land will get us out of the hobble, if any cam. 
He can play the gentleman with these Kirkwall 
folks, and knows how to deal with them on fair 
terms, and foul too, if there be occaaon for il.^ 

'^ And so you woidd turn honest Captrai Cioife 
ft-gnizing, wpuld ye ?^ said an dd weather-beaten 
pirate, who had but one eye ; ^^ what though he 
has his humours, and made my eye dowse the 
glim in his fandes and frolics, he is as hwiest a 
man as ever walked a quartar-deck, for all Jlhat^ 
and d — n me but I stand by him so long as^ 
f other limtem is lit r 

<' Why, you would not hear me out/* said 
Hawkins ; '^ a man might as well talk to ao many 
negersi — I tell you I propose that Cleveland 
shall only be Captain from one, post meridian, 
to £iv€^ a. m, during which time Goffe is always 
drunk.'* 
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^Tiie CtftptiMft of ^om he last spoke ga^e «uf- 
fidient proof (^ the truth of his'wmdfl^ by utter- 
io^ ttxi inarticQiate growl^ and attempting to jMre- 
sdnt » pistol at the mediator Hawldns. 

;^' Why, look ye now P said Derrick, <* ihei'e 
is-dK'ibe sense he has, to get drunk on council- 
day, like one of these poor silly fellows !^ 

• *^ Ay,'* said Bunce, " drunk as Davy's sow, ill 
thir&^ of the field, the fray, and the senate T 

^^ Bdt nevertheless,'^ continued Derrick, ^< it 
wiB never do to have two captains in the same 
day.- I'think week about might suit better— and 
let' Cleveland take the first turn." 

^* There are as good here as any of them," said 
Havi^kin» ; *^ howsomdever, I object nothing to 
CfqJIain CleFveland, and I thiok he may help us 
intd-dei^ water as well aa another." 

^* Ay," exclaimed Bunce, << and a better figure 
hexwiil quake at brinj^ng these Sjrkwallers to 
order^ than his sober predecessor !«-*So Captain 
Cleveland for ever !" 

^^ Stop, gentlemen," said Cleveland, who had 
hitherto been silent ; >^ I hope you will not chuse 
me Captain without my own consent ?" 
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«« 



Ay, by the blue vault of hearoi will we,'^ 
said Bunce, ^^ if it be jpro bono ptMko r 
' ^' But hear me, at lea^ V* said ClevelaDd-*^ 
<< I do consent to take command of the vesse!, 
nnce you irish it, and because I see you will ill 
get out of the scrape withcHit me.^^ 

" Why then I say, Cleveland for ever again P 
shouted Bunce. 

•^ Be quiet, pr'ythee, dear Bunce ! — honest At 
tam'ont !^ sud Cleveland.—^ I undertake the 
bui^iness on this condition ; that when I have got 
the ship cleared for her voyage, with provisions, 
and so forth, you will be content to restore Cap- 
tain (roffe to the command, as I said before, and 
put me ashore somewhere, to shift for myself— < 
You will then be sure it is impossible I can be- 
tray you, since I will remain with you to the last 
moment.^ 

* " Ay, and after the last moment too, by the 
blue vault ! or I mistake the matter,^ muttered 
Bunce to himself. 

The matter was now put to the vote ; and so 
Confident were the crew in Cleveland'^s superior 
address and management, that the temporary 
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deposition of Goffe found little oppoeitimi 
even amos^ his own partizans, who reactonably 
enough observed, '^ he might at least have kept 
sobeif to look after his own business — ^E'^en let 
him put it to rights again himself next morning, 
if h^ will'' 

Sut when the next morning came, the drunken 
part of the crew, being informed of the issue of 
the deliberations of the council, to which they 
were virtually held to have assented, shewed such 
a superior sense of Cleveland's merits, that Groffe, 
sulky and malcontent as he was, judged it wisest 
for the present to suppress his feelings of resent- 
ment until a safer opportunity for suffering them 
to explode^ and to submit to the degradation 
which So frequently took place among a pirati- 
cal crew. 

Cleveland, on his part, resolved to take upon 
him, with spirit and without loss of time, the task 
of extricating his ship^s company from theu* pe. 
riloUs ffltuation. For this purpose, he ordered the 
boat^ with the purpose of going ashore in person, 
carrying with him twelve of the stoutest and best 
men pf the ship's company, all very handsomely 
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appointed, (for the success of th&t nefarious pro^ 
fesaon bad enabled the pirates to assume nearly 
as gay dresses as their officers,) and above all, eadi 
man being suffidently armed with cutlass and jAs- 
tols, and several having pole-axes and poniards. 
Cleveland himself was gallantly dressed in tk 
blue coat, lined with crimson silk, and laced with 
gold very richly, crimson damask wustooat oaA 
breeches, a velvet cap, richly embroidered, with 
a white feather, white nlk stockings, and lod^ 
heeled shoes, which were the extremity of fiiieiy 
among the gallants of the day. He had a gold 
chain several times folded round his neck, whidh 
sustained a whistle of the same metal, the ensiga 
of his authority. Above all, he wore a deooftttioii 
peculiar to those daring depredators, who, be^ 
indes one, or perhaps two brace of pistols at dMsr 
belt, had usually two additional brace, of the&iest 
mounting and workmanship, suspended overtb^ 
shoulders in a sort of sling or scarf of crmisoil 
ribband. The hilt and mounting of the Captam^ 
sword corresponded in value to the rest of his 
equipment, and his natural good mien was so wefl 
adapted to the whole equipment, that when* be 
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appeared on deck, he was received with a genenil 
vfxmt.by the crew, who, as in other popular so- 
cieties, judged a great deal by the eye. 

, Cleveland took with him in the boat, amongst 
odiers, his predecessor in office, Groffe, who was 
flso very richly dressed, but who, not having the 
advantage of such an exterior asCleveland\ look- 
fdiihe a boorish clown in the dress of a courtier, 
or juther Hke a vulgar-facedfootpad decked in the 
spc^s of some one whom he bad murdered, and 
whose claim to the property of his garments is 
rendered doubtful in the eyes of all who look 
ppon^him, by the mixture of awkwardness, re- 
mofee^ cruelty, and insolence, .which clouds his 
ooimtenance. Cleveland probably chose to take 
jG#ffe ashore with him, to prevent Ids having any 
oi^portunity, during his absence, to debauch the 
mew from their allegiance. In this guise they left 
the ship, and singing to their oars, while the water 
Ibamed higher at the chorus, soon reached the 
quay of Kirkwall. 

m 

.\ The ocHoiiQand of the vessel was in the mean 
time entrusted to Bunce, upon whose allegiance 
Oleyebuid knew that he might perfectly depend, 
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Bad, in « pmate vaareaa&m wkh him of some 
length, he gare him diredaons how to act in siuSli 
emergencies as might occur* 

These arrangemeiitfi being made, arid Bunce 
haying been repeatiedlj charged to staiid npun 
his guard alike agiunst the adherents of GtdSe mii 
any attempt from tlie shore, the boat put o£ 
As she approached the harbour, Cleveland &- 
plajed a vrtiite flag, and could observe tbat their 
jappearance seemed to occasion a good deal of 
bufltle aiad alarm. People <wiere seen runnii^ to 
and fro, and some of them appeared to be getting 
under arms. The battery iras manned has^j, 
and the English odours displayed* Tliese Hrere 
alarming symptoms, the ratber that CleTeland 
knew, that, though there weris no artiilfiry-raen in 
Kirkwall, yet there were many sailors' perfectly 
competent to the managemeiit of great guns^ and 
willing enough to undertake such sondce in case 
<]f need« 

Noting these hostile preparations with a heedful 
eye, but suffering nothing like doubt or iui:^ty 
to appear on his countenance, Clevehind run the 
boat r%ht for the quay, on which several peqcile. 
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anned with mud&et% cifles, aad fowliag-pieces, 
wad olherB with faalf^-pikes and wfaaling-knives, 
were now assembled, as if to oppose his knding. 
Appar^itly, however, th^ had not positively 
determioi^ what measures they were to pursue ; 
for when the boat reached the quay, those inw* 
mediately opposite bore back, and suffered Cleve- 
laod and his party to leap ashore without hind** 
ranoe. . They hnmedjately drew up on the quay, 
exceptkig two, who, aa their Captain had oom^ 
mandedy remained in the boat, which they put 
off to a Utile distanoe^-^i manoeuvre which, while 
it {daced.the boat (the only one belong^g to the 
sloop) oist .of danger of being 49dzed, indicated a 
9ott of cuveless con6denoe in Cleveland and his 
party, whidi was calculated to intimidate their 
^pottents. 

The Kjrkwallers, however, shewed the old Nor- 
thern blood, put a manly face upon the matter, 
and stood on the quay, with their arms shoulder- 
ed, directly ^^iposite to the rovers, and blocking 
up gainst them the street which leads to the town. 

Cleveland was the first who spoke, as the 
parties stood thus looking upcnai each other.—- 



160 THE PIRATJE. 

<^ How is this, gentlemen buighers ?^ he said; 

« 

« are you Orkney folks turned Highlandmeo, 
that you are all under anns so early thk moi». 
ing ? or have you manned the quay to give aie 
the honour of a salute, upon taking the command 
of my ship 7** 

The burghers looked on each other, and one 
of them replied to Cleveland— ^^ We do not know 
who you are ; it was that other man,^—- pomtii^ 
to Gioffie—'^ who used to come ashore as Captain.^ 

^* That other gentl^nan is my mate, and com- 
mands in my absence,^ said Cleveland ;r-*-<' bi^ 
what is that to the purpose? I wish to speak widi 
your Lord Mayor, (xr whatsoever you call )im^ 

<^ The Provost is. sittii^ m council with .the 
Ma^strates,^ answered the spdiennan, / .^ 

" So much the better,^ replied rlrTrlawl i 
" Where do their WocsUps meet?^ 

<< In the Council-house,^ answered the oAer* 

" Then make way for us, gentkmei^ if yoir 
please, for my people and I are going ther&^ 
. There was a whisper among the townVpec^le t 
but several were unresolved upon engi^gi^ in a 
desperate, and perhaps sin umiueceMary conflkf. 
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with desperate men ; and. the more detehnined 
dtizens finrmed the haaty reflection that the stran- 
giers might be more easily mastered in the house, 
t9 perhaps in the narrow streets which they had 
to^tt^iTerse, than when they stood drawn up and 
prepared for battle upou the quay. They suffer^ 
ed iihem, therefore, to proceed unmolested; and 
CfeTelandj movingTery slowly, keeping his peqple 
dose together, sufficing no one to press upon the 
flsnks of bis little detachment, and making four 
men, who c<mstituted his rear-guard, turn round 
and face to the rear from time t6 time, rendeted 
it^ by his caution, a very dangerous task, to make 
ai^atti^pt upon them. 

In this miBHier they ascended the niorow street, 
and reached the Coundl-house, where the Ma- 
gistrates were actually atting, as the citizen had 
informed Cleveland. Here the inhabitants bej^an 
to pftess forward, with the purpose of mingling 
inth the pirates, and availing themsdives of the 
crowd in the narrow entrance, to secure as many 
as tfa^ could, without allowing them rocmi for 
Ae free use ot their weapons. But this also hail 
Ckvdand foreseen, and, ere entering the council- 
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roooi, he caused tlie entrance to be clemred and 
aecnred, comnuuiding four of his men to f«oe 
down the street, and as numy to confnmt liie 
crowd who were thrusting eadi other Ibrwaid 
from aboTe. The bm^g^^rs recoiled ba^ from 
the ferodous, swarthy, and sttn4iamed coniite- 
nances, as well as the levelled arms, of these des- 
peradoes, and Cleveland, widi the reit of his 
party, entered Ihe council-room, where the Mi^ 
strates w>ere cittiDg in council, with very fittk 
attendance. These gentlemen were thus separa- 
ted efktXuilij from the citizens, who looked to 
them fer orders, and were peihaps more com- 
pletely at the mercy of Cleveland, than he, witii 
his little handful of men, could be said to be at 
that of the mnllitiide by whom they waae sun- 
fouhded^ 

The Mi^strflctes seemeEl sensible of theiar dan- 
ger; for Ihej looked upon each other in isome 
confuflien, when Clev^dand dms addressed them : 

^' Goodmorrow, goitieaMn,*— J hope there is no 
unkindness bcJtwixt us. I am come to ta& with 
you aboat ^ting supplies for my ship yonder ia 
the rmA^iGoA^^we cannot ami wilhoiit thces.^ 
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** Your riiip, rir P'* ^ai^ tb^ Provqst, who was 
9 pmo of sense and «piritr^^^ how dp w^ know 
tiiat you ^re her Captain ?^ 

^< Look at me^^ wd Cleveland, ^^ and you 1iirill» 
I thinkj iK^arce ask the question again.^ 
. The Magistrate looked at him j and aecordingly 
did not think proper to pursue that part of the 
inquiry, but proceeded to say-***^ And if you are 
her Captain^ whence conies she, and where is she 
hound for ? You look too much like a man-of- 
war^s man to be pia^r of a trader, and we know 
that you do not belong to the British navy.**^ 

" There are more men^f-war on the sea than 
1^ upder the British flag^ replied Cleveland ; 
^ *^ but say that I were eomn^ander of a free-trader 
here, wiUing jto exjchange tobacco, brandy, gin, 
and ^uch like, for cured fish and hides^ why, I 
dp not think I deserve so very bad usage from 
the merchants of Kirkwall as to deny me provi- 
sions for ipy money P'' 

" Look ypjj, Captain," said the Town-Clerk, 
" it i^ not that we are so very strait-laced nei- 
th^r-^^or when gentlemen of your doth come 
this way, it is a3 wed, as I tauld the jProvost, 
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jost to do as the oolfier did when he met the 
^yily..^nd that is, to have naetfaing to saj to' 
them, if they have naething to say to us ;— and 
there is the gentfeman,^ pointing to Goffe, <^ that 
was Captain before you, and may be Captain after 
you,^— (<^ The cuckold speaks truth in that,^ mut- 
tered Goffe,) — ^< he knows well how handsomely 
we entertiuned him, till he and his men took upcm 
them to run through the town like hellicat devils. 
—I see one of them there !— -that was the very 
fellow that stopped my servant-wench on the 
street, as she carried the lantern home before me, 
and insulted her before my face T 

'^ If it please yoiur noble Mayorship's honour 
and glory,* said Derrick, the fellow at whom the 
Town-derk pcnnted, << it was not I that brought- 
to the bit of a tender that carried the lantern in 
the poop— -it was quite a different sort of a per- 



son,** 



^^ Who was it then, ar P*** said the Provost. 

** Why, please your majesty^s worship," said 
Derrick, making several sea-bows, and describing 
as nearly as he could the exterior of the worthy 
Magistrate himself, <^ he was an elderly gentle- 
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<'■'•♦ , » ..*-,■■ 4 

man.-— dutch-buQt. rounil in the stem, with a 
Wjhite wig and a red nose— very like your ma^ 
jesty, I thinjk ;^ then turning to a comrade^ he 
added, <^ Jack, don\ you think the fellow that 
wanted to kiss the pretty girl with the lantern 
f other night was yery like his worship ?^ 

" By God, Tom Derrick/^ answered the party 
appealed to, ^^ I believe it is the very man P 

<^ This is insolence which we can make you 
repent of, gentlemen.!^ said the Magistrate, just- 
ly irritated at their effrontery ; *^ you have be- 
haved in this town, as if you were in an Indian 
village at Madagascar. You yourself, -Captain, 
if captidn you be, were at the head of another 
riot, no farther since thw yesterday. We will 
give you no provisions till we know better whom 
we are supplying. And do not think to bully us ; 
when I shake this handkerchief out at the window, 
•which is at my elbow, your ship goes to the bot- 
tom. Remember she^lie8 under th^ gqns of our 
battery.** 

'^ And how many of these guns are honey- 
combed, Mr Mayor ?** said Cleveland. He put 
the question by change; but instantly perceived 
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from a sort of oonfiision which the Provost in 
vain endeavoured to bide, that the artillerj of 
Kirkwall was not in the bent order. <' Come, 
come, Mr Mayor,'' he said, ** bullying will go 
down with us as little as with you. Tour guns 
yonder will do more harm to the poor did sailors 
who are to work them, than to our sloop ; and if 
we bring' a In'oadade to bear on the town, why, 
your wives' crockery will be in some danger. 
And then to talk to us of seamen being a li^ 
frolicsome ashorcf, why, when are they odierwise? 
You have the Greenland whalers playing the 
devil among you every now and then ; and the 
very Dutchmen cut capers in the streets of Kirk- 
wall, like porpoises before a gale of wind. I am 
tdd y6u are a man of sense, and I am sore yon 
and I could settle this matter in the course c^ a 
five minutes palaver.** 

« Wdl, sir,^ said the Provost, « I will hear 
what you have to say, if you will walk this way.'^ 

Cleveland accordingly followed him into a 
small interior apartment, and, when there, ad- 
dressed the Provost thus : ** I will lay aside my 
pistols, ar, if you are afraid of them.'' 
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^ Damn your pistolay"^ ansirared the Provost, 
<^ I haire served the king» and fear the smell of 
powder as little as you do.^ 

" So much the bettor,'' said Cleyeland, " for 
you will hear me the more coolly.— Now, sir, let ua 
be what perhaps you suspect us, or let us be any 
thing dse, what, in the nam^ of Heaven, can 
you get by keeping us here, bi^ blows and blood- 
shed ? For whidi, believe me, we are much heU 
ter provided than can pretend to be* The 
point is a plain one-— you are desirous to be rid 
of us— we are desirous ,to be gone. ILet us hav^ 
the means of d^arture, and we leave you ia- 
stantly," 

*^ I^Qok ye. Captain," said the Provost, ** I 
tlurst for no man's blood. You are a pretty fel- 
low, as there w^e many among the buccaneers 
in my time— but there is no harm in wishing you 
a better trade* You should have the 4»tores ajxi 
wdcome, for your money, so you would make 
these seas clear of you. But then, here lies the 
rub. The Halcyon frigate is expected here in 
diese parts immediately ; when she hears of you 
she will be at you ; for there is nothing the 
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White Lapdle lores better than a rofer-— you 
are seldom without a cargo of dollars. Well, 'he 
comes down, gets you under his stem,^— 

<^ Blows us into the air, if you please,^ said 
Cleveland. 

** Nay, that must be as you please. Captain,* 
sud the Provost ; <^ but then, what is to come 
of the good town of Kirkwall, that has been 
packing and peeling with the King'*s enemies? 
The burgh will be laid under a round fine, and 
it may be that the Provost may not come off so 
easily*** 

*< Well, then," said Cleveland, " I see where 
your pinch lies. Now, suppose that I run round 
this island of yours, and get into the roadstead 
at Stromness? We could get what we want put 
on board there, without Kirkwall or the Provost, 
seeming to have any hand in it ; or, if it should 
be ever questioned, your want of fcHce^ and our 
superior strength, will make a sufficient apcdo- 

" That may be,** said the Provost ; « but if I 
suffer you to leave your present station, and go 
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elsewhere, I must have some security that you 
will not do harm to the country.^ 

^* And we,^ sdid Cleveland, ^^ must have some 
security on our side, that you will not detain us, 
by dribbling out our time till the Halcyon is on 
the coast Now, I am myself perfectly willing to 
continue on shore as a hostage, on the one side, 
providing you will give me your word not to be- 
tray me^ and send some magistrate, or person of 
consequence, aboard the sloop, where his safety 
irill be a guarantee for mine."*^ 

The Provost shook his head, and intimated it 
Would be difficult to find a person willing to 
jdace himself as hostage in such a perilous con- 
dition ; but said he would propose the arrange- 
ment to such of the council as were fit to be trusts 
ed with a matter of such weight 
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<t 



CHAPTER VIII. 



I left my poor pknigfa to go ploughing the deep I" 



Wrek the ProTost odA Cleveland had retttrn- 
ed into the pubGc conneil-room, the fiNrmer re- 
tired a second time with such of his brethren as 
he thought proper to advise with; and, while 
thej were engaged in discus^g Cleveland*s pro- 
posal, refreshments were offered to him and Ins 
people. These the Captain permitted his people 
to partake of, but with the greatest precaution 
against surprisal, one party relieving the guard, 
whilst the others were at their food. 

He himself, in the meanwhile, walked up and 
down the apartment, and conversed upon indif- 
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ferent tubjects with those present, like a person 
quite at his ease. 

Amongst these indiyiduals he saw, somewhat 
to his surprise, Triptolemus Yellowley , who chan- 
cing to be at Kirkwall, had been summoned by 
the Ma^strates, as representative, in a certmn de- 
gree, of the Lord Chamberlain, to attend coun- 
dl on this occasion. Cleveland immediately re- 
newed the acquaintance which he had formed with 
the agriculturist at Burgh Westra, and asked him 
his present business in Orkney. 

*' Just to look after some of my little plans. 
Captain Cleveland. I am weary of fighting with 
wild beasts at Ephesus yonder, and I just cam 
trwer to see how my orchard was thriving, whilk 
I had planted four or five miles from Kirkwall, 
it may be an year bygane, and how the bees were 
thriving, whereof I had imported nine skeps, for 
the improvement of the country, and for the turn- 
ing of the heather-blocHn into wax and honey .^ 

*^ And they thrive, I hope,^ sud Cleveland, 
who, however little interested in the matter, sus- 
tained the conversation, as if to break the chilly 
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aod embarrassed sileiice wluch,iiui3|^ ^IP^ ^% 
company assembled. 

" Thrive r replied Triptolemus ; " they ijbpye 
like every thing else in this country, and that is 
the backward way*** 

'< Want of care, I suppose,^ scud Cleveland. 

*' The contrary, or, quite and dean the con- 
trary,^ replied the Factor ; ^' they died of ower 
muckle care, like Lucky Christie^s chickens^-— I 
asked to see the skeps, and cunning and joyful 
did the fallow look who was to have taken care of 
them-—' Had there been ony body in charge but 
mysell,* he said, ' ye might have seen the skqps, or 
whatever you -ca* them ; but there wad hae been 
as mony solan-geese as flees in them, if ithadn^i 
been for my four quarters ; f(»r I watched them 
so closely, that I saw them a^ creeping out at the 
little holes one sunny morning, and if I had not 
stc^yped the leak on the instant with a bit day, 
the dell a bee, or flee, or whatever they are, 
would have beenleft in the skep6,'as ye ca** them f 
-—In a word, ar, he had dagged up the hives, as 
if the puir things had had the pestilence, and my 
bees were as dead as if they had been smeaked— 
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and go ends my hope, gemrandi gloria meUiSy as 
Virgifius bath it^ 

" There is an end of your mead, then," re- 
plied Cleyeland ; '' but nvhat is your chance of 
cyder ?— How does the orchard thriye ?** 

<< O, Captain ! this same Solomon of the Or- 
cadian Ophir— I am sure no man need to send 
thither to fetch either talents of gold or talents 
of sense !^ — I say, this wise man had watered the 
young apple-trees, in his great tenderness, with 
hot water, and they are perished, root and branch I 
But what avails grieving ? — ^Andl wish you would 
tell me, instead, what is all the din that these 
good folks are making about pirates ? and what 
for are all these ill-looking men, that are armed 
like so mony Highlandmen, assembled in the 
judgment-chamber ? — ^for I am just come from 
the other side of the island, and I have heard 
nothing distinct about it— -And, now I look at 
you yoursell. Captain, I think you have mair of 
these foolish pistolets about you than should suf- 
fice an honest man in quiet times ?^^ 

<* And so think I too^^^ said the pacific Triton, 
old Haagen, who had been an unwilling fcdiower 
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of the daring Mootrote; '' if you b«d been ia tiie 
Glen of Edderacbyllis, when W9 were sue sait 
worried by Sir John Worry—" 

^' You hare forgot the whole matta*^ neighbour 
Haagen,^ aaid the Factor ; " £&r John Urry waa 
on your side, and was taVn with Mouiarofie; by the 
aama token, be lost hi^s head T 

^ Did he P"" said the Triton.--^^^ I beUfsve you 
flsay be right ; for he changed sid^s mair than 
anes, and wha kens wbilk he died for ?— *But aU 
ways he waa there, and so was I ; — « fi^t there 
was, and I never wish to see another V* 

The entrance tit the Provost here interrupted 
their desultory conyersaticn, — ^^ We have deter* 
mined," he said, ^ Captain, that your ^p 9b«tt 
go round to Stromneas, <Hr Scalpa-flow, to take 
in stores, in order that there may be no ibm« 
quarrels between the Fiur fdkfi and your seao^. 
And. as you wish to stay on shoi^ io see the Faii^ 
we intend to send a re£^)ectable gentleswn on 
board your vessel to pilot her round the Main- 
land, as the najigatioa is but tieiklisb*" 

^ Bpoken like a sensible and quiet magistrate, 
Mr Mayor," said Ckveland. *' and no otherwise 
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than as I expeoted.-«And what gentlenan is to 
honour our quarter-deck during my absence 7* 

^ We haye fixed that too. Captain Cleveland,^ 
said tke ProTOSt; ^* you may be sure we were 
each more desirous than another to go upon h> 
pleasant a yoyage, and ia such good company ; 
but being Fair time, most of us haye some affairs 
in hand— I myself, an respect of my office, caa- 
not be well spared^— the eldest Baillie's wife is ly« 
kig-in^^die Treasurer does not agree with the sea 
j^^Xwo Baillies haye the gout— the other two are 
absent ivom town— and the other fifteen members 
of council are all oigaged on particular business.^ 

^ All that I can tell you,^ Mr Mayor, said 
C3eyeland, raising his yoioe, ^'is, that i ex- 
peot----** 

<^ A moments patience, if you please, Captain/* 
said the Prorost, interrupting hira*— ^ So that 
we haye come to the resolution that our worthy 
Mr Triptolemus Ydlowley, who is Factor to the 
Lord Chamberlain of these islands, 'shall, in re* 
apect 6£ his offidal -situation, be preferred to the 
honour and pleasure of acconspanyiag you.** 

^ Me P said tin astonished Triptolemus; 

9 
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» 

<< what the devil should I dogCMDgon your voj- 
ages?-— my biunness is on dry land P 

'^ The gentlemen want a pilot,^ said the Pro- 
vost, whispering him, <^ and there is no eriting 
to give them one.^ 

^ Do they want to go bump on shore, then ?** 
said the Factor—'' how the devil should I pilot 
them, that never touched rudder in my life ?" 

<< Hush !— hush !— be alent r said the Plo. 
vost ; *< if the people of thb town heard ye say 
sudi a word, your utility, and respect, and rank, 
and every thing else, is clean gone !— No man is 
any thing With us island folks, unless he can hand, 
reef, and steer !— besides, it is but a mere f<»m; 
and we will send old Pate Sinclair to hdp you. 
You will have notlung to do but to eat, drink, 
and be merry all day.^ 

'< Eat and drink ?^ said the Factor, not able to 
comprehend exactly why this piece of duty was 
pressed upon him so hastily, and yet not very 
capable of I'esisting or extricating himself from 
the toils of the more knowing Provost— >'' Eat 
and drink !— -that is all very well ; but, to vpeak 
truth, the sea does not agree with me any more 

8 
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thaii with the Treasurer ; and I have always a 
better appetite for eating and drinking ashore.^ 

'^ Hush, hush, hush !^ again said the Provost, 
in an under tone of earnest expostulation; ^' would 
you actually ruin your character out and out?-— 
A Factor of the High Chamberlain of the Isles 
oi Orkney and Zetland, and not like the sea !-*- 
you mig^t as well say you are a Highlander, and 
do not like whisky f 

** You must settle it somehow, gendemen," 
said Captain Cleveland ; ** it is time we were un- 
der' weigh— Mr Triptolemus Yellowley, are we 
to be honoured mth your company ?" 
' " I am sure. Captain Cleveland," stammered 
the Factor, ** I would have no objection to go 
ahy where with you—only——'' 

** He has no objection,'* said the Provost, catch- 
ing at the first limb of the sentence, without await- 
ing the conclusion. 

" He has no objection,'' cried the Treasurer. 

** He has no objection," simg out the whole 
four Bailies together ; and the fifteen Councillors, 
all catching up the same phrase of assent, repeated 
it in chorus, with the additions of— '^ good man" 
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— ** public spirited'"^-'^ honourable gentleman'*^ 
— << burgh eternally obliged^ — " where will you 
find such a worthy Factor ?^ and so forth. 

Astonished and confused at the praises with 
which he was overwhelmed on all ddes, and in 
no shape understanding the nature of the trans* 
action that was going forward, the astounded and 
overwhelmed agriculturist became incapable of 
resisting the part of the Kirkwall Curtius thus 
insidiously forced upon him, and was delivered 
up by Captain Cleveland to his party, with the 
strictest injunctions to treat him^ with honour and 
attention. Gofie and his companions began now 
to lead him off, amid the applauses of the whole 
meeting, after the manner in which the victim of 
ancientdays was garlanded and greeted by shouts^ 
when consigned to the priests, for the purpose of 
being led to the altar as a sacrifice for the com- 
monweal. It was while they thus conducted, and 
in a manner forced him out of the council-cham- 
ber, that poor Triptolemus, much alarmed at find- 
ing that Cleveland, in whom he had some confi- 
dence, was to remain behind the party, tried, when 
just going out at the door, the effect of one re- 
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monstrating bellow.—-^' Nay, but. Provost !^^ 
Captain !— Baillies I — Treasurer !<^Coundllor8 ! 
—if Captain Cleveland does not go aboard to pro- 
tect me, it is nae bargain, and go I will not, un- 
less I am tnuled with cart-ropes P 

His protest was, however, drowned in the una- 
nimous chorus of the Magistrates and Coundllors 
returning him thanks for his public spirit— 'wish- 
ing him a good voyage— «nd praying to Heaven 
for his happy and speedy return. Stunned and 
overwhelmed, and thinking, if he had any di». 
tinct thoughts at all, that remonstrance was vain, 
where friends and strangers seeined alike deter- 
mined to carry the point against him, Triptole- 
mus, without further resistance, suffered himself 
to be conducted into the street, where the pirate^s 
boafscrew,assembling around him, began to move 
slowly towards the quay, many of the townsfolks 
following out of curiosity, but without any attempt 
at interference or annoyance ; for the pacific com- 
promise which the dexterity of the first Magis- 
trate had achieved was unanimously approved of 
as a much better settlement of the disputes .be- 
twixt Jthem and the strangers, than might have 
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been attained by the dubious issue of an appeal 
toanns. 

Meanwhile, as they went slowly along, Tripto- 
lemushad time to study the appearance, counte- 
nance, and dress of those into whose hands he had 
been thus delivered, and began to imagine that 
he read in their looks not only the general expres- 
sion of a desperate character, but some sonister 
intentions directed particularly towards himself. 
He was alarmed by the truculent looks of Goflfe, 
in particular, who, holdkig his arm with a gripe 
whsdi resembled in delicacy at touch the conw 
presaon of a smithes vice, cast on him fiom the 
outer comer of his eye oblique glances, like those 
whidi the eagle throws upon the prey which she 
has clutched, ett yet she proceeds to jdume it. 
At length Y^owley^s fears got so far the better 
of his prudenoe, that he fairly asked his terrible 
conductor, in a sort of crying whiqper, ^Aiejoa 
going to murder me. Captain, in the £soe of the 
laws baith of God and man ?^ 

" Hold your peace, if you are wise,*' said Gofie, 
who had his own reasom for deoring to increase 
the panic of his capttre ; *^ we have not murder- 
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ed a man these three months, and why should 
you put us in mind of it ?^ 

** You are but joking, I hope, good worthy 
Captain,"^ repUed Triptolemus. ** This is worse 
than witches, dwarfs, dirkmg of whales, and 
cowping of cobles, put all together !— 4his is an 
away-ganging crop, with a vengeance !-— What 
good, in Heaven^s name, would murdering me 
do to you f" 

** We might have some pleasure in it, at least,**, 
said GofFe.— -*^ Look these fellows in the face, 
and see if you see one among them that would 
not rather kill a man than let it alone ? — But we 
will speak m(»:e of that when you have first had 
a taste of the bilboes— ^unless, indeed, you come 
down with a handsome round handful of Chili 
boards* for your ransom.^ 

^ As I shall live by bread, CSaptain,^ miswer-* 
ed the Factor, '^ that misbegotten dwarf has car- 
ried off the whole homful of silver T 



* ComTbonfy ealkd by landsmen Spanish do^flffs. 
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'^ A cat-and-nine^tails will make you fiDd it 
again,^ 8iud6offe,gn]ffly ; '^flog^g and pickling 
is an excellent recdpt to bring a man^s wealth into 
his mind— twisting a bow-string round his skull 
till the eyes start a little is a very good way too.^ 

" Captain,^ replied Yellowley, stoutly, " I 
have no money— seldom can improvers have. — 
We turn pasture to tillage^ and barley into uts, 
and heather into greensward, and the poor yar^ 
phay as the benighted creatures here call their 
peat-bogs, into baittle grass-land ; but we seldcnn 
make any thing of it that comes back to our ain 
pouch.-"The carles and the cart-avers make it 
all, and the carles and the cart-avers eat it all, 
and the de^ clink doun with it T 

" WeU, well," said Goffe, « if you be reaUy 
a poor fellow, as you pretend, FU stand your 
fnend;** then inclining his head so as^ reach 
the ear of the Factor, who stood on tip-toe with 
anxiety, he said, *< If you love your life, do not 
enter the boat with us P 

'^ But how am I to get away from you, while 
you hold me so fast by the arm, that I oould not 
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get off if the whole yearns crop of Scotland de- 
pended on it?" 

" Harkye, you gudgeon,^ said Goffe, ** just 
when you come to the water^s edge, and when 
the fellows are jumping in and taking their oars, 
slue yourself round suddenly to the larboard—^ 
I will let go your arm — and then cut and run 
for your life r 

Triptolemus did as he was desired, Goffers will* 
ing hand relaxed the grasp as he had promised, 
the agriculturist trundled off like a foot-ball that 
has just received a strong impulse from the foot 
of one of the players, and, with celerity which 
surprised himself as well as all beholders, fled 
through the town of Kirkwall. Nay, such was 
the impetus of his retreat, that, as iMie grasp of 
the pirate was still open to pounce upon him, he 
never stopped till he had traversed the whole town, 
and attained the open country on the other side. 
They who had seen him that day— Jiis hat and wig 
lost in the sudden effort he had made to bolt for- 
ward, his cravat awry, and his waistcoat unbut- 
toned,— -and who had an opportunity of com- 
paring his round spherical form and short legs 
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with the portentous qpeed at which he scoured 
through the streets, might well say, that if Fury 
ministers arms. Fear confers wings. 

There was no pursuit after the agncuUurist ; 
and though a musket or two were presorted, for 
purpose of sending a leaden messenger af t^ him, 
yet Goffe, turning peace*maker for once in his 
life, so exaggerated the dangers which would at- 
tend a breach of the truce with the pec^le of 
Sarkwall, that he prevailed upon the boatVcrew 
to forbear any active hostilities, and to pull off 
for thar vessel with all dispatch. 

The burghers, who regarded the escape of 
Triptcdemus as a triumph on their side, gave the 
boat three cheers, by way of an insulting farewell ; 
while the Magistrates, on the other hand, enter- 
tained great anxiety respecting the pobable con« 
sequences of this breach of articles between them 
and the pirates ; and, could they have seized upon 
the fugitive very privately, instead of compliment* 
ing him with a civic fSeast in honour of the a^ty 
which he displayed^ it ia likely they might have 
delivered the run-4(way hostage once more into 
the hands of his foemen* But it was impossible to 
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set their face publicly to such an act of violence, 
and theref<Hre they contented themselves with 
closely watching Cleveland, whom they deter- 
mined to make responsible for any aggression 
which might be attempted by the pirates. Cleve- 
land, on his part, easily conjectured that the 
motive which Gofie had for suffering the hostage 
to escape was to leave him answerable for all con- 
sequences, and, reljring more on the attochm^it 
and intelligence of his friend and adherent Fre- 
derick Altamont, alias Jack Bunce, than on any 
thing else, expected the result with considerable 
anxiety, since the Magbtrates, though they con- 
tinued to treat him with civility, plainly intimated 
they would regulate his treatment upon the beha- 
viour of the crew, though he no longer command, 
ed them. 

It was not, however, without some reason that 
he reckoned on the devoted fidelity of Bunce; for 
no socmer did that trusty adherent receive from 
Goffe, and the boaf s crew, the news of the es- 
cape of Triptolemus, than he immediately con- 
cluded it had been favoured by the late Captain, 
in (»rder that, Cleveland being either put to death 
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or conrigned to hopeless imprisonment, Goffe 
might be called upon to resume the command of 
the vessel. 

'^ But the drunken old boatswain shall miss 
his mark,^ said Bunceto his confederate Fletcher; 
*' or else I am contented to quit the name of Al- 
tamont, and be called Jack Bunce, or Jack 
Dunce, if you like it better, to the end of the 
chapter.*^ 

Availing himself accordingly of a sort of nau- 
tical eloquence, which his enemies termed slack- 
jaw, Bunce set before the crew, in a most animated 
manner, the disgrace which they all susbuned 
by their Captain remaining, as he was pleased to 
term it, in the bilboes, widiout any hostage to 
answer for his safety, and succeeded so far, that, 
besides exciting a good deal of discontent against 
Goffe, he brought the crew to the resolution of 
seizing the first vessel of a tolerable appearance, 
and declaring that the ship, crew, and caigo, 
should be dealt with according to the usage which 
Cleveland should receive on shore. It was j udged 
at the same time proper to try the faith of the 

Orcadians, by removing from the road-stead c^ 

9 
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Kirkwall, and going round to that of Stromness, 
where, according to the treaty betwixt Provost 
Torf and Captain .Cleveland, they were to vic- 
tual their sloop. They resolved, in the mean- 
time, to entrust the command of the vessel to a 
coundl, consisting of Goffe, the boatswain, and 
Bunce himself^ until Cleveland should be in a 
situation to resume his command. 

These resolutions having been proposed and 
acceded to, they weighed anchor,- and got their 
sloop under weigh, without experiencing any op- 
position or annoyance from the battery, which 
relieved them of one important apprehension in- 
cidental to thieir situation. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Clap on more lul, pmmie, up with your fighls» 
GiTe 6jo— flhe is my prize, or ocean whefan them all 

Shakssfeabc. 



A VBRT handaome brig, whidi^ with several 
other vessds, was the proper^ of Magnus Troil, 
the great Zetland Udaller, had received on board 
that Magnate himself, his two lovely daughters, 
and the facetious Claud Halcro, who, for friend- 
ship's sake chiefly, and the love of beauty proper 
to his poetical calling, attended them on their 
journey from Zetland to the capital of Ork« 
ney, to which Noma had referred them, as the 
place where her mystical oracles should at length 
receive a satisfactory explanation. They passed 
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at a distance the tremendous cUffs of the lone- 
ly spot of earth called the Fair Isle, which, at an 
equal distance from either Archipelago, lies in 
the sea which divides Orkney from Zetland, and 
at length, after some baffling winds, made the 
Start of Sanda. OiF the headland so named, they 
became involved in a strong current, well known 
by those who frequent these seas, as the Roost of 
the Start, which carried them connderably out of 
their course, and, joined to an adverse wind, for<^ 
ced them to keep on the east nde of the island of 
Stronsa, and, finally, compelled them to lie bye 
for the night in Papa Sound, since the navigation 
in dark or thick weather, amongst so many low 
islands, is neither pleasant nor safe. 

On the ensuing mornings they resumed their 
voyage under more favourable auspices, andcoast* 
ing along the island of Stronsa, whose fiat, ver- 
dant, and compiEiratively fertile shores, formed a 
strong contrast to the dun hills and dark cliffs of 
their own islands, they doubled the cape called 
the Lambhead, and stood away for Kirkwall. 

They had scarce opened the beautiful bay 
betwixt Pomona and Shapinsha, and the nsters 
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were admiriDg the massiye church of Saint Mag- 
nus, as it was first seen to rise from amongst the 
inferior buildings of Kirkwall, when the eyes 
of Magnus and of Claud Halcro were attracted 
by an object which they thought more interest- 
ing. This was an armed sloop with her sails set, 
which had just left the anchorage in the bay, 
and was running before the wind by which the 
brig of the Udaller was beating in. 

'' A tight thing that, by my ancestor's bones,^ 
said the old Udaller ; *^ but I cannot make out of 
what country, as she shews no colours. Spanish 
built, I should think her.^ 

" Ay, ay," said Claud Halcro, ^^ she has all 
the look of it. She runs before the wind that we 
must battle with, which is the wonted way of the 
world. As glorious John says, 

' With TDomj deck, and gtrns of mighty strength^ 
Whose low-laid mouths each mounting billow laveflj 

Deep in her draughty and warlike in her lengthy 
She seems a searwasp flying on the wayes.' 



• M 



Brenda could not help telling Halcro, when 
he had spouted this stanza with great enthusi- 
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asm, '^ that though the description was more 
like a first-rate than a sloop, yet the simile of tlie 
sea- wasp served but indi£Perently for either.^* 

*^ A sea-wasp,"^ said Magnus, looking with 
some surprise, as the sloop, shifting her course, 
suddenly bore down on them. ** Egad, I wish 
she may not. shew us presently that she has a 
sting.^^ 

What the Udaller said in jest, was fulfilled in 
earnest; for, without hoisting colours, or hail- 
ing, two shots were discharged from the sloop, 
one of which ran dipping and dancing upon the 
water, just a-bead of the Zetlander'^s bows, while 
the other went through his main-sail. Magnus 
caught up a speaking-trumpet and haUed the 
sloop, to demand what she was, and what was 
the meaning of this unprovoked aggres^on. 
He was only answered by the stem command, 
<< Down top-sails instantly, and lay your main- 
sail to the mast — ^you shall see who w^ ape pre- 
sently.'* 

There was no means within the reach of pos- 
sibility by which obedience could be evaded. 



192 THE PI HATS. 

where it would instantly have been ^enforced hy 
a broadside ; and with much fear on the part of 
the sisters and Claud Halcro, mixed with anger 
and astonishment on that of die UdaUer, the brig 
lay-to to await the commands of the captors. Hie 
sloop immediately lowered a boat, with m ttrmed 
hands, commanded by Jack Bunoe, which rowed 
directly for their prize. Ajs they approached her, 
Claud Halcro whispered to the Udaller, ^ If what 
we hear of buccaneers be true, diese men, widi 
thor silk scarfa and Tests, have the very cut cf 

m 

them."** 

** My daughters ! my daughters T muttefed 
Magnus to himself, with Mich an agony as <ai]y 
a father could feel—*** Go down bdow, and hide 
yourselres, girls, while I——'* 

He threw down his speaking-trumpet, and 
seked on a handspike, while his daughters, more 
afraid of the consequences of his fi^ temper fo 
himself than of any thmg else^ hung round him, 
and begged him to make no resistance. Clau4 
Halcro united his entreaties, adding, ** It were 
best pacify the fellows with fair words.-^They 

1 
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might,^ he «aid, ^< be Dunkirkers, or insolent 
man-of-war^s men on a frolic.^ 

^^ No, no,^ answered Magnus, '^ it Is the sloop 
which the Jagger told us of. But I will take 
your advice— I will have patience for these girls^ 
sakes; yet ■ ^ 

He had no time to conclude the sentence, for 
Bunce jumped on board With his party, and 
drUwing his cutlass, struck it upon the compa- 
nioti-ladder, and declared the ship was theirs. 

'* By what warrant or authority do you stop 
us on the high seas ?^ said Magnus. 

^< Here are half a dozen of warrants,^ said 
Bunce, shewing the ;^pi8to]s whidi were hung 
round him, according to a pirate-fashion already 
mentioned, ^^ chuse which you like, old gentle- 
man, and you shall have perusal of it presendy.^ 

** That is to say^ you intend to rob usP"^ said 
Magnus.— -^^ So be it— we have no means to help 
it*— only be civil to the women, and take what 
you please from the vessel. There is not much, 
but I will and can make it worth more, if you 
use us well.''^ 

VOL. in. K 
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** Civil to the women !** said Fletcher, who 
had also come on board wkh the gang — <^ when 
were we else than civil to them ? ay, and kind to 
boot ?— Look here, Jack Bunce !-— what a trim- 
going little thing here is ! — By G — , she shall 
make a cruize with us, come of old Squaretoes 
what will !" 

He seized upon the terrified Brenda with one 
hand, and insolently pulled back with the other 
the hood of the mantle in which she had mufSed 
herself. 

** Help, father ! — ^help, Minna r exclaimed 
the affrighted girl, unconscious at the moment 
that they were unable to render her assistance. 

Magnus again uplifted the handspike, but 
Bunce stopped his hand. — ** Avast, father I^ he 
said, '^ or you will make a bad voyage, of it pre- 
sently — ^And you, Fletcher, let go the girl I'' 

** And d — n me ! why should I let her go ?** 
smd Fletcher. 

** Because I command you, Dick,^ said the 
other, ** and because FU make it a quarrel else. 
-—And now let me know, beauties, is there one of 

6 
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you bears that queer heathen name of Minna, foi* 
which I have a certain sort of regard ?" 

^* Gallant sir r said Halcro, " unquestionably 
it is because you have some poetry in your heart,** 

** I have had enough of it in my mouth in my 
time,'* answered Bunce ; " but that day is by, 
old gentleman— however, I shall soon find out 
which of these girls is Minna.^^— Throw back your 
mufflings from your faces, and don*t be afraid, 
my bright Lindamiras, no one here shall meddle 
with you to do you wrong.— On my soul, two 
pretty wenches — I wish I were at sea in an egg- 
shell, and a rock under my tee-bow, if I would 
wish a better leaguer-lass than the wdrst of them I 
Hark you, my girls, which of you wo^Id like to 
swing in a rover^s hammock ? — ^you should have 
gold for the gathering !** 

The terrified girls clung close together, and 
grew pale at the bold and familiar language of 
the desperate libertine. 

*' Nay, don't be frightened," said he ; *' no one 
shall serve under the noble Altamont but by her 
own free choice— There is no pressing i^mohg^ 
gentlemen of fortune. And do not look so shy 
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V 

upon me neither, as if I spoke of what you never 
thought of before. One ofyou, at least, has heard 
of Captiun Cleveland, the Rover.*^ 

Brenda grew still paler, but the blood mount- 
ed at once in Minna*s cheeks, on hearing the name 
of her lover thus unexpectedly introduced ; for 
the scene was in itself so confounding, that the 
idea of the vesseFs being the consort of which 
Cleveland had spoken at Burgh- Westra had oc- 
curred to no one save the Udaller. 

<< I see how it is," said Bunce, with a familiar 
nod, ^* and I will hold my course acoordii^ly. 
You need not be afraid of any injury, fatfaer,*^ 
he added, addresdng Magnus familiarly ; << and 
though I have made many a pretty girl pay tri- 
bute in my time, yet yours shaH go ashore with- 
out either wrong 6r ransom." 

If you will assure me of that," said Magnus, 

you are as welcome to the brig and cargo as 
ever I made man welcome to a ean of punch."^ 

^< And it is no bad thing that same can of 
punch," said Bunce, ^' if we had any one 'here 
that could mix it well." 

<< I will do it," sad Claud Halcro, " with any 



6C 



le^. 



THE PIBATE. 197 

man that^ver squeezed lemon,-— Erick Scambes- 
ter, the punch-maker of Burgh- Westra, being 
alone excepted.*' 

^* And you are within a grapnell's length of 
him too,]* said the Udaller, — " Go down below, 
my girls,^ he added, ^^ and send up the rare old 
man and the punch-bowl.^ 

*^ The punch-bowl T said Fletcher ; " I say 
tb^ bucket, d — ^n me ! — Talk of bowls in the 
cabin of a paltry merchantman, but not to gen- 
tlemen strollers— rovers, I would say,** correcting 
hiniself, as he observed that Bunce looked sour 
at the mistake. 

** And I say these two pretty girls shall stay 
on deck and fill my can,^ s^d Bunce ; ^^ I de- 
serve, some attendance at least for all my gene- 
rosity.*** 

*^ And they shall fill mine too,** said Fletcher 
— " they shall fill it to the brim, and I will have 
a kiss for every drop they spill — ^broil me if I 
won't !** 

** Why then I tell you you shan't !** said 
Bunce ; " for 1*11 be d-— d if any one shall kiss 
Minna but one, and that's neither you nor I ; and 
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her other little bit of a oonsort Aall ^scape for 
company ; — ^there ajre plenty of willing wenches 
in Orkney. And so, now I think on it, these girls 
shall go down below and bolt themselves into the 
cabin, and we will have the punch up here on 
deck, (dfrescoy as the old gentleman proposes.^ 

*' Why, Jack, I wish you knew your own 
mind,^ said Fletcher ; '< I have been your mess- 
mate these two years, and I love you ; and yet 
flay me like a wild bullock, if you have not as 
many humours as a monkey ! — ^And what shaiB 
we have to make a little fim of, since you have 
sent the girls down below 7^ 

*' Why, we will have Master Punch-maker 
here,^ imswered Bunce, *' to give us toasts and 
sing us songs— And in the meantime, you there, 
stand by dieets and tacks, and get her under way ! 
«^-and you, steersman, as you would keep your 
brains in your skull, keep her iinder the stem 
of the sloop* — If you iittempt to pla,y ^s any 
trick, I will scuttle your sconce as if it w^^ an 
old calabash !^ 

The vessel was accordingly got under way, 
" and xnov^d islowly on in the wake of tl^ sloc^. 
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which, as had been previously agreed upon, held 
her course not to return to the Bay of Kirkwall, 
but for an excellent roadstead called Inganesa 
Bay, formed by a promontory which extends to 
the eastward two or three miles from the Orca- 
dian metropolis, and where the vessels might con- 
veniently lie at anchor, while the rovers maintain-' 
ed anycommunication with the Magistrates which 
the new state of things seemed to require. 

Meantime Claud Halcro had exerted his ut- 
most talents in compounding a bucket-full of 
punch for the use of the pirates, which they 
drank out of large cans ; the ordinary seamen, 
as well as Bunce and Fletcher, who acted as of- 
ficers, dipping them into the bucket with very 
little ceremony, as they came and went upon their 
duty. Magnus, who was particularly appre- 
hensive that liquor might awaken the brutal 
passions of these desperadoes, was yet so much 
astonished at the quantities which he saw them 
drink, without producing any viable effect 
upon their reason, that he could not help ex- 
pressing his surprise to Bunce himself, who, wild 
as he was, yet appeared by far the most dvil and 
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conversable of his party, and whcHn be was, per- 
haps, desurous to conciliate, by a oomplimeBtof 
which all boon topers know the value. 

« Bones of Saint Magnus T said the Udaller, 
<< I used to think I took off my can like a gentle- 
man ; but to see your men swallow. Captain, one 
would think their stomachs were as bottomless 
as the hole €i Laifell in Foula, which I have 
sounded myself with a line of an hundred fa- 
thoms.'' 

" In our way of life, sir,^ answered Bunce, 
<< there is no stint till the duty calls, en: the 
puncheon is drank out," 

" By my word, sir," said Claud Halcro, « I 
believe there is not one of your people but could 
drink out the mickle bicker of Scapa, which was 
always offered to the Bishop of Orkney brimful 
of the best bummock that ever was brewed." 

'* If drinking could make them bishops," said 
Bunce, *^ I should have a reverend crew of them; 
but, as tfaej have no other clerical qualities about 
them, I do not propose that they shall get drtmk 
tp-day ; so we will cut our drink with a song.^ 
** And I'll sing it, by — — !" said or swore 
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Dick Fletcher, and instantly struck up the old 
ditty— 

'^ It was a ship^ and a ship of fame. 
Launched off the stocks^ bound for Ihe maini 
With a hundred and fifty brisk young men^ 
AU pidced and chosen every one/' 

^^ I would sooner be keel-hauled than hear 
thai song oyer again,^ said Bunce ; << and con- 
fimnd your lantern jaws, you can squeeze no* 
thing fise out c^ them.^ 

cc By J" said Fleteher, « I will sing my 

song, whether you like it or no C and again he 
sung, with the doleful tone of a north-easter 
whistling through sheet and shrouds, 

^' Captain Glen was our captain's name ; 
A very gallant and brisk young man ; 
As bold a sailor's ere went to sea. 
And we were bound for High Barbary." 

<< I tell you again,**^ S{ud Bunce, *^ we will have 
none of your screech-owl music here ; and I**!! 
be d— -d if you shall »t here and make that in- 
fiemal noise.^ 

«« Why then, I'll tell you what,"* said Fletcher, 
getting up, ^' 111 dng when I walk about, and 
I hope there is no harm in that, Jack Bunce/' 
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And fso getting up from his seat, he began to 
walk up and down the sloop, croaking out his 
long and disastrous ballad. 

*^ You see how I manage them,^ said Bunce, 
with a smile of self-applause — ** allow that fel- 
low two strides on his own way, and you make 
a mutineer of him for life. But I tie him strict 
up, and he follows me as kindly *as a fowler^s 
spaniel, after he has got a good beating.— And 
now your toast and your song, ar,^ addressii^ 
Halcro; ** or rather your song without your 
toast I have got a toast for myself. Here is 
success to all roving blades, and confusion to all 
honest men P 

'< I should be sorry to drink that toast, if I 
could help it,^ said Magnus Troil. 

<< What, you reckon yourself one of the ho- 
nest folks, I warrant,"" said Bunce.—- *' TeU me 
your trade, and I^ tell you what I think of it 
As for the punch-maker here, I knew him at first 
glance to be a tailor, who has, therefore, no more 
pretensions to be honest than not to be mangy. 
But you are some High Dutch skipper, I war- 
rant me, that tramples (m the cross when he is in 
Japan, and denies his religion for a day^'s gain.^ 
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" No,'^ replied the Udaller, <^ I am a gentle- 
man of Zetland.^ 

*^ O, what,^ retorted the satirical Mr Bunce, 
<< you are come from the happy climate where 
gin is a groat a bottle, and where there is day- 
light for ever ?^ 

" At your service, Captain,^ said the Udaller, 
suppressing with much pain some disposition to 
reseat these jests on hia country, although under 
every risk, and at all disadvantage. 

" At my service !'' said Bunce— " Ay, if there 
was a rope stretched from the wreck to the beach, 
you would be at my service to cut the hawser, 
make JloaUome and Jetsome of ship and cargo, 
and well if you did not give me a rap on the head 
with the back of the cutty-axe ; and you call 
yourself honest ? But never mind — ^here goes the 
aforesaid toast— and do you sing me a song, Mas* 
ter Fashioner ; and look it be as good as your 
punch.^ 

Halcro internally praying for the powers of a 
new Timotheus, to turn his strain and check his 
p^de, as glorious John had it, began a heart* 
apothing ditty with the following lines : 
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•« Maidens fresh as fidrest rose^ 
Listen to this lay of mine." 

<< I ivill hear nothiDg of maidens or roses,^ 
said Bunce ; *^ it puts me in mind what sort of 
a cargo we have got on board ; and, by - , I 
will be true to my messmate and my captain as 
long as I can.— -And now I think on\ FU have 
no more punch either— -that last cup made in- 
novation, and I am not to play Ca^sio to-night 
—and if I drink not, nobody else shall.*** 

So saying, he manfully kicked over the bucket, 
which, notwithstanding the repeated applications 
made to it, was still half full, got up frofn his 
seat, shook himself a little to rights, as he ex- 
pressed it, cocked his hat, and walking the quar- 
ter-deck with an ait of dignity, gave, by word 
and signal, the orders for bringing the ships to 
anchor, which were re^tdily obeyed by both, 
Goffe being then, in alT probability, past any ra- 
tional statp of interference. 

The Udaller, in the meantime, condoled with 
Halcro on their ^tuation. ^^ It is bad enough,^ 
said the tough old Norseman ; ^' for these are 
rank rogues-— and yet, were it not for the girls, 
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I should not fear them. That young vapouring 
fellow, who seems to command, is not such a 
born devil eis he might have been^^ 

'^ He has queef humours, though,^^ said itaU 
cro ; " and I wish we were loose from him. To 
kick dofwn a bucket half full of the best punch 
ever was made, and to cut me shoirt in the 
sweetest Song I ever wrote,-^I promise you j I do 
not know what he may do next — ^it is. next door 
to madness.'*^ 

Meanwhile the ships being brought to anchor, 
the taliant Lieutenant Bunce called upon Fletcher, 
and resuming his sefat by his imwilling passen- 
gers^ he told them they shoidd see what message 
he was about to send to the wittols of Kirkwall, as 
they were something concerned in it. " It shall 
run in Dick^s name,^ he said, ^^ as well as in uHoe. 
I love to give the poor young fellow a little coun- 
tenance now and then-^on'*t I^ Dick, you d— k1 
stupid ass ?^^ 

" Why, yes. Jack Bunce,^ said Dick, •* I 
can't say but as you do*; only you are always bul- 
locking one about something oi" other too-*but, 
howBomdever, d'ye see——'" 
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*« Enough said — belay your jaw, IMck," said 
BuDce, and proceeded to write his epistle, which, 
being read aloud, proved to be of the following 
tenor : ^^ For the Mayor and Aldermen of Kirk- 
wall — Gentlemen, As, contrary to your good 
faith g^ven, you have not sent us on board a host- 
age for the safety of our Captain remaining on 
abore at your request, these come to tell you, we 
are not thus to be trifled with. We have already 
in our possesion a brig, with a feunily of dis- 
tinction, its owners and passengers ; and as you 
deal with our Captain, so will we deal with them 
in eyery respect. And as this is the first, so as- 
sure yourselves it shall not be the last damage 
which we will do to your town and trade, if you 
do not send on board our Captain, and supply 
us with stores according to treaty. 

^* Given on board the brig Mergoose of Buigh 
Westra, lying in Inganess Bay. Witness our 
hands, commanders of the Fortune's Favourite, 
and gentlemen adventurers.^ 

He then subscribed himself Frederick Alta- 
mont, and handed the letter to Fletcher, who 
read the said subscription with much difficulty ; 
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and admiring the sound of it very much, swore 
he would have a new name himself, and the ra- 
ther that Fletcher was the most crabbed word to 
spell and conster, he believed, in the whole dic- 
tionary. He subscribed himself accordingly Ti- 
mothy Tugmutton. 

*^ Will you not add a few lines to the cox- 
combs'?^ siud Bunce, addressing Magnus. 

" Not I," returned the Udaller, stubborn in 
his ideas of right and wrong, even in so formi- 
dable an emergency. ** The Magistrates of Kirk- 
wall know their duty, and were 1 they — '^ But 
here the recollection that his daughters were at 
the mercy of these ruffians, blanked the bold 
visage of Magnus Troil, and checked the defi- 
ance which was just about to issue ttom his 
lips. 

** D — ^n me," said Bunce, who easily conjec- 
tured what was passing in the mind of his pri- 
soner—" that pause would have told well on the 
stage — ^it would have brought down pit, box, 
and gallery, egad, as Bayes has it." 

" I will hear nothing of Bayes," said Claud 
Halcro, (himself a little elevated,) " it is an im-» 
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pudent satire oh glorious John ; but he tickled 
Buckingham off for it 



' In the fint rank of these did Zimii stand ; 

a . 

A man so varion ii " 

<< Hold your peace,* said Bunce, drowning die 
Voice of the admirer of Dryden in louder and more 
vehement asseveration, '^ the Rdbearsal is the best 
farce ever was written— and Fll make him kiss 
the gunner^s daughter that denies it D— n mc, 
I was the best Prince Prettyman ever walked the 
board] 



' Sometime a fisher's soin^ soitfetimes a pHn6e.' 

But let us to butdness.-— Hark ye^ old gentleman, 
(to Magnus,) you have a sort of sulkiness abcnit 
you, for which some ci my profesnon wouM cut 
your ears out of your head, and broil themforyour 
dinnerwith red pepper. I have known €[offe do so 
to a poor devil, for looking sour and dangerous 
trhen he saw his sloop go to Davy Jones* lockar 
with )iis only son on board* But I^m a sfint of 
another sort ; and if you or the ladies are ill us^, 
it shall be the Earkwall people^s fault, and not 
mine, and thaf s fair ; and so you had better let 
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them know your condition, and your circum- 
stances, and so forth,-— and that^s fair too/^ 

Magnus, thus exhorted, took up the pen, and 
attempted to write ; but his high spirit so strug- 
gled with his paternal anxiety, that his hand re- 
fused its office.. ^^ I cannot help it,^ he said, af- 
ter one or two illegible attempts to write— -^^ I 
cannot form a letter, if all our lives depended 
upon it.*^ 

And he could not, with his utmost efforts, so 
suppress the convulsing emotions which he ex- 
perienced, but that they agitated his whole 
frame. The willow which bends to the tempest 
often escapes better than the oak which resists 
it ; and so, in great calamiticfs, it sometimes ha^ 
pens, that light and frivolous sprits recover their 
elasticity and presence of mind sooner than those 
of a loftier character. In the present case, Claud 
Halcro was fortunately able to perform the task 
which the deeper feelings of his friend and patron 
rrfused. He took the pen, and, in as few words 
as possible, explained the situation in which they 
were placed, and the cruel risks to which they 
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were ecposed, iniftmiaring, at the same dme, as 
delkatfely as he could expTe89 it^ that, to the nuu 
giatnttes of the country, the life and honour of its 
dtitens should be a dearer object than even the 
apprdiension or punishment of the guilty ; ta*- 
khag carej however, to qualify the last expcesdon 
as much as possiUe, for fear of giving umbcage 
to the pirates. 

Bunce read over the letter, which fortunlrt^y 
met his approbation; and, on seeing the name of 
Claud Halcro at the bottom, he ^idaimed, in 
great surprise, and with moreenergeticexpresaons 
of asseveration than we diuse to record**'^ Why, 
you are the little felloW that played th^ fiddle to 
old Manager Gadabouts company, at Hogs N(a% 
tbn, the first season I came out there 1 1 thought 
I knew your catch- word of glorious Jobn.^ 

At another time this recognition might not 
have been very gi^teful to Ha]cn>*8 minstrel 
pride ; but, as matter* stood with him, the dis- 
covery of d golden mine could not have made 
him more happy. He instantly remembered the 
very hopeful youi^ perfi>rmer who came out in 

8 
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Don Sebastian, and judiciously added, that the 
muse of glorious John had never received such 
excellent support during the time that he was 
first (he might have added^ and only) violm to 
Mr Gadabo'at^s dotiipany. 

" Why, yes," said Bunce, ** I believe yoii aie 
right— I think I might haVe shaken the scene as 
well as Booth or Betterton either. But I was 
d^tmed tb figure on other boards, (striking his , 
foot upon the deck,) and I believe I must stick 
by them, tilt I find no board at all to* support 
me; But how, old acquaintance, I will do smne- 
thing for y6u— Hslue yourself this way a bit-~I 
would have you solus." They leaned over the 
taffrail, while Biince whispered with more seri- 
ousness thatf he usually shewed, -^^ I am sorry, 
for this honest old heart of Norway pin^-^blight 
me if I am not— and for the daughters too-— be- 
sides, I have my oWn reasons for befriending one 
of them. I can be a wild fellow with a willing 
lass of the game; but to such decent attd inno^ 
cent creatures — d — n me, I am Scipio at Numan«. 
tia, and Alexander in the tent of Darius. You 
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remember how I touch off Alexander, (Iiere he 
started into heroics.) 

' Thus from the grave I rise to save my love ; 
All draw your swords^ with wings of lightning move. 
When I rush on, sure none will dare to stay — 
'Tis beauty calls, and glory shews the way.' " 

Claud Halero failed not to bestow the neces- 
sary commendations on his declamation, declaring 
that^ in his ofMnion as an honest man, he had al- 
ways thought Mr Altamont^s giving that speech 
far superior in tone and energy to Betterton. 

Bunce, or Altamont, wrung his hand tenderly. 
^^ Ah, you flatter me, my dear friend,^ he said ; 
" yet, why had not the public some of your 
judgment ! — I should not then hitve been at this 
pass. Heaven knows, my dear Mr Halcro-*- 
beaven knows with what pleasure I could keep 
you on board with me, just that I might have one 
friend who loves as much to hear, as I do to re- 
cite, the choicest pieces of our finest dramatic au- 
thors. The most of us are beasts— and, for the 
Kirkwall hostage yonder, he uses me, egad, as I 
use Fletcher, I think, and huffs me the more. 
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the more I do for him. But how delightful it 
would be in a tropic night, when the ship wafi 
hanging on the breeze, with a broad and steady 
sail, for me to rehearse Alexander, with you for 
my pit, box, and gallery 1 Nay, for you are a 
follower of the muses, as I remember, who knows 
but you and I might be the means of inspiring, 
like Orpheus and Eurydice, a pure taste into our 
companions, and softening their manners, while 
we excited their better feelings ?** 

This was spoken with so much unction, that 
Claud Halcro began to be afraid he had both 
made the actual punch over potent, and mixed 
too many bewitching ingredients in the cup of 
flattery which he had administered ; and that, 
under the influence of both potions, the senti^ 
mental pirate might detain him by force, merely 
to realize the scenes which his imaglnsction pre^ 
sented. The conjuncture was, however, too deli* 
cate to admit of any active effort, on Halcro^a 
part, to redeem his blunder, and therefore he 
only returned the tender pressure of his friend^a 
band, and uttered the interjection, <^ alas,"' in as 
pathetic a tone as he could. 
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Bunce immediately resumed : <^ You are nght, 
my friend, these are but vain visions of felicity, 
and it remains but for the unhappy Altamont to 
serve the friend to whom he is now to bid hxe^ 
well. I have determined to put you and the two 
^Is ashore, with Fletcher for your protection ; 
and po call up the young women, and let them 
be gone before the devil get aboard of me, or of 
some one else. You will carry my letter to the 
magistrates, and second it with your own do^ 
quence, and assure them, that if they hurt but 
one hair of Cleveland's head, there will be the 
devil to pay, and no pitiji hot.^ 

Relieved at heart by this unexpected tenmea- 
tion of Bunce^s harangue, Hali»o descended the 
companion ladder two steps at a time, aad knock* 
iog at the cabin docn*, could scarce find mtdligi- 
ble language enough to say his errand. The sis- 
ters hearing, with unexpected joy, that they were 
to be set ashore, ipufled themselves in thdr 

a 

doaks, and when they learned that the boat was 
hoisted out, came hastily on deck, where they 
were apprized, for the first time, to their great 
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&ont>r, that theit fathor was still to remaio on 
board of the pirate. 

*^ We will remain with him at every r^ak,^ 
said Minna---^^ we may he of some asastance to 
hita^ were it but for an instant-*- we will live and 
die with himi.^ 

^ ^< Yfe will sid him more surely/ said Brenda, 
who comprehended the nature of thdr situa- 
tion better than Minna, ^^ by interesting the 
people of Kirkwall to grant these gentlemen^a 
demands.^ 

^^ >< Spoken like an angel -ofsense and b^uty,^ 
said Bunce; '^ and now away with you; foTf 
•d««->n me, if this is not like having a lighted lin- 
atoek in the powder<TOom*-Hf you speak anptber 
word more, oonfound me if I know how I. shall 
bring myself to- part with you.^ , . 

^< Go, in Code's name, my daughters,^^ said 
Ma^us. ^^ I am in God's baud ;. and. whim .you 
wee gOD&I shall care Ut^ for myself— isnd Xsh^l 
think and say, as long as I live, that this good 
gentleman deserves a better trade.— Go--go^ 
away wtdi you'''--*for they yet lingered^ in i^nwil^ 
lingness to leave hjin. 
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** Stay not to kiss,'' said Bu&ce, << for fear I 
be tempted to ask my share. Into the boat with 
you«-**yet stop an instant.'" He drew the three 
captives apart-—'* Fletcher,'' said he, ^ will »i- 
swer for the rest of the fellows, and will see you 
safe off the sea-beach. But bow to answer for 
Fletdier, I know not, except by trusting Mr 
Halcro with this little guarantee." 

He offered the minstrel a small douUe4)errdU 
kd pistol, which, he said, was loaded with a brace 
of balls. Minna observed Halcro's hand tranble 
as he stretched it out to take the weapon. '< Give 
it to me, sir," she said, taking it from the out- 
law ; *' and trust to me for defending my sister 
and myself." 

•* Bravo, bravo !" shouted Bunce. ** There 
spoke a wench worthy of Cleveland, the King of 
Rovers." % 

*< Cleveland !" repeated Minna, *' do you then 
know that Cleveland, whom you have twice na- 
med?" 

*' Know him ! Is there a man alive," said 
Bunce. '* that knows better than I do the best 
and stoutest fellow ever stepped betwixt stem 
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and stem ? When be is out of the bilboes, as 
please Heaven he shall soon be, I reckon to see 
you come on board of us, and reign the queen of 
every sea we sail over.<— You have got the little 
guardian, I suppose you know how to use it. If 
Fietdier behaves ill to you, you need only draw 
up this piece of iron with your thumb, so— and' 
if he persists, it is but crooking your pretty fore- 
finger thi^, and I shall lose the most dutiful 
messmate that ever man had— -though, d — n the 
dog, he will deserve his death if he disobeys my 
order& And now, into the boat— but stay, one 
kiss for Cleveland's sake.*" 

Brenda, in deadly terror, endured his courte* 
sy, but Minna, stepping back' with disdain, of- 
fered her hand. Bunce laughed, but kissed, with 
a theatrical air, the fair hand which she extend- 
e4 as a ransom for her lips, and at length the sis- 
ters and Halcro were placed in the boat, which 
rowed off under Fletcher's command. 

Bunce stood on the quarter-deck, soliloquizing 
afterthemanner of his ori^nal profession. ** Were 
this told at Port Koyal now, or at the Isle of 
Providence, or in the Petits.Guaves, I wonder 
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what they would say of me? Why, that I was a 
good-natured milksop-^a Jack-a-len1>— «n ass.-~ 
Well, let them. I have done enough of bad to 
think about it ; it is worth while doing one good 
action, if it were but for the rarity of the things 
and to put one in good humour with one's sdf.^ 
Then turning to Magnus TroD, he proceeded-^ 
(« By ■ . > ij » these are bona robas, these daughters 
of yours. The eldest would make her fortune on 
the Londqn boards. What a dashing attitude 
the wench had with her, as she seized the pistol— 
d— -n me, that touch would have brought the 
house down. What a Boxalana the jade would 
have made ! (for, in his oratory, Bunce, like San- 
cho^s gossip, Thomas Cecial, was apt to use the 
most energetic word which came to hand, with* 
out accurately con»dering its propriety). ** I 
would give my share of the next prize but to hear 
her spout 

« 

' Away^ be gone^ and give a whirMnd rconi^ 
Or I will blow jou up like dust. — ^Avaunt ! 
Madness but meanly represents my rage.' 

And then, again, that little, 6oft,ssby, tearful 
trembler, for Statira, to hear her recite, 
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* He speaks the kindest words^ aiid looks such things. 
Vows with such passion^ swears with so much grace. 
That 'tis a kind of hea^n to be deluded by him/ 

What a play ure might have run up !-— I was a 
heast not to think of it before I sent them off— 
I to be Alexander— Claud Halcro, Lysimachus 
—this bid gentleman might have made a Glitus, 
for a pinch. I was an ideot not to think of it P 
There was much in this effusion which might 
have displeased the Udaller ; but, to speak truth, 
he paid no attention to it His eye, and, finally, 
his spy-glass, was employed in watching the re- 
turn of his daughters to the shore. He saw them 
)and on the beach, and, accompanied Iby Halcro, 
and anotl^cr man, (Fletcher doubtless,) he saw 
them ascend the acclivity, and proceed upon the 
road to Kirkwall, and he could even distinguish 
that Minna, as if considering herself as the guar- 
dian of the party, walked a little aloof from the 
rest, on the watch, as it seemed, against surprise, 
and ready to act as occasion should require. At 
length, as the Udaller was just about to lose sight 
of them, he had the exquisite satisfaction to &ee 
the party halt, and the pirate leave them, after a 
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space jii8t long enough for a civil farewell, and 
proceed slowly back, on hb return to the beach. 
Blessing the Great Being who had thus relieved 
him from the most agonizing fears which a father 
can feel, the worthy Udaller, from that instant, 
stood resigned to his own fate, whatsoever that 
might be. 



- — -— . 



THE PIRATR. SSI 



CHAPTER X. 

Over the mountaiDs and under the waves, 
Over the fountains and under the graves, 
Over floods that are deepest. 

Which Neptune obey. 
Over rocks that are steepest, 
I^ove will find out the way. 

OldSon^. 



The parting of Fletcher from Claud Halcro 
and the sisters of Burgh- Westra, on the spot 
where it took place, was partly occasioned by a 
small party of armed men being seen at a dis- 
tance in the act of advancing from Kirkwall, an 
apparition hidden from the Udaller^s spy-glass 
by the swell of the ground, but quite viable to 
the pirate, whom it determined to consult hisi 
own safety by a speedy return to bis boat He 
was just turning away, when Minna occasioned 
the short delay which her father had observed. 
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" Stop,'* %he said ; " I command you ! — Tell 
your leader from me^ that whatever the answer 
may be from Kirkwall, he shall carry his vessel, 
nevertheless, round to Stromness; and, being 
anchored there, let him send a boat ashore for 
Catptaan Cleveland when he shall see a smoke oft 
the Bridge of Broisgar.^ 

Fletcher had thought, like his messmate Bunce^ 
of asking a kiss, at least, ior the trouble of es- 
corting these beautiftil young woriien ; and, per- 
haps, neither the terror of the approaching Kirk- 
wall n^cii, nor of Minna^'s weapon, might have 
prevented his being insolent. But the name of 
hi^ Captain^ and still more, the unappalled, dig* 
nified, and commaltdiiig manner of Minna Troil^ 
ofver^wed him. Jle made a sea-bow^ promised 
to keep a sharp look-otrt, and returning to^ his 
bbat, went 6ti board with his message. 

As Halcro and the siG(ters proceeded to ad- 
vance towards the party whom they saw on the 
Kirkwall road, and who^ oA their part, had halt- 
ed as if to observe them, Brenda, relieved from 
the fears of Fletcher^s presence,* which had hither- 
to kept her silent, exclaimed, ^* Merciful Hea- 



TUS PIRATE. 883 

vea !-^Minna^ in what hands have we leil our 
dear father ?'^ 

^^ In the hands of brave men,^ said Mirnia^ 
steadily — " I fear liot for him;" 
. ^' As braVe as you please^^ said Claiid Halcro, 
" but vei*y dangerous rogues for all that. — I know 
that fellow Altamont, as he calls himself, though 
that id not his right name neither, as deboshed a 
dog as ever made a bam ring with blood and 
blank verses He began with Barnwell, and every 
body thought he would end with the gallows, 
like the last scene iii Venice Preserved;*" 

*' It matters not,'' said Minna — " the wilder 
the wdves, the more powerful is the voice that 
rules them. The name alone of Cleveland ruled 
the mood of the fiercest amongst them*'' 

*f I am sorry for Cleveland," said Brenda, 
^^ if such are his companions, — biit t care little 
for him in comparison. to my father." 

'* Reserve your compassion for those who need 
it," said Minna, " and fear nothing for our fa- 
ther.-*-God knows, every silver hair on his head 
is to me worth the treasure of an unsunned mine ; 
bpt I know t}iat he is sa.fe while in yonder ves- 
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«el, imd I know tbat he nill be soon safe on 
shore.^ 

^* I would I could see it,'" sud Claud Halcro ; 
^< but I fear the Kirkwall people, supposing 
Cleveland to be such as I dread, wiU not dare to 
exchange him against the Udaller. The Soots 
have very severe laws against the&boot^ as they 
caUit.^ 

" But who are those on the road before os?"^ 
said Brenda ; '^ and why do they halt there*80 
jealously ?** 

*^ They are a patrole of the militia,^ answered 
Halcro. ^^ Glorious John touches them off a 
•little sharply, — but then John was a Jacobite, — 

' Mouths without hands^ maintained at vast ezpenoe. 
In peace a dia^e^ in war a weak defence; 
Stout once a month, ihej march, a blustering band. 
And ever, but in time of need, at hand.' 

I fancy they halted just now, taking us, as they 
saw us on the brow of the hill, for a par^ of the 
sloop^s men, and, now they can distinguii^ that 
you wear petticoats, they are moving on again.^ 
They came on accordingly, and proved to be, 
as Claud Halcro had suggested, a patrde sent 

7 
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out to watcb the motions of the pirates, and to 
prevent their attempting descents to damage the 
country. 

They heartily congratulated Claud Halcro, 
who was well known to more than one of them, 
upon his escape from captivity ; and the com- 
mander of the party, while offering every as^st* 
ance to the ladies, could not help condoling with 
diem on the circumstances in which their father 
stood, hinting, though in a delicate and doubt- 
ful manner^ the dijBSculties which might be in 
the way of his liberation. 

When they arrived at Kirkwall, and obtained 
an audience of the Provost and one or two of 
the Magistrates, these difficulties were more 
plainly insisted upon.— ^^ The Halcyon frigate 
is upon the coast,^ said the Provost ; ^^ she wfts 
seen off Duncansbay-head ; and though I have 
the deepest respect for Mr Troil of Burgh- Wes- 
tra, yet I shall be answerable to law if I release 
from prison the Captain of this suspicious vessel, 
on account of the safety of any individual who may 
be unhappily endangered by his detention. . This 

VOL. III. r 



tllB THE FfKATK* 

man ift now knciwn to be the heart and aonl et 
these buccaneers, and am I at liberty to send him 
aboard, that he may plunder the country, or per- 
haps go fight the King's ship ?^-4br he has impu- 
dence enough for any thing.^ 

** Courage enough for any tliiiig, you mcMi^ 
Mr Provost,^ said Minna, unable to reatnin her 
disjdeasure. 

<< Why, you nay cdll it as you pleaae, Misa 
Trml,^ said the worthy Mag^strale ; ^ but» in 
my <^iinoBy that sort of courage which praposes 
to fight singly against two ia tittle better than a 
kind €if pcBctical unpudence.^ 

<< But our father ?"* s^ Bmda, i& a tooe of 
the most earnest «itreaty«^" ear fiirtbep— the 
ftiend, I may say the fa&er, of his cauBtryi««4o 
whom so many look for kindnefis and so many 
for actual supporU-^whoie kiss would be die 
eadiDcticii of a beacon in a stDnn«-*^W]il pm in- 
deed wei^ the risk which he mns, againtt-suab 
a triffittg thmg as lettii^ an unfiartunate 
from prison, to seek his ttfifauppy finle 
where?'' 
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<< Miss Brenda is right,'' taid datul Httcio; 
<< I am for leUaJbe for let-a^be, as die boys say ; 
and never fash about a wamost of liberatioDy 
Provost, but just take a fooPs counsel, and let 
the goodman of the jail forget to draw his bolt 
on the uricket, or leave a diink of a window open, 
or the like, and we will be rid of the rover, and. 
have the one best honest fellow in Orkney or 
Zetland on the lea^side of a bowl of punch with 
us in five hours.^ 

The Provost replied in nearly the tome terns 
aa before, that he had die highest respect for Mr 
Magnus Trdl of Burgfa«Westra, but that be 
could not sufier his consideration for anyindivi* 
dual, however respectable, to interftre with tba 
discharge of .his duty. 

Minna then addressed her sister in a tone of 
aim and sareasdc displeasure.**-^^ You forget,^ 
Ae said, ^ Brenda, that you are talking of the 
saliety of a poor insignificant UdaUer of Zetland 
to no less a person than the Chief Magistrate of 
the metropolis of Orkney--Muin you expect so 
great a person to condescend to such a triiing 
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subject of conmdenitioa f It will be tame enough 
for tbe PiOTOSt to think of complying with the 
terms sent to him— for comply with them at 
length he both must and will— when the Church 
of Saint Magnus is beat down about hb ears.^ 

^ You may be angry with me^ my j^tty youi^ 
kdy,^ said the good hunmured Provost Torfe, 
*^ but I cannot be offended with you. The 
Churdi of Saint Magnus has stood many a day, 
and I tlpnk will outlive both you and me, much 
naove yonder packof unhanged dogs. And besides 
thai, your father is half an Orkneyman, and has 
both estate and firiends among us, I would, I 
giye you my word, do as mudi for a Zetlander 
in distress as I would for any one, excepting one 
of our own native Kirkwallers, who are doubtless 
to be preferred. And if you will take up yoi» 
lodgings here with my wife and myself, we will 
endeavour to shew you,^ continued he, ** that 
you are as welcome in Kirkwall as ever you could 
be m Lerwick or Scalloway.*" 
' Minna ddgned no reply to this good humour- 
ed invitation, but Braida decUned it in civil 
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termS) pleading the necessity of taking up their 
dbode with a wealthy widow of Kirkwall, a rela- 
tion, who already expected them. 

Halcro made another attempt to move the 
Provost, but found him inexorable*— *^< The 
Gollector of the Custmns had already threaten, 
ed,^ he said, ^' to inform against him for enter- 
ing into treaty, or, as he called it, packing and 
peeling with those strangers, even when it seemed 
the only means of prevoiting a bloody affray in 
the town ; and, should he now forego the advan- 
tage aflS[>rded by the imprisonment of Cleveland 
and the escape of the Factor, he might incur 
something worse than censure.*" The burthen of 
the whole was,^^ that he was sorry fortheUdaller^ 
he was sorry even for the lad Cleveland, who had 
some spaiJcs of honour about him ; but his duty was 
imperious, and must be obeyed.^ The Provost 
then precluded further argument, by observing, 
that another affair from Zetland called lor his 
immediate attention. A gentleman named M^^ 
toun, reading at Jarlshoff, had made complaint 
against Snaelsfoot the Jagger for having asasted 
a domestic of his in embezzling some valuable 



930 THK PtftATE. 

artides whkb had been deposited ini bis custody, 
and he was about to take fflfaniinatkiw on 'the 
subject, and cause them to be restored to Mr 
MertouB, who was accountable ibr them to the 
nght owner* 

In all this infonaalioQ, there was nothing 
whidi seemed intere^ng to the flsters cxeeptkig 
the word Mertoun, which west like a da^^ to 
the heart of Minna, when she reooUected the cir- 
cumstances under which Mordaunt Mertoon had 
disappeared, and which, with an emodoo less 
painiftil, though stiU of a melancholy nature^ call- 
ed a faint blush into Brenda^s cheek, and a slight 
degree of moisture into her eye. But it was soon 
evident that the Magistrate spoke not of Mor- 
daunt, but of his father ; and the daughters of 
Magnus, little interested in his detml, took leave 
of the Provost to go to their own lodgings. 

When they arrived at th^ relation's, Minna 
made it her business to learn, by such inquiries 
as she could make without excttii^ suspicion, 
what was the situation ci the unfortunate Clef«- 
land, which she soon discovered to be exceed- 
ingly precanous. The Provost had not, indeed. 
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Gomnntted him to close custodj, as Claud flaU 
-cro had antiictpated^ reooUecting, perhaps^ the 
fitvouraUe drouniatanoes under which he had 
aurrendered htmaelf, and loth, till the moment of 
the last necesnty, alu^ether to break faith with 
him. But although. left apparently at large, he 
was strictly watched by persons well armed and 
mppdmtoA for the purpose^ who had directions 
to detain him by force, if he attempted to pass 
certain narrow precincts which were allotted to 
him*. He was quartered in a strong room with* 
in what is called the King^s Castle, and at night 
bis chmnber door was locked on the outside, and 
a sufficient guard mounted to prevent his escape. 
H^ therefore enjoyed only the degree of liberty 
which the catkin her cruel sporty is sometimes plea* 
aed to permit to the mousewhich she has olntched; 
and yet, such was the terror of the resources, the 
eouragf , and ferocity of the pirate Captain, that 
the ProYGSt was blamed by the Collector, and 
many other sage citizens of Kirkwall, for permiu 
ting him to be at large upon any oonditiions. 

It may be well believed that, under such cir- 
cumstances, Cleveland had no desire to seek any 
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place of public resort, consdous that he was the 
object of a mixed feeling of curiodty and terror. 
His favourite place of exercise, therefore, was 
the external usles of the Cathedral of Sakit 
Magnus, of which the eastern end atone is fitted 
up for public worship. This solemn old edifice, 
having escaped the ravage which attended the 
first convulsions of the Refcnrmation, still reta^ 
some appearance of episcopal dignity. This {dace 
of worship is separated by a screen from, the nave 
and western limb of the cross, and the whole is 
preserved in a state of cleanliness and decem^^ 
which might be well proposed as an example to 
the proud piles of Westminster and Saint PauPs. 
It was in this exterior part of the Cathedral 
that Cleveland was permitted to walk, the rather 
that his guards, by watching the single open en- 
trance, had the means, with very little inconve- 
nience to themselves, of preventing any possible 
attempt at escape. The place itself was well 
suited to his melancholy circumstances. The lofty 
and vaulted roof rises upon ranges of Saxon pil- 
lars, of massive size, four of which, stjll larger 
than the rest, once supported the lofty spires 
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wUch^ long BUice destroyed by accident, has been 
r^builded upon a disproportioned and truncated 
{dan. The light is admitted at the eastern end 
throu^ a lofty, well proporticmed, and richly or- 
namented Gothic window, and the pavement is 
covered with inscriptions, in different languages, 
distinguishing the graves of noble Orcadians, who 
have at different times been deposited within the 
sacred precincts. 

Here walked Cleveland, musing over the events 
of amis>spentlife, which it seemed probable might 
l^e brought to a violent and shameful close, while 
he was yet in the prime of youth. ** With these 
d^d,^ he said, looking on the pavement, ^< will 
I soon be numbered — ^but no holy man will speak 
ablessii^;^— no friendly hand register aninscripUoQ . 
-HQo proud descendant sculpture armorial bear- 
ings over the grave of the pirate Cleveland. My 
whitening bones will swing in the gibbet-irons on 
some wild beach or lonely cape, that will be esteem- 
ed fatal and accursed for my sake. The old ma- 
nner, as he passes the sound, will shake his head, 
and tell of my name and actions as a warning to 
his y<mi^;er coigrades. — But Minna ! — Minna !— 



9S4i THE PU&ATE. 

what will be thy thoughtft when the news readies 
thee ?«-*-Would to God the tidings were drowned 
in the deepest whirlpool betwixt lurkwall and 
Burgh- Westra ere they came to her ear !<«>«aiid 
Oy would to Heayen that we had oerinr met, since 
. we never can meet again 1^^ 

He lifted up his eyes as he spoke, and Minna 
Troil stood before him. Her face was pale^and 
her hur dishevelled, but her look was composed 
and firm, with its usual expression of higfa-mind- 
ed melanchdiy* She was still shrouded in the 
large mantle which she bad assumed on leaving 
the vessel CleveUnd's first emotion was astonish- 
ment, his next was joy, not unmixed with awe. 
He would have exclaimed— he would have thrown 
himself at her feet, but she imposed at once si- 
lence and composure on him, by raiang her fin- 
ger, and saying, in a low but commanding ae- 
cent— << Be cautiou»-**we are observed — there 
are men without-*they let me enter with c^- 
eulty. I dare not remain long — ^they would 
think— -they might believe— *0, Cleveland! I 
^ave haiMrded every tiling to save you !^^ 
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To save me ?-«4Jas ! poor Minna T answer^*, 
ed Oeveland ; '^to8aveineisimpo68ibleL.^nougb 
that I have seen you once more, were it but to 
aay, for erer farewell T 

^* We must indeed say farewell,^ said Minna ; 
^* for fate and your guilt have divided us for 
ever.-^Ievelandy I have seen your a8sociates-«> 
need I tell you more-^need I say that I know 
now what a pirate is ?^ 

*^ You have been in the ruiSans^ power !'' said 
Cleveland, with a start of agony—** Did they 
' presume——'** 

** Cleveland,^ replied Minna, ** they presumed 
nothing— your name was a spell over them ; by 
the power of that spell over these ferocious ban* 
ditti, and by that alone, I was reminded of the 
qualities I once thought my Cleveland's !^ 

*< Yes,^ said Cleveland, proudly, ^* my name 
has and shall have power over them, when they 
are at the wildest; and had they harmed you 
by one rude word, they should have found— Yet 
what do I rave about — I am a prisoner !"' 

" You shall be so no longer," said Minnar- 
** Your safi^y— the safety of my dear father, all 
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demdod your instant freedom. I hare foitned a 
scheme for your liberty, which, bcddly executed, 
cannot fiiil. The light is failing without^— muAe 
yourself in my cloak, and you will, easily pass 
the guards— I have g^yen them the means of ca- 
rou8ing,andtheyaredeeply«3gaged. Haste to the 
Loch of Stennis, andhideyoursdf till day dawns; 
then make a smoke on the point wheie the land, 
stretching into the lake on each side^ divides it 
nearly in two at the Bridge of Broisgar. Your 
vessel, which lies not far distant, will send a boat 
ashore— Do not hesitate an instant.^ 

^^ But you, Minna ! — should this wild scheme 
succeed,^ said Cleveland-— ^^ what is to became 
of you P'* 

<^ For my share in your escape,^ answered th^ 
maiden, ^^ the hcmesty of my own intention-— the 
honesty of my intention will vindicate me in the 
sight of Heaven, and the safety of my father, 
whose fate depends on yours, will be my excuse 
to man.^ 

In afewwords, she gave him the history of thdr 
capture, and its consequences. Cleveland east up 
his eyes and raised his hands to heaven, in thank* 
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fulness for the escape of the sisters fh)in his evil 
companions, and then hastily added, *' But you 
are right, Minna, I must fly at all rates— for your 
&ther^s sake I must fly. Here, then, we part— - 
yet not, I trust, for ever.^' 

^* For ever !^ answered a voice, that sounded 
as from a sepulchral vault. 

They started, looked around them, and then 
gazed on each other. It seemed as if the echoes 
of the building had returned Cleveland^'s last 
words, but the pronunciation was too emphati- 
cally accented. 

" Yes, for ever V said Noma of the Fitful- 
head, stepping forward from behind one of the 
massive Sakon piUard which support the roof of 
the GathedraL-— '^ Here meet the crimson foot 
and the crimson hand-— well for both that the 
wound is healed whence that crimson was derived 
--—well for both, but best for him who shed it.— • 
Here, then, you meet--*and meet for the last 
time r 

^^ Not so,^ said Cleveland, as if about to take 
Minna^'shand-^^^ to separate mefrom MinB%wbile 
I have life, must be the work of herself alone.^ 
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*^ Away r said Noma, step^ng betwixt tbem, 
<^ away with such vain folly !— iiouridi bo vain 
dreams of future meetangs^-«-you part here, and 
you part for ever. The hawk pairs not with the 
dove-^guilt matches not with innooence. Afinsa 
Troil, you look for the last time on this bold and 
criminal man — Cleveland, you b^oid Minna fisr 
the last timeP 

*^ And dream you,^ said Cleveland, indignant^ 
ly, << that your mummery imposes en me, and 
that I am among the fools who see more dian 
trick in your pretended art ?** 

** Forbear, Cleveland, forbear,^ said Minna, 
heap hereditary awe of Noma augmented by the 
circumBtance of her sudden appearance. ^ O, 
forbear— she ispow^ul— she is but too power- 
ful. And do you, O Noma, remember ray fi^ 
dier^s aafiety is linked with Cleveland's.^ 

^^ And it is well for Cleveland that I do re- 
member it,*^ reflaed the Python es s ■ < < and that, 
for the sake of one, I am here to aid both-^you 
widi your chUdidi purpose of pasnng one of his 
bulk and stature under the chiguiee of a few pal- 
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try folds of wadmaal-^what woutd your device 
have procured him but instant restraint with bolt 
and shackle ? I will save him— I will place him 
in security on board his baric. But let him re- 
nounce these diores for ever, and carry elsewhere 
the tenws of his sable flag, and his yet blacker 
iHMae ; fbr if the sun rises twice, and finds him 
still at anchor, his blood be on his own head.— 
Ay— 4ook to each other — ^loofc the last look that 
1 permit to frwl aflfection, and say, if ye can say 
it, Farewell for ever." 

" Obey her," stammered Minna ; ** remon- 
strate not, but obey hen'' 

Cleveland, grasping her hand, and kissing it 
ardently, said, but so low that she only could 
hear it, " Farewell, Minna, but not for ever.'' 

•« And now, maiden, begone,"* said Noma, 
«* and leave the rest to the Reimkennar.'* 

** One word more,'* said Minna, ** and I obey 
you— tell me but if 1 have caught aright your 
meaning — Is M(Hxlaunt Mertotm safe and reco- 
vered?'' 
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^* Recovered, and safe,^ said Norna, '^ else 
woe to the hand that shed his blood T 

Minna slowly sought the door of the Cathe- 
dral, and turned back from time to time to look 
at the shadowy form of Noma, and th^ stately 
and military figure of Cleveland, as they stood 
together in the deepening gloom of the andent 
cathedral. When she looked back a second time, 
they were in motion, and Cleveland followed the 
matron, as with a slow and solemn step she gli- 
ded towards one of the side aisles* When Min- 
na looked back a third time, thdr figures were 
no longer visible. She collected herself, and walk- 
ed on to the eastern door by which she had en- 
tered, and listened for an instant to the guard 
who talked together on the outside. 

'^ The Zetland girl stays a long time with this 
pirate fellow,^ said one. '^ I wish they have not 
more to speak about than the ransom of her fa- 
ther.** 

" Ay, truly,'' answered another, *^ the wenches 
will have more sympathy with a handsome young 
pirate than an old bed-ridden burgher.'' 

s 
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Their discourse was here interrupted by her 
of whom they were speaking ; and, as if taken in 
the manner, they pulled off their hats, made their 
awkward obeisances, and looked a little confu- 

86GU 

Minna returned to the house where she lodged, 
much affected, yet, on the whole, pleased with the 
result of her expedition, which seemed to put her 
father out of danger, and assured her at once of 
the escape of Cleveland and of the safety of 
young Mordaunt. She hastened to communi- 
cate both pieces of intelligence to Brenda, who 
joined her in thankfulness to heaven, and was 
herself well nigh persuaded to believe in Nomads 
supernatural pretensions, so much was she plea- 
sed with the manner in which they had been em- 
ployed. Some time was spent in exchanging their 
mutual congratulations, and mingling tears of 
hope, mixed with apprehension, when, at a late 
hour in the evening, they were interrupted by 
Claud Halcro, who, full of a fidgetting sort of 
importance, not unmingled with fear, came to ac- 
quaint them, that the prisoner, Cleveland, had 

VOL. III. Q 
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diiajHF^M^ Iw«di9' Clitbedr^uitilMpb W had 
hem peitmfet^ tp wulk^ mtfk Qmt. iW F^^voit^ 
baling buteU' iaIwbiq^. timi MmPA voft MWimrf 

to make inquiry into the circumstances. 

4i4 i^oo«iQefilfKmlim )ieff^vriiii^lsh4bfikGl«i^ 

wbjjf^ she SAW of oedeomkig heff l^fh^i fiBOM i 
10910^1. da^g^n BiH.tbajl.a^lksd mjt Mbi»l m^ 
q^mn^ t^ bl^i fliglMi 9h#r posilNvelgr dcpned^ «id 
sMed^ ^' tliat^ 9be Mi pwNiredi fooflfe ClQy)9k»i m 
tk» C^tb^a)^ qa^ne iban t^qltouRs »ac«^aiid 
tb«H Ij^Ar hjio^. ift QODi|Wi]S wilhf a diMr {tecsoir* 
wbpee o^Hie'sbie! did iK)liQQi»cijF.e!beE9eif obliged 
tpt cosamuniQaN*"* 

<' It is Dpfc ne^diUt. Mia» MiimaLirroit" a^ 
WQT^d, PijOYosA Toc&j; ^^'fin atdMmgknojpesaoQ 
bun i^iftCaptwo.Ql»d«Klaiidiyours^ iRas 
tp eQten tb# lurk «£ Saint Magnus tfats dayv 
i^om well fopugbi tbain ]n)uii oowm^ old UiU» 
Xnaily.^ImPi you Z^thndnai calL Np^oD ofi filK 
^}beiM}),bp»^ btepi Qmmtii^ up anddofm^upoD 




MA Mi4 hud^aiiel ftir; for wba4 1 kiio#^ in toaA 
* and ponm^ And it may be e» brcAmiMiak-S't and- 
hmf haft Ipetfi her* dumb Droits t^^ eoinkig. and 
going, and playing the spy on every one,' Aflda 
godd spy be is^ firtf Ite oan heal- ev«ry thiag; and 
tnih nothing agaki^ imless tcx hib raistrfesa* And 
vo kaow^ bend«s^ tkct the eaU^ cater tbe k4rk 
when- all the doal** ar6 fast^ aod has been sten 
tfaem more tbtti' eote^ €rod saVe Us frtnn the evil 
one. And so^ without farther questions aek^dy I 
coneliftde il was old Nerna wboiit you left in the 
hitk with tfals^ sktiihia^ bliule ;. a&dlf so, they 
may taleb tbem again that caOv I cannot but 
Uijf bo^eteri pi^ttj^ Mtfi^ess l^aa,. that you 
Zetkurid felfks. fleeu Id fbrget both law and goq^el, 
wben yM inte the help of witchorait to fetch de- 
lioqu^nls eut^ a le^ prison ^ asd the least that 
you, or jouieoiisi%or yourfatbery^^ndo^is to use 
ioiueaee \riidif thia wild fellow ta'g> away as soon 
ds possible^f wkhout burtio^. the toW0 or trade, 
and then^ theiti will be little hamv 'm- what has 
chanced ; for, heaven knows, I did not seek the 
peov lad'tf Sfe^ sO^I eouM jpt my baoda free 
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of him without blame ; and far less did I wish 
that through hb imprisomnent any harm should 
come to worthy Magnus Troil of Burgh Wes- 
tra.^ 

'^ I see where the shoe pinches you, Mr Pro- 
vost,^ said Claud Halcro, *^ and I am sure I can 
answer for my friend Mr Troil, as weU as for my- 
self, that we will say and do all in our power with 
this man Cleveland, to make him leave the coast 
directly.'' 

^^ And I,"" said Minna, ^^ am so convinced that 
what you recommend is best for all parties, that 
iny sister and I will set off early to-morrow morn- 
ing to the House of Stennis, if Mr Halcro will 
g^ve us his escort, to receive my father when he 
comes ashore, that we may acquaint him with 
your wish, and to use every influence to induce 
this unhappy man to leave the country.'" 

Provost Torfe looked upon her with some sur- 
prise. ** It is not every young woman," he said, 
" would wish to move eight miles nearer to a 
band of pirates." 

<< We run no risk," said Claud Halcro inter^ 
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ferihg. *^ The House of Stennis is strong ; and 
my cousin, whom it belongs to, has men and arms 
within it — th^ young ladies are as safe there as 
in Kirkwall, and much good may arise from an 
early communication betwixt Magnus Troil and 
his daughters. And happy I am tl) see that in 
your case, my good old friend— as glorious John 
says, 

^ After much debate^ 
The man prevail above the magistrate.' " 

The Provost smiled, nodded his head, and in- 
dicated, as far as he thought he could do so with 
decency, how happy he should be if the Fortune's 
Favourite, and her disorderly crew, would leave 
Orkney without further interference or violence 
on either side. He could not authorize their being 
supplied from the shore, he said ; but, either for 
fear or favour, they were certain to get provisions 
at Stromness. This pacific magistrate then took 
leave of Halcro and the two ladies, who propo- 
sed the next morning tp transfer their residence 
to the House of Stennis, situated upon the banks 
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ef che fplMmicr lak««f the Mine nane, and^tbowt 
four BiSkft bjr 9wt«r f vopi the Rmd of Skvonaefs, 
where ^ ro▼a'^l vessel wim iytog. 
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fly^ t^leance, 'i(iy !— Ty>u lujiyMt escape. 



It waiiAe brnneh df Ae t^afintH ttHi 4by i^bidi 
NoTM ^adettvoufied to maifttidii l¥» -pNfm^A^tn 
to Bttp^tUdttof^ fldwers) that dhelMUte ief^etlT <ki> 
ndUitriy Mid prftotioAUy ^equtiitiOikl iikh all tfc 
i»M3net pttsses and reome^ wlli!lli«r Hdttttifed ^cir tfN 

ditaon ot ^tfaerwide^ atid WM^ by tfudi loiowledgei 
often rn^kd to perform feAis it hl(^ we^ odi^iS' 
wise tmaecdtin table. Tfatt^tvbeHtAie^edcapedfrdBi 
the tabtf ritMle at Buf gh Westra^ it Was by a fAiditig 
board wlttoh odv^red k stet^t passage in th& w«d]y 
kno w A to ilone b ut herself alid Magnut^ vho^ she 
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was well assured, would not betray her. The pro- 
fusion also, with which she lavished a condderaUe 
income, otherwise of no use to her, enabled her 
to procure the earliest intelligence respecting ' 
whatever she desired to know, and, at the same 
time, to secure all othor assistan c e necessary to 
carry her plans into effect Cleveland, upon the 
present occanon, had oocaaon to admire both her 
sagacity and her resources. 

Upon her applying some means of forctUe 
pressure, a door, which was concealed under 
some rich wooden sculpture in the screen which 
divides the eastern aisle from the rest of the 
Cathedral, opened, and disclosed a dark narrow 
winding passage, into which she entered, tell- 
ing Cleveland, in a whisper, to follow, and be sure 
he shut the door behind him. He obeyed, and 
fddowed her in darkness and silence, sometimes 
descending steps, of the number of which she al- 
ways apprized him, sometimes ascending, and of- 
ten turning at short angles. The air was more 
free than he could have expected, the passage 
beipg ventilated at different parts by unseen and 
ingeniously contrived spiracles, which commu- 
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nicated with the open air. At length their 
long course ended, by Noma drawing a^de a 
sliding pannel, which, opening behind a wooden, 
or box-bed, as it is called in Scotland, admitted 
them into an andent, but very mean apartment^ 
having a latticed window, and a groined roof. 
The furniture was much dilapidated ; and its 
only ornaments were, on the one side of the wall, 
a garland of faded ribbands, such as are used to 
decorate whale vessels ; and on the other, an es- 
cutcheon, bearing anEarFs arms and coronet, sur- 
rounded with the usual emblems of mortality. 
The mattock and spade, which lay in one comer, 
together with the appearance of an old man, who, 
in a rusty black coat, and slouched hat, sat read- 
}ng by a table, announced that they were in the 
halntation of the church-beadle, or sexton, and 
in the presence of that respectable functionary. 
Yirhen his attention was attracted by the noise 
of the shding pannel, he arose, and testifying 
much respect, but no surprise, took his shadowy 
hat from his thin grey locks, and stood uncover- 
ed in the presence of Noma, with an air of pro* 
found humility. 
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^ Be tmahM;^ said Noma (o dn old mm, 
^ and beware you diMr mat toatijr Hnng nciMii) 
the ceoret potli to die SsBolnaiy .^ 

Tlie old nan Ibowad in token of obedienoe, 
jflid of thaiiiLe, &r riM pot iioMy in liM baiid M 
dheispoke. With m Satdteriogmd^, lie eacpreta- 
ed Ihb bcfie duot «be would rwu eiDber bis son, 
who wot oo the Gs^eenlaod Toyoge, tiMil be M^hl 
wetmok &«tii»aee ond nft, as ke bad dme isst 
year, wl»m he bungbt baek tiM gartsnd, poiaiU 
ag to dnt upon il» walL 

^ MycaulikoD sbaU boil^iaBd my ihyae ibdl 
beaaid kihia behalf^'anawenBd Noma. ^ Wttts 
Paoolet without mA the hones f* 

The old seaton aioeated, awl tke Pydwoes^ 
commandiog Cier^laiid to feUow her, weot 
through a back door of the apsrtmeiic into a 
small garden, concspoDdiag, la ks deeidade ap» 
peaianoe, to the habitation they had Just quitted. 
The low and bndwn wall easily peraikied them 
to pass into another and larger gaiden, though 
not modi better Iwpt, and a gate, whidi was op- 
on the lateh, let diem into a long and winding 
lane, through which, Noma having whi^qpered 
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to ker oompftnion thitt at ^m <lie enrly dangerous 
pUoe oo their voad, tliej wafted ^wrklli albatty paoe. 
It was BOW nearly darii, and the loHttlMtants «f 
tlie poor <iw>eliing«, <m ekhcr hand, had becaken 
iheBMeives to their iiouses. They «aw <Mily ene 
womaQ, who wafs looking fron kev door, bot 
blessed herself, and retired into her house wkh 
preeipitatioii, ivhen die saw the tall figiure of 
Noma stalk past her with kmg strides. The lane 
eondtteted them ifito the eonntry ^ivhere the diinib 
dwarf of Noma'wmted with threehorses, ensooiteed 
behind the wait of adeaetted shed, Oo one of these 
Noma instantly seated herself, Cleveland nocmt^ 
ed another, and, followed by Paeolet on the third, 
they mored sharply on through the darkness ; 
the active and spirited animals on which they 
rode being of a breed rather taller than those 
reared in Zetland. 

After more than an bourns smart riding, in 
which Noma acted as guide, they stopped be- 
fore a hovel, so utterly desolate in appearance, 
that it resembled rather a cattle-shed than a cot- 
tage. 
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^^ Here you must remain till dawn, when 
your signal can be seen from your vessel,^ said 
Noma, consigning the horses to the care of Fa^ 
colet, and leading the way into the wretched ho- 
vel, which she presently illuminated by lighting 
the small iron lamp which she usually carried 
along with her. ^^ It is a poor,^ she said, ^^ but 
a safe place of refuge ; for were we pursued hither, 
the earth would yawn and admit us into its re- 
cesses ere you were taken. For know, that this 
ground is sacred to the Gods of old Valhalla.-^ 
And now say, man of mischief and of blood, are 
you friend or foe to Noma, the sole priestess of 
these disowned deities .^^ 

** How is it possible for me to be your enemy ?" 
said Cleveland—** common gratitude—" 

** Common gratitude," said Noma, interrupt- 
ing him, ** is a common word — and words are the 
common pay which fools accept at the hands of 
knaves ; but Noma must be requited by actions 
.?— by sacrifices." 

" Well, mother^ name your request." 

" That you never seek to see Minna Troil 
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again, and that you leave this coast in twenty, 
four hours,'' answered Noma. * 

^^ It is impossible,'' said the Captain ; '^ I can- 
not be soon enough found in the sea^stores which 
the sloop must have." 

** YouKian. I will take care you are fully sup- 
plied ; and Caithness and the Hebrides are not 
far distant — ^you can depart if you wilL" 

" And why should I," said the Captain, ^ if 
I will not ?" 

*^ Because your stay endangers others," said 
Noma, " and will prove your own destruction. 
Hear me with attention. From the first moment 
I saw you lying senseless on the sand beneath 
the cliffs of Sumburgh, I read that in your coun- 
tenance which linked you with me, and those who 
were dear to me; but whether for good or evil, was 
hidden from mine eyes. I aided in saving your 
life*-m preserving your property. I aided in 
doing so, the very youth whom you have crossed 
in his dearest affections — crossed by tale-bearing 
and slander." 

<5 1 slander Mertoun!" exclaimed the Captain. 
<^ By heaven, I scarce mentioned his name at 
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Borgb Weaken, if k is tbat wlikh you naan. TIm 
^pedling fellow Bryce, laeafiiag^ I believe, to be 
XMjF friend, because he fuumSt fMumffitbiBg edvtd be 
ande bj me,,clftd^ I hate siactf heavdi eascytaU 
tie or truth, I know not whkb^, t»th« dd^najli 
which mas eonfirmcd b; the H^fxirt 9£ |be whole 
idondL Billy fot IMV, 1 acaiee tll<lu|^f ^ hi&^ aa 
a rival, elbr I had tiak«ii amove hoiBoucabk w^ 
tb rid vay&tif. of hiBk!" 

<< Was the point of your double-a^ed htafe^ 
divect^ t^ the bos«m of aa liAanned sua,, in- 
tmiei to cairve out that vMce hoc^ofesrable wtqp F^ 
flMitl Nania^. sterol;. 

Clcnelandwaa coBsaeAed-fitraakyandieiBaim 
ed niettb fw an iiisfaBt, ere be vepbcd,,^^ There^ 
indeed^ I Wa» wiong ;, but he i^ I theok hea* 
new,, recQira?ed^ aadwdcome tb aA boiM^ittrahle 



«^ Cleveland^'' said the Pjtkoiicsa^ <^ N<» ! The 
hesaA iKhortaiplof a yatt aarhic impilefnelir isrpew^eii. 
fidf ; but with ms ha shall not aft^e. Yea are ef 
that temperament which the darklnftiedoesdeske 
aa the toc^a of tkem agency $ bcU» haU|^y; and 
und«m>te^,uiti(e«firaiiBed hyprindple^^attdha^ttg 
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csaly 'm kft n^om « MiUck sense of tnd0inttal)le pridr, 
ivhich such men call honour. Sueb y<Mih lure^ and y 
a& su«)»< J9IIV eouisfttdwoi^h. Uf» has bemr-on- 
UHu?d aQ&iiBiieslraiBQd, blood j and tAvipedtucu?; 
Bij VMsi bo{V«%€?,, it shall her coitUdiled^"" ske coo- 
dud«4)^ atreAf^n^ ^iit hef stall^ a». if m the ftU»* 
Uid% of dctevmiiied anlhorUj^**^' aj, evett ai* 
daK>»g^ the iaH0i^ irba ^i^aides. wet it sbottkl 
ei(«ft now arise i» lUa teirrors.^ 

Cleveland laughed scornfully. " Good mo- 
thfiF^^ he sai^si *^ iteser^e such l«ng!!iiag& fbr the 
sude sailor that: iDipJones };ou toibesflow: htm lair 
wiad^ cor the ppor fishABman thaC aakft aiicceastto 
l^Si BetSi apcb liiMsa. Ihave beeftilidna^iaacsessbfe 
bolJi; to faac audi to stipersUtiott. Call jimth yovx 
d&mmif a yomcsmmsoijmQ^. audLfiaa&lkim.h^ 
fore me. Thfe man. thai li» sfueot yaaca im ooiifr 
panjir wHh. iacatmatc* de^ile^ oan aaaiitef dread' the 
ycesfUBiee of a. disembodied. fienL" 

'Xbia nuis aaidL with, acacdbai^ and dcsptiale 
bitta»ep» of apinl^ nthteh pneirad tom p«#erfiilfy 
^osrgatk even foe the:: dehiasDns of NoamaV in- 
sw'Uy, ;- aodi ik wasi widv a.hafleMr and. tmnuinn 
ifioioe^ IJAiM: tdpKt asiosdi Cli^elaiui»*-^ Foe wJIai> 

13 
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then, do you hold me, if you deny the power I 
have bought so dearly ?^ 

^^ You haye wisdom, mother,^ said Cleveland; 
*' at least you have art, and art is poller. I hold 
you for one who knows how to steer upon the 
curr^it of events, but 1 deny your power to 
change its course. Do not, therefore, waste 
words in quoting terrors for which I have no 
feeling, but tell me at once, wherefore you would 
have me depart ?^ 

^^ Because I will have you see Mimia no more,* 
answered Nomar*-*' Because Minna is the des- 
tined bnde of him whom men call Mordaunt 
Mertoun-— Because if you depart not with* 
in twenty-four hours, utter destruction awaits 
you. In these plain words there is no metaphy- 
sical delusionr— Answer me as plainly.^ 

*^ In as plain words, then,* answered Cleve- 
land, ^' I will not leave these islands-^iot, at 
least, till I have seen Minna Troil ; and never 
shall your Mordaunt possess her while I live.* 

'^ Hear him !* said Noma— ^' hear a mortal 
man spurn at the means of prolonging his life ! 
— *<hear a sinful— « most sinful being, refuse the 
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time which fate 'yet affords for repentance^ and 
for the sldvation of an immortal soul l-i-i^Behold 

him how he stands erect, bold and confident in 

« 

his youthful strength and courage ! My eyes, 
unused to tears— even my eyes, which have so 
little cause to weep for him, are blinded with 
sorrow, to think what so fair a form will be ere 
the second sun set P 

*^ Mother,^ said Cleveland, fiilnly, yet with 
some touch of sorrow in his voice, '< I in part 
understand your threats. You know more than 
we do of the course of the Halcyon — perhaps 
hate the means (for I acknowledge you have 
shewn wonderful skill of combination in such 
affairs) of directing her cruize our way. Be it 
so, — I will not depart from my purpose for that 
risk. If the frigate comes hither, we have still 
our shoal water to trust to ; and I think th^ will 
scarce cut us out with boats, as if we were a 
Spanish xebeck. I am therefore resolved I wiU 
hoist once more the flag under which I have 
cruized, avail ourselves of the thousand chances 
which have helped us in greater odds, and at 

VOL. III. R 
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the wont, fight the vessel to the very last ; and, 
when mortal man can do no more, it is but snap- 
ping a i»8tol in the powder-room, and as we hare 
lired, to will we die." 

There was^a dead pause as Cleveland ended ; 
and it was brdsien by his resuming, in a softer 
tone-*^^^ You have heard my answer, mother ; let 
us debate it no further, but part in peace. I 
would willingly leave you a remembrance, fliat 
you may not forget a poor fellow to whom your 
services have been useful, and who parts with 
you in no unkindness, however unfriendly you 
are to his dearest interests.— -Nay ,^ do not shun 
Uy accept such a trifle,^ he said, forcing upon 
Noma the little silver enchased box which had 
been once the subject of strife betwixt Mertoun 
and him ; '^ it is not for the sake of the metal, 
which I know you value not, but simply as a 
memorial that you have met him of whom many 
a strange tale will hereafter be told in the seas 
whkh he has traversed." 

^* I accept your gift;," said Noma, ** in token 
that, if Ihave in aught been accessary to your fate» 
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it was as. the involuntary and grieving agent of 
other powers. Well did you my we direct not 
the current of the events, which hurry vb for- 
ward, and render our utmost effiirts unavaitiii^; 
even as the wells of Tuftiloe* can whed the 
stoutest vessel round and round, in desfute of 
dther sail or steerage-^-Paocdet P she exdakned, 
in a louder voice^ ^ what, ho ! Facolet P 

A large steme, which lay at the side of the 
w^ of the hovel, fdl as she spoke, and to Cleve- 
land's surprise, if not somiewhat to hia fear, the 
midliapen form of the dwarf waa seen, like seme 
overgrown reptile, extricating himself out of a 
subterranean passage, the entrance to which the 
stone had covered. - < 

Noma, as if impi'essed by what Cleveland had 
said on the subject of her supernatural jHreten- 



* A well, in the language of those seas, denotes one of 
those whirlpools, or circular eddies, which wheel and hoil 
with astonishing strength, and are very dangerons. Hence 
the distinction, in old English, betwixt wells and waves, 
the latter signifying the direct onward course of the tide^ 
aiid the fbrmer the smooth, glassy, oily-looking whirl- 
pools, whose strength seems to the eye almost irresistible. 
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flioiis, vns 80 far from endeovouring.to avail her- 
self of this opportunity to enforce them, that she 
hastened to ^Lplain the phenomenon he had wit- 
nessed. 

^^ Such passages,^ she said, <* to which the en- 
trances are carefully concealed, are frequently 
found in these islands— the places of retreat of 
the ancient inhabitants, where th^ sought re- 
fuge from the rage of the Normans, the pirates 
of that day. It was that you might avail your- 
self of this^ in case of need, that I brought you 
hither. Should you observe aigns of pursuit, you 
may dfher lurk in the bowels of the earth until 
it has passed by, or escape, if you will, through 
the farther entrance near the lake, by which 
Paoolet entered but now.-(-And now farewell ! 
Think on what I have said ; for as sure as you 
now move and breathe a living man, so surely is 
your doom fixed and sealed, unless, within four- 
and-twenty hours, you have doubled the fiurgh- 
head."" 

" FareweD, mother T' sud Cleveland, as she 
departed, bending a look upon him, in which, as 
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he could peroeive by the lamp, soirow was 
mingled with displeasure. 

The interview, which thus concluded, left a 
powerful effect even upon the mind of Cleveland, 
accustomed as he was to imminoit dangers and 
to hair-breadth escapes. He in vain attempted 
to diake off the impression left by the words of 
Noma, whidi he felt the more impressive, because 
they were in a great measure divested of her wont- 
ed mystical tone, which he contemned. A thou- 
sand times he regretted that he had from time to 
time delayed the resolution, which he had long 
adopted, to quit his dreadful and dangerous 
trade ; and as often he firmly determined, that^ 
could he but see Minna Troil once more, were it 
but for a last farewdl, he would leave the sloop, so 
soon as his comrades were extncated from thdr 
perilous situation, endeavour to obtain the bene- 
fit of die King'^s pardon, and distinguish himself, 
if possible, in some more honourable course of 
warfare. 

This resolution, to which he again and again 
pledged himself, had at length a sedative effect up. 
on his mental perturbance, and, wrapt in his cloak. 
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he enjoyed, for a time, that imperfect reposewhich 
exhausted nature demands as her tribute, even 
fvom Ihose who are ntnated on the veige of the 
most imminent danger. But, how far soever the 
guilty may satisfy his own mind, and 8tu{Hfy the 
feelings <rf remorse, by such aconditional repent- 
anoe, we may well question whether it is not, in the 
sight of Heaven, rather a presumptuous aggra- 
vaticm, than an expiation of his sins. 

Whoi Cleveland awoke, the grey dawn was al- 
ready mingling with the twiHg^t of an Orcadian 
night He found himselfcm the verge of a beauti- 
ful sheet of water, which, close by the place where 
he hadrested, was nearly divided by two tongues 
of land thatqyproech each other from thec^iposing 
sidesof the lake, and are in some degree united by 
the Biid^ of Broisgar, a long causeway, contain- 
ing openings to permit the flow and reflux of the 
tide. Behind him, and fironting to the Bridge, 
stood that remarkable semi-drde of huge upright 
stones, which has no rival in Britain, excepting 
the inimitable monument at Stonehenge. These 
immense blocks c^ stone, all of them above twelve 
feet,4aid several being even fourteen or fifteen feet 
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in height, stood around the pirate in the giey 
light of the dawning, like the phantom f<Nrm8 of 
antediluvian giants, who, shrouded in the haln-i 
liments of the dead, came to revisit, by this pale 
light, the earth which they had plagued by their 
oppresidon and pdluted by their sins, iaM they 
brought down upon it the vengeance of loDg«> 
suffering Heaven. 

Cleveland was less interested by this singular 
monument of antiquity than i>y the distant view^ 
of Stromness, which he could as yet scarce dis* 
cover. He lost no time in strildng a light,, by the 
asidstance of one of his pistols, and some wet fern 
supplied him with fuel sufficient to make, the ap-^ 
pointed signals It had been earnestly watched 
for on board the sloop ; for GoffeV incapacity 
became daily more apparent ; and even his most 
steady adherents agreed it would be best to sub-^ 
mit to Cleveland's command till they got back 
to the West Indies. 

Bunce, who came with the boat to bring off 
his favourite commander, danced, cursed, shout- 
ed, and spouted for joy, when he saw him once 
more at freedom. ^^ They had ah*eady,^ he said,. 
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<^ made some progress in YktiialUDg tlie do(^ 
tfaqr might have made inore, bat for that drunkeii 
old swab Groffe, who minded nothing but splidng 
the main-brace.^ 

The boaf s crew were inspired with the same 
enthusiasm, and rowed so hard, that, althou^ 
the tide was against them, and the air of wind 
failed, they soon pkced Clereland once move on 
the quarter-deck of the yessd which it was his 
misfortune to command. 

The first exercise of the Captain'^spower was to 
make known to Magnus Troil that he was at full 
freedom to depart— that he was willing to make 
him any compensation in his power, for the inter- 
ruption (^his voyage to Kirkwall ; and that Cap- 
tain Clereland was denrous, if i^;reeable to Mr 
Troil, to pay his respects to lum on board his 
brig-*-4hank him for former favours, and apolo- 
gize for the circumstances attending his detentioo* 

To Bunco, who, as the most civiliised of the 
crew, Cleveland had entrusted this message, the 
old plain-dealing Udaller made the following 
answer :^<< Tell your Captain that I shpuld be 
glad to think he had never stopped any one up« 
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on the high 9ea, sciTe such as have suffered as 
Jittle as I have. Say» too, that if we are to con« 
tinue friends, we will be most so at a distance ; 
for I like the sound of his cannon balls as little 
by sea, as Jie would like the whistle of a bullet 
by land from my rifle*.gun. Say, in a word, that 
I am scary I was mistaken in him, and that he 
would have done better to hove reserved for the 
Spaniard the usage he is bestowing on his coun- 
trymen.'' 

^^ And so that is your message, old Snap- 
cholerick?'* said Bunce — " now, stap my vitals 
if I have not a mind to do your errand for you 
over the left shoulder, and teach you more re- 
spect for gentlemen of fortune* But I wont, and 
chiefly for the sake of your two pretty wenches, 
not to mention my old friend Claud Haicro, the 
very visage of whom brought back all the old 
days of scene-shifting and candle-snuffing. So 
good morrow to you. Gaffer SealVcap, and all 
is sidd that need pass between us." 

No sooner did the boat put off with the pirates, 
who left the brig, and now returned to their own 
vessel, than Magnus, in order to avoid reposing 
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unnecessary confidence in the honour of these 
gentlemen of fortune, as they called thanselves, 
got his brig under way ; and the wind coming 
faTouiably round, and increaong as the sun rose, 
he crowded all sail for Scalpa>flow, intending 
there to disembark and go by land to Kirkwall, 
where he expected to meet his daughters and his 
friend Claud Halcro. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Now, Emma, now die last reflection make. 
What thou wonldflt follow, what thou must fonake. 
By our ill-omen*d stars and adverse Heaven, 
No middle object to thy dioice is given. 

Henry and Emma. 

Thb sun was high in heaven ; the boats were 
busily fetching off from the shore the promised 
supply of provisions and water, which, as many 
fishing skiffft were employed in the service, were 
got on board with unexpected speed, and stow- 
ed away by the crew of the sloop, with equal 
dispatch. All worked with good will ; for all, 
save Cleveland himself, were weary of a coast 
where every moment increased their danger, and 
where, which they esteemed a worse misfortune, 
there was no booty to be won. Bunce and Der- 
rick took the immediate direction of this duty, 
while Cleveland, walking the deck alone, and in 

9 
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nlenoe^ only interfered bom time to time, to g^ve 
aome order which circumstaiices required, and 
then relapsed into his own sad reflections. 

There are two sorts of men whom situations 
of guilt, terror, and commotion, bring forward as 
prominent agents. The first are spirits so natu- 
rally moulded and fitted for deeds of horror, 
that they stalk fi»th from thdr lurking-places 
like actual demons, to work in their native ele- 
ment, as the hideous apparition of the Bearded 
Man came forth at Versailles, on the memoraUe 
5th October 1789» the delighted executiDner ci 
the victims delivered up to him by a blood-thirsty 
rabble. But Cleveland belonged to the seocmd 
dass of these unfortunate beings, who are in- 
vcdved in evil rather by the concurrence of exter« 
nal circiunstances than by natural indinadon, be- 
ing indeed one in whom his first engaging in this 
lawless mode of life, as the follower of his fatbo", 
nay, perhaps, even his pursuing it as his father's 
avenger, carried with it something of mitigatioa 
and apology ;— one also who often considered his 
guilty situation with horror, and had made repeat- 
ed, though ineffectual, efforts to escape from it 
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Such thoughts of remorse were now rolling in 
his mind, and he may be for^ven, if recollections 
of Minna mingled with and aided them. He look- 
ed around, too, on his mates, and, profligate and 
hardened as he knew them tobe, he could not think 
oftheir paying the penalty of his obstinacy. ^'We 
shall be ready to sail with the ebb tide^*^ he said 
to himself — *^ why should I endanger these men, 
by detaining them till the hour of danger, pre- 
dicted by that singular woman, shall arrive ? Her 
intelligence, howsoever acquired, has been always 
strangely accurate ; and her warning was as so- 
lemn as if a mother were to apprize an erring son of 
his crimes, and of his approaching punishments 
Besides, what chance is there that I can again 
see Minna ? She is at Kirkwall, doubtless, and 
to hold my course thither would be to steer right 
upon the rocks. No, I will not endanger these 
poor fellows— I will sail with the ebb tide. On 
the desolate Hebrides, or on the north-west coast 
of Ireland, I will leave the vessel, and return hi- 
ther in some disguise— yet, why should I return, 
since it will perhaps be only to see Minna the 
bride of Mordaunt ?-— No— let the vessel sail with 
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this ebb tide without me. I will abide and take 

my fate.'' 
Hb meditations were here interrupted by Jack 

Bunce, who, huling him noble Captun, said they 

were ready to sail when he pleased. 

^ When ^01^ please, Bunce; for I shall leave 

the command with you, and go ashore at Strom- 

ness,'' said Cleveland. 

<^ You shall do no such matter, by Heaven T 

answeredBunce. ^' The ccmunand with me, truly ! 
and how the devil am I to get the crew to obey 
me ? Why, even Dick Fletcher rides rusty on 
me now and then. You know well enough that 
without you, we shall be all at each other's throats 
in half an hour ; and if you desert us, what a 
rope's end does it signify whethar we are destroy- 
ed by the king's cruizers, or by each other? Come, 
come, noble Captain, there are black-eyed girls 
enough in the world, but where will you find so 
tight a sea-boat as the little Favourite here, 
manned as she is with a set of tearing lads, 

' Fit to disturb the peace of all the worlds 
And rule it when 'tis wildest !' " 
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<< You are a predous fool, Jack Bunoe,^ said 
Cleveland, half angry, and, in despite of himself, 
half diverted by the false tones and exaggerated 
gesture of the stage-struck pirate. 

<^ It may be so, noble Captain,^ answered 
Bunce, ^^ and it may be that I have my comrades 
in my folly. Here are you, now, going to play 
All for Love, and the World well Lost, and yet 
you cannot bear a harmless bounce in blank 
verse — ^Well, I can talk prose for the matter, for 
I have news enough to tell — and strange news 
too-^y, and stirring news to boot.^ 

<< Well, pr^ythee deliver them (to speak thy 
own cant,) like a man of this world.^ 

<< The Stromness fishers will accept nothing for 
their provisions and trouble,^ said Bunce— ** there 
is a wonder for you !" 

'^ And for what reason, I pray ?^ said Cleve- 
land ; '* it is the first time I have ever heard of 
cash being refused at a sea-port.^ 

'* True— they commonly lay the charges on as 
thick as if they were caulking. But here is the 
matter. The owner of the brig yonder, the father 
of ymnr fair Imoinda, stands paymaster, byway of 
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thanks for the d^Uity with which we treated his 
daughters, and that we may not meet our due» 
as he caUs it, cm these shores.^ 

'< It is like the frank-hearted old Udaller P 
said Cleveland ; ^< but is he then at Stromness? 
I thought he was to have crossed the island Sx 
ErkwalL'' 

*' He did so purpose,^ said Bunce; ^'bntmore 
folks than KingDuncan change the course of thdr 
voyage. Hewasnosoonerashore^thanhewasmet 
with by a meddling old intch of these parts, who 
has her finger in every man^s pye, and by her coun- 
sel he changed his purpose of gcung to Kirkwall, 
and lies at anchor for the present in yonder white 
house, that you may see with your glass up the 
lake yonder. I am told the old woman clubbed 
also to pay for the sloop^s stores. Why she should 
shell out the boards I cannot conceive an idea, 
esLoept that she is siud to be a witch, and may 
befriend us as so many devils." 

** But who told you all this ?" said Cleveland, 
without using his spy-glass, or seeming so mudi 
interested in the news as his comrade had ex« 
pected. 

10 
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Why," replied Bunce, " I made a trip ashore 
this morning to the village, and had a can with 
an old acquaintance, who had been sent by Mas* 
ter Troil to look after matters, and I fished it all 
out of him, and more too than I am dearous o 
telling you, noble Captain." 

" And who is your intelligencer ?" said Cleve- 
land ; /^ has be got no name ?" 

** Why, he is an old, fiddling, foppish ac« 
qaintance of mine, called Halcro, if you must 
know," said Bunce. 

'^ Halcro !" echoed Cleveland, his eyes spark- 
ling with surprise — " Claud Halcro ? — ^why, he 
went ashore at Inganess with Minna and her 
sister— Where are they ?" 

*' Why^ that is just what I did not want to 
tell you," replied the confidant^*^ yet hang me 
if I can help it, for I cannot baulk a fine situation. 
^That start had a fine effect—- O ay, and the spy- 
glass is turned on the House of Stennis new /— 
Well, yonder they are, it must be confessed— in- 
differently well guarded too. Some of the old 
witches people are come over from that mountain 
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of an island— *Hoy, as they call it ; and the old 
gentleman has got some fellows under arms him* 
self. But what of all that, noble Captain !«-^ye 
you but the word, and we snap up the wenches 
to-night^— clap them under hatcheo^man the cap* 
stem by day-break-*-up top-s^ls^-Hind sail wkh 
the moming-tide.^ 

<' You sicken me with yomr TiSainy,^ said 
Cleveland, turning away from him* 

*< Umph t-T-villainy, and sicken you !^ said 
Bunce— ^' Now, pray, what have I sud but what 
has been done a thousand times by gentlemen of 
fortune like ourselves ?^ 

^ Mention it not again,^ said Clevdand ; then 
took a turn along the deck, in deep meditation, 
and coming back to Bunoe, took him bj the 
hand, and said, <^ Jack, I will see her once more.** 

^* With all my heart,^ said Bunce, suhenly. 

^ Once more will I see her, and it maif be to 
abjure at her feet this cursed trade, and expiate 
my oftfences— *— '^ 

*^ At die gallows T Said Bunce, comjdcdtig 
the sentence-^*' With all my heatt I-^^-confess 
and be hanged is a most reverend proverlK^ 
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" Nay— but, dear Jack !" said ClerMtid. 

<< Dear Jack r answered Buncea in the same 
sullen to ng"" " a dear aglit you have been to dear 
Jack. But facdd your own course-^I hare done 
with caring for you for eva^^-^I should but sick*- 
en you. with my viUaiaoas counsels*^ 

^< Now must I sooch this silly fellow as if he 
were a spoiled cfaiU^^ said Cleveland, speaking 
at Bunce, but not to him ; ^' and yet he baa 
•ease enough^ and bravery enough too ^ and one 
would ibink, kindness enough to know tibat men 
don't pick tbeir words during a gale of wiad.^ 

*<Why^ tiiafs true> Clement,'" said Bunce^ 
** and th^te ia my hand up<m it-^And, now I 
diink upon% you sh^l have your last interview, 
fbr it's out of my line to prevent a parting scene ; 
and what signifies a tide-— we can sail by to»mO!P- 
row^s eU) as well as by this.^ 

Cleveland sighed, for Noma^6 prediction ruib- 
cd on his mind ; but the opportunity of a laiA; 
meeting with Minna was too tempung to be t&. 
fl^ed rather for presentiment or prediction. 

*< I will go presently ashore to the place wher^ 
they all are,"' said Bunce ; ^^ and the payment of 
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these Btores flhall serve me for a pretest ; aad L 
willcany any letter or message from you toMm- 
na with the dextenty of a valet de chambre.^ 

'^ Bat they have armed meii^^^you may be in 
danger,^ said Cleveland. 

<* Not a whit— not a whit,^ replied Bunoe. << I 
protected the wenches when they were m my 
power ; I warrant thdr &ther will nother wrong 
me, nor see me wronged.^ 

'^ You say true,^ said Cleveland, ** it is not in 
his nature. I will instantly write a note to Min- 
na.* And he ran down to the cabin for that pur- 
pose, where he wasted much paper, ere with a 
trembling hand, and throbbing heart, he achieved 
such a letter as he hoped might prevail on Min* 
na to permit him a farewell meeting on the suc- 
ceeding morning. 

His adherent, Bunoe, in the meanwhile, sought 
out Fletcher, of whose support to second any mo. 
tion whatsoever, he accounted himself perfectly 
sure ; and, followed by this trusty satellite, he in- 
truded himself on the awful presence of Hawkins 
the boatswain, and Derrick the quartavmaster, 
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who were regaling themselves with a can of rum- 
bo, after the fatiguing duty of the day. 

^* Here comes he can tell us,^^ said Derrick.-*- 
*' So, Master Lieutenant, for so we must call you 
now, I think, let us have a peep into your coun- 
sels — ^When will the anchor be a-trip ?^ 

*^ When it pleases heav^. Master Quarter- 
master,^ answered Bunce, *^ for I know no more 
than the stem-post.^ 

" Why, d«~n my buttons,^ said Derrick, ** do 
we not weigh this tide ?^ 

^< Or to-morrow''s lade, at farthest ?^ said the 
Boatswain—" Why, what have we been ^laving 
the whole company for, to get all these stores 
aboard?^ 

<< Gentlemen,^ said Bunce, " you are to know 
that Cupid has laid our Captain on board, carried 
thevessel, and nailed down his witsunder hatches.^ 

<< What sort of play-stufip is all this ?^. said the 
Boatswain gruffly. *^ If you have any thing to 
t^ us, say it in a word, like a man.^ 

** Howsomdever,'* said Fletcher, ** I always 
think Jack Bunce speaks like a man, anid acts 
like a man too— -and so, d'ye see—'* 
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^< Hold your peace, dear Diek, best of ImUy-^ 
backs, be silent,^ said Bunce-— *^ GrentloneB, in 
cme wMd, the Captain ia in loTe.*** 

^< Why, now, only think of that T smd the 
Boatswain ; ^ not but that I haye been in loye 
as often as any man, when the ship was had up.^ 

^* Wdl, but,^ oontinued B«nce, ^' Captain 
Cleveland ia in k>Te— 'Yes-^Prinoe Vdacius b in 
love ; and though thafs the cue for hra^hing on 
the-stage, it is no latching matter here. He ex«> 
pects to meet the girl to-morrow, for the last 
time; and that, we all know, leads to another 
aaeedng, and another, and so on tiU the Hah^on 
is down on us, and then wte may look fur OBOie 
kicks than halfpence.^ 

<< By -«-,!" said the Boatswain^ with a aound- 
ii^ oath, ^^ we^ll have a miitiny» and not aUow 
him to go adiore,«»di, Denidc?^ 

^ And the best way too,"" aaid Doiick. 

^ What d*yeihink of it^ Jack Bunce?"* and 
Fletcher, in whose ears this counsel sounded 
▼ery sagely^ but who stffl bent a wistful look 
ijpon Ms companion. 
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^< Why, kx>k ye, geiUleinffiy*' wd BuQce» ** I 
will mutiny iume> and stap my vital* if wy cf 
youshalL'^ 

" Why tbea I woBTt, jRpar.oner said Fieteher ; 
'^ )>ut what are we to do, ainoe hawMnudever^-T*^ 

'^Stoi^rycnirJMr,DiBk,w]Hyou?^0»id Bunpe. 
**-^^ Now, BoatfirWaiD^ I am partly of your mind, 
that the Captain must be brought to reason by 
a little wholesome forces But you all know he 
has the spirit of a Uon, and will do nothing un- 
l^s he is allowed to hold on his own eourse. 
WoU^ rU go ashoffe and make this ajqwintment 
The girl <KHneB io the rendezyous in the mormng, 
aod the Captain goes ashore-^we take a good 
boat^s crew with us, to row against tide and cur- 
:ssot» and we will beieady at thengoal, to jump 
ashore and bring off the Captain and die girl, 
whether they will or na The pet^shild will not 
quarrel with us, since we hring off his whiriigig 
alongst with him ; and if he is atill fnctious, why, 
we wiU weigh anchor without his oiders, and let 
him oQBie to his senses at leisure, and know his 
firiends another time.^ 
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*< Why this has a face with it. Master Dcir- 
nck^ said Hawkins. 

^* Jack Bunce is always right,^ said Fletcher; 
*^ howscMndever, the Captain will shoot some of 
us, that is certain.*^ 

*^ Hold your jaw, Dick,^ said Bunce ; ^ pray 
who the devil cares, do you diink, whether you 
are shot <»r hung ?^ 

** Why, it don'^t much aigufy for the matter 
of that,^ replied Dick ; *< howsomdever-*— — "^ 

<^ Be quiet, I tell you,^ said his inexorable pa- 
tron, ^^ and hear me out.-— We will take him at 
unawares, so that he shall nether have time to 
use cutlass nor pops; and I myself, for the dear 
love I bear him, will be the first to lay him on Us 
back. There b a nice tight-going Int of a pin- 
nace, that is a consort of this diase of the Cap- 
tain^ — ^if I have an opportunity, FU snap her 
up on my own account^ 

*^ Yes, yes,** said Derrick, *^ let you alone for 
keeping cm the look-out for your own comforts.* 

<^ Faith, nay,* said Bunce, ^ I only snatch at 
ihem when they come fairly in my way, or are 
purchased by dint of my owp wit ; and none of 
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you could have fallen on such a plan as this. We 
shall have the Captain with us, head, hand, and 
heart and all, beddes making a scene fit to finish 
a comedy. So I will go ashore to make the ap- 
pointment, and do you possess some of the gen- 
tlemen who are still sober, and fit to be trusted, 
with the knowledge of our intentions.^ 

Bunce, with his friend Fletcher, departed ac- 
cordingly, and the two veteran pirates remained 
looking at each other in silence, until the Boat- 
swain spoke at last. *< B— me. Derrick, if I like 
these two daffadandilly young fellows ; they are 
not the true breed. Why, they are no more like 
the rovers I have known, than this sloop is to a 
first-rate. Why, there was old Sharpe that read 
prayers to his ship^s company every Sunday, 
what would he have said to have heard it propo- 
sed to bring two wenches on board P*^ 

*< And what would tough <Jd Black Beard 
have said,^ answered his companion, *< if they 
had expected to keep them to themselves P They 
deserve to be made to walk the plank for their 
impudence ; or to be tied back to back and set a 
diving, and I care iiot how soon.^ 
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^* Ay, but who is to command the ship then ?^ 
said Hawkins. 

" Why, what ails you at old Goffe ?*• answer* 
ed Derrick. 

*^ Why, he has sucked the monkey so long 
and so often,^ smd the Boatswun, ^^ that the 
best of him is buff ''d. He is little better than an 
old woman when he is sobar, and he is roaring 
mad when he is drunk— we have had enough of 
Goffe.'' 

** Why then what d'ye say to yourself, ok to 
me. Boatswain 7^ demanded the Quarter-Master. 
^^ I am content to toss up for it.'' 

^^ Bot it, no,'' answered the Boatswain, after 
a moment's consideraticm ; ^^ if we were within 
reaidx of the trade-winds, we might dther of us 
make a shift; but it will take all Cleyeland's na- 
vigation to get us there ; and so, I think, ib&ce 
is nothing like Bunce's project for the present. 
Hark, he calls for the boat^I must go on deck 
and have her lowered for his honour, d— his eyes.* 

The boat was lowered accordingly, made its 
voyage up the lake with safety, and landed Bunoe 
within a few hundred yards pf the old mansion- 
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bouse of Stennis. Upon arriving in front of the 
hou^e, be found tbat basty measures bad been 
taken to put it in a state of defence, the lower 
windows being barricaded, with places left for 
use of musketry, and a ship-gun being placed so 
as to command the entrance, which was besides 
guardedly two centinds. Bunce demanded ad- 
mission at the gate, which was briefly and uDce* 
remoniously refused to him, with an exhortation 
to him, at the same time, to be gone about his 
business before worse came of it. As he conti- 
nued, however, importunately to insist on seeing 
some one of the family, and stated his business 
to be of the most urgent nature, Claud Halcro 
at length appeared, and with more peevishness 
than belonged to his usual manner, that admirer 
of glorious John expostulated mth his old ac- 
quaintance upon his pertinacious folly. 

" You are,** he said, " like foolish moths flut- 
t^n'g about a candle, which is sure at Jast to 
consume you."* 

'^ And you,^ said Bunoe, ^^ are a set of sting* 
less drones, whom we can smoke out of your de- 
fences at our pleasure, with half a dozen of hand*^ 
grenades.^ 
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^< Smoke a fooFs head !^ said Halcro ; ^^ take 
my advice, and mind your own matters, or there 
will be those upon you will smoke you to pur- 
pose. Either begone, or tell me in two words what 
you want ; for you are like to rec^re no welcome 
here save from a blunderbuss. We are men 
enough of ourselves ; and here is young Mor- 
daunt Mertoun come from Hoy, whom your 
Captain so nearly murdered.^ 

<^ Tush, mav,^ said Bunce, << he did but let 
out a little malapert blood.**^ 

<< We want no such phlebotomy here,^ said 
Claud Halcro ; *^ and besides, your patient toms 
out to be nearer allied to us than dther you or 
we thought of ; so you may think how little wd- 
come the Captain or any of his crew are like to 
be here.'' 

^< Well; but what if I bring money for the 
stores sent on board P'' 

<< Keep it till it is asked of you,'' said Halcro. 
^^ There are two bad paymasters — ^he that pays 
too soon, and he that does not pay at all." 

<* Well then, let me at least give our thanks 
to the donor," said Bunce. 
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<^ Keep them, too, till they are asked for,^ an- 
swered the poet. 

*^ So this is all the welcome I have of you 
for old acquaintance sake ?"" said Bunce. 

** Why, what can I do for you, Master Alta- 
mont?'' said Halcro, somewhat moved—" If 
young Mordaunt had had his own will, he would 
have welcomed you with the red Burgundy, Num- 
ber a thousand. For God'^s sake begone, else 
the stage direction will be. Enter guard, and seize 
Altamont.** 

** I will not ^ve you the trouble,^ said Bunce, 
^' but will make my exit instantly. — Stay a mo- 
ment — I had almost forgot that I have a slip of 
paper for the taUest of your girls there-^Minna, 
ay, Minna is her name. It is a farewell from Cap- 
tain Cleveland— you cannot refuse to give it her."^ 

*' Ah, poor fellow V* said Halcro— ** I com- 
prehend—I comprehend— Farewell, fair Ar- 
mida-*- . ' 

' 'Mid pikes and mid bullets^ mid tempests and fire^ 
The danger is less than in hopeless desire/ 

Tell me but this — is there poetry in it f^ 

1 
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<< Choke full to the seal, whh song, soimet, and 
elegy ,^ answered Bunce ; ^^ but let her have it 
cautiously and secretly * 

<< Tush, man l-^teaeh me to ddiver a failkl. 
doux I— me, who have been in the Wits^ Coffee, 
house, and have seen all the toasts of the Sle- 
Cat Club !— Minna shall have it then, for old 
acquaintance sake, Mr Altamont, ttid for your 
Captain^s sake too, who has less of the core of 
devil about him than his trade requires. There 
can be no harm in a farewell letter.** 

^ Farewell then, old boy, for ever and a day,^ 
sttd Bunce ; and msmg the poeCs band, gave it 
so hearty a gripe, that he left him roaring, mid 
shaking his fist, like a dog when a hot cinder has 
fallen on his foot 

Leaving the rover to return on board the ves^ 
sel, we remain with the family of Magnus Troil, 
assembled at their kinsmim^s mansion of St^nis» 
where they maintained a constant and carefid 
watch against surprise. 

Mordaunt Mertoun had been received with 
much kindness by Magnus Troil, when he came 
to his assistance, with a small pcurty of Nomads de» 
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pendants, placed by her under his command. 
The Udaller was easily satisfied that the reports 
instilled into bis ears by the Jagger, in zealous 
desire to augment his favour towards his more 
profitable customer, Cleveland, by diminishing 
that of Mertoun, were without foundation. They 
had, indei^, been confirmed by the good Lady 
Olowto wrum, and by common fame, both of whom 
wer^ {leased to represent Mordaunt Mertoun as 
an arrogant pretender to the favour of the sisters 
of Burgh- Westra, who onlyhesitated, sultanJike, 
on whom he should bestow the handkerchief. But 
common fame, Magnus considered, was a common 
liar, and he was sometimes disposed (where scan^ 
dal was concerned) to regard thegood Lady Glowr- 
owrum as rather an uncommon specimen of the 
same genus. He therefore receivdl Mordaunt 
once more into full favour, listened with much sur« 
prise to the cl^m which Noma laid to the young 
man^s duty, and with no less interest to her in* 
tention of surrendering to him the considerable 
property which she had inherited from her fa- 
ther. Nay, it is even probable that, though he 

gave no immediate answer to her hints concern- 

s 
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iDg an union betwixt bis eldest dau^ter and her 
heir, he might think such an alliance recom- 
mended, as well by the young man^s personal 
merits, as by the chance it gave of retaining the 
very large estate which had been divided betwixt 
bb own father and that of Noma. At all events, 
the Udaller received his young friend with much 
kindness, and he and the proprietor of the man- 
sion joined in entrusting to him, as the youngest 
and mo3t active of the party, the charge of com^ 
manding the night-watch, and relieving the oen- 
tinels around the House of Stennis. 



•i' 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



Of anoudawe, this is the 

That men him take and bind« 
Withoat pitle hang*d to be. 

And waive with the wind. 

The BaUad of (he Nui Bromn Maid. 



MoEOAUNT had caused the centiaels who had 
been on duty ainoe midnigbt to be relieved ere 
the peep of day^and having given directions that 
the guard should be agun changed at sun-rise, 
he had retired to a small parlour, and pladng his 
arms beside him, was slumbering in an easy chair, 
when he felt himself pulled by the watdi-doak 
in which he was enveloped. 

<* Is it sun-rise,^ ssdd he, ** already ?^ as, start- 
ing up, he discovered the first beams lying level 
upon the horizon. 

VOL. III. T 
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^* Mordaunt T said a voice, every note of which 
thrilled to his heart. 

He turned his eyes on the speaker, and Bren- 
da Troil, to his joyful astonishment, stood befcfe 
him. As he was about to address her eagerly, 
he was checked by oba^rrin^ the «gns of soctow 
and discomposure in her pale dieeks, tremhliag 
lips, and brimful eyes. 

*^ Mordaunt,^ she said, '^ you nmst do Minna 
and me a favour-^you must alk>w us to leave the 
house quietly, and without alanning any one, in 
order to go as far as the Standing Stones of 
Stenais.'* 

^' What freak can this b^ dearest Bimdar 
said Movdaunt, much amazed at the request— 
*^ scHne Orcadian observance of sup er stition, per- 
haps; but the time is too dangerous, and my 
pbai^ ffom your fiilher too strict, that I should 
permit you . to pasa without hia consent. Ckmsi- 
der, dearest Brenda, I am a soldier on du^, and 
must obey orders.^ 

. f< Mordaunt,^ said Brenda, ^ this isso jesting 
matter — ^Minna'^s reason, nay, JU[inna!\s lilb^ d(»- 
pends on your giving us> this permission.^ - 



<< And tot what pmrpcne ?"" aaid Mcordaunt— 
<< let mt at least know that'' 

*^ Fior ft wild attd a despemto pvppose^^ replied 
BiBoda^^ It 18 that she may xneel Clevelaad.'' 

<^ ClevekoHl P nid MeidajtntH-^^ Aould the 
viBain cone, ashore, he shall be welcomed ynih if 
shower of rifle-balls. Let me witbi» a. hund#ed 
yards of hias,^ he addedy gmapiog'hiftpieee» *^ and 
all die misehief he has doae iaie shall be balanced 
with aa ennoe b«dlet f" 

^ His. death will AriTe Minna fraaUc,'' said 
Breiida; ''and he who injures Minoa^ Krendu 
will nerer again look upon.'*^ 

'' This is madness-— raving nsadoeai T smI 
Mordaunt-***'^ Consider your honoar^^ooasider 
your diit^.^ 

'' I can consider nothing but Miaiia^s daa« 
ger,^ said Brmda, breaking into afloed of tears;, 



'' her former illnesB was nothing to the state she 
haa been in iXL night* She hdds in her hand bia 
letter, written in characters of fire, rather than 
of ink> imploring bar to see him for a last fare^ 
wdU^ as she would save a mortal body and an 
inmortal soi«l*<»ple^ng himself for her safety*. 
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and dedaring no power afaall force him front the 
coast till he has seen her.— You must let v» pas&^ 

*^ It is impossible!^ replied Mocdauiit, in 
great perplexity^^ This ruffian has imprecaticffis 
enough, doubtless, at his fingers^ ends, but what 
better pledge has he to offer? — I camiot permit 
Minna to go.^ 

^ I suppose,^ said Brenda, somewhat reproach- 
lully, while she dried her tears, yet still bon- 
tinued sobbing, ^ that there is scmiething in what 
Noma spoke of betwixt Minna and you ; and 
that you are too jealous of this poor wretch to at- 
k>w him erea to speak with her an instant before 
his departure."* 

*< You are unjust,^ said Mordaunt, hurt, and 
yet somewhat flattered by her suspicions, ^ you 
are as unjust as you are imprudent. You know 
-—you cannot but know-— that Minna is chiefly 
dear to me 9&your raster. Tetl me, Brenda — and 
teli me truly— if I aid you in this foUy, have you 
no suspicion of the Pirate^s faith ?^ 

*^ No, none,** said Brenda ; *' if I had any, do 
you think I would urge you thus ?— he is w3dand 
unhappy, but I think we may in this trust him.^ 
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<< Is the appointed place die SUndisig Stoned) 
and the time day-hreaJ^ ?^ again demanded Mor- 

daunt 

<< It is, and the time is come^^ said Brenda— * 
'« for Heavetf s sake let us depart P 

^' I will myself,^ said Mdrdaunt, ^* celieir>e 
the oentinel at the front door tora, few minutes, 
,and BoSev you to pass-— You will not protract 
this interview, so full of danger?^ 

<* We will not,^ said Brenda; *^ and you, on 
your part, you wiU not avail yourself of this un- 
happy man'^s ^venturing hither, to harm. or to 
seize him ?^ 

*^ Bely on my honour,^ said Mordaunt-; << he 
^aU have no harm, unless be offers any.^ 

^^ Then I go to call my sister,^ snid Brenda, 
and tripped out of the apartmenL 

Mordaunt considered the matter for an in- 
stant, and then going to the eentinel at the front 
door, he told him to run instantly to the main- 
guard, and order the whole to turn out with their 
arms— 'to see the order obeyed, and to return 
-when they were in readiness. Meantime, he 
himself, he said, would remain upon the post, 
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|)uriiig the iaterTftl of di< cendiicl^ absence, the 
front door was slowly opened, and Minna and 
Brenda appeared, muffled in their mantles.. The 
Ibmier leaned on her siatcr, and kept her face 
bent on the groand, as one who felt aafaamed of 
the step sbeiMM about to take. Brenda also pass- 
ed her knrer in nlenoe, botthnar back u|i» him 
a look of gratitude and aftetiaii, whieb dbuUed, 
if possible, his anxietj for their safety. 

The nslers, an die meaBirhile, passed out of 
sigbt of the houie, iriiin Minna, irbo^e aliep, till 
ibat tame, had been fwt and feeUe, began to 
erect her person, and to walk with a pace so firai 
end |M» swift, that Brenda, who had aome diffi- 
culty to keep up wkh her, poidd not finbiear re- 
HOMeiatii^ on the iaqprudence of hutrying ber 
spirits, and exbauidi^ ber force, by.suoh unne- 
cessary baste. 

^^ Vtat not, my dearest aisiter,*^ said Mbnyi; 
^ the spirit wfaicb I now feet wiB, and must,att»- 
taih me through tbe dieadfui interview. I oooU 
net but move with a drooping bead and devested 
paqe, while I was in view of one who imist neees- 
sariiy deem ipe dcMrring of his fity or his aoem. 
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Bat jrou know, my dearest Brenda, and CleT«* 
laqd ahoU also know, tlwt tlie love I bore to that 
unbaf^y maii^ was as fanre aatbe niysof that sim^ 
thai ia now reported oo fher ^wrm. ^ttd I daftf 
attest tbol^ glorious sua, «iid ymtiefkbue hmv4sai 
to bear xne witnesB, that^ hot to xxeg^ &M to 
change his unhappy courier o( Me^ I bad 0ot^ for 
all the templationar this nMad wwU h^rkb^ efver 
consoUed to see him mareJ^ 

As die spoke tbtts, ion a Ume whidli a£Cbr<Ied 
Dcudi confidoice to Bfencta^. Uie siate«» attaniaii 
tlse aunHRitof stmsg'gkimHd^whenoe they eon*' 
manded a full view of the Okeadiaa Stoaehel^^ 
oemsisting «£ m bage circle and seoln^cirole of the 
StcnyfiogSConcs^ asthsy aUd calledywhidaalDeadr)? 
f^werei si greyish; w&ite iittke naimg sun, tmi 
pstfoMd fedr to tbt westward Amfimg g%anli» 
dnufews* At anotfatir doaev' the scene wonkd hsif a: 
qpeiatad powev&dly eta the inagiiiatrpe aaind at. 
Minna, and interested .therei«etpily at Itesicf her 
less senntiird aoalcs. But, at HmrmmetAf nidther 
was at leinite Iof receive the hnpressioBtf n^hishi 
tto stopgBidpMt nwMiimrmt of anta^piiby isi 8# ladf) 
cakaodateibtoiaipnsflrowthe fbeiuq^of Aose wild 
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bdmld it ; for they nv, in tbe lower lake, be^ 
nesdi what is termed the Br«^ of firoisgar^ a 
boat well maiUMd and armed, which had diaem^ 
harked one of its crew, who advnoed alonC) and 
wn^iped in a naval doak, towards diat momi* 
mental oirde which thqr thenaehrea w«re abont 
to reaA bom another quarter* 

<^ Thqr ase numy, and they are armed," said 
the startled Brenda, in a whiqier to her siater; 

.^ It IS finr precawtiorfs sake,^ answered Mm. 
na, ^^ whish, alas, their oondHian rcnden hot too 
neoessaiy* Fear notreachcry fnm him**ifhat, m 
least, is not his vice*" 

Ab she qpoke, or shortly afte rw ard s, she at- 
liiimid the centre of the cirde, on whkdi^ anvthe 
midst of the Udl erect pilars of mdeatoMcfhil 
are raised wound, lies one flst and p ns e taal ei ^: 
siqpported hy short stono^faSars, of wUdi soni^ 
reiiques are still ;nabley that had-onoe aerved^ 
.paihaps, the pmrpoae of an altar. 

f« Here^ she said, «« in healhm imsea ^ w« 
may bdiev« legends, which hare cost me but too 
dear,) our ancestors oflfered sacrifices to heathen 

ties-r^nd ha« will I, fieom my seul, immnnce, * 
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abjure, and offer .up to a belter and a more iner« 
ciful <Tod than wajs known to theni» the rain ideaa 
with which my youthful ima^oatioii has been ae* 

She stood by the prostnite table of stone, and 
saw , Clevelaiid advance towards her» with a ti- 
mid pace, and a downcast look, as. different fbom 
hi« jtftual dncaeter and bearii^, 4a Minna^ji high 
look and lofty demeanour, and calm opntempW 
tiye posture, was distant from that jof the loveJom 
aod bK9beii4leailed maiden, whose weighthad al?. 
niaat.boinecdown the. sn^xirt of her sbti^aaabei 
left the House of Stennis. If the bdlief of those ia.. 
true> who asfflgn these jnngwlar mwumenti esoclu- 
sifelt^to jtbe Druids, Minna mig^ have seemed the 
Httaa^'or bi|^ priestess <^ tbe.order, &cm\ whom 
aqiMd¥uapitm of the tribe e^pecbedinaoiguratioQ^ • 
Or» \£yi^hoiA the drdes of Gothic and Scandina* 
vian origin, Aewighi haye seemed a descended 
Vision of Freya, the spouse pf the Thui^defiag^ 
Pe^y, jl>ef<m whrnaome bold Sea-king or <?bam- 
pioUf b^t with ai| awe^ which no mere mortal t^v 
rorpo^ldh|»re inflicted upon him. Brcyiday over- 
wb^ed with loeic^piQBSsiblo Ceav md dQ^l^ T^r 
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mained a pace or two behind, anxiously obser- 
ving the motions of Clevebuidy and attending to 
nothing around, save to him and. to her sisler. 

Cleveland approached within two yarda dt 
Minna, and bent his head to die ground. There 
was a dead pause, until Mmna said, ki a firm 
but melancholy tone, <* Unhappy man^ why didst 
thou seek this i^;ravation of our woe ? Diqiart 
in peace, and may Heavoi difeet thee to a better 
course than that which thy Itie baa yet held** 

'< Heaven will not aad me," said CSeveiaady 
<< exoeptii^ by your voice. I came Udier nidtf 
and wild, scarce knoiring that my tnid^ ray des* 
peraCe trad^ was mere cnmmal m Ae ^fat of 
man or of heaven, than that of those privafteers 
whom yonr kw acknowk^es. I wsabivd wit, 
and, but fer the widies you have enooBsraged ■» 
to form, I should have perhaps died m k, despe- 
rate and impenitent Oj do not tibow me £mm 
you — let me do someChkig to redeem what I hare 
d<me amiss, and do not leaiveyour ownwoftkhsiS- 
fimshed r 

" Cleveland,'' said Mitaa, " I wiB not reftreaeh 
you with abusmg my inexpeoenee, at with> «ml'- 



iog jTounidf of thorn delusioofi which the credu- 

htj of early youth hiKi flung around me, and 

. irbkb ted me to confound your £atal course of life 

with the deeds of our ancient herQe9. Alacswben 

I saw your foUofwers that illuwon was no more !-— 

-but I do not upbraid you vith its haviog existed. 

Go, Cleveland ; detai^b yourself from Uioeemisei^ 

Ms wratehes with whom you are associatedi and 

beliaya ne^ ibat if heawati yet grants you the 

jBcans of dwtisguiabing your name by one «Qbd 

«r gbridus aoti€fi> libera are eyes left ia tbeae 

lonely isbad^-that ^1 weep as much for joy as 

. ■■» a i > " t hey must now do for sorrow.'* 

'^ And is dm all r taid Clevdand ; '« and may 
I not hope, that if I extricate myself from my pre- 
^di assQoates-**^ I cen gain my paxdcm by being 
as Ihdd in the righl» as 2 bawe beoi too often in 
ilbawvpng aause-"if aflber a larm» I caffenei; how 
iong^iwhut sliU «( teem wUcb aaay have an end, I 
4iln boast bf bmag redeemed my fame-^-^iiay I 
riml-^H»ay X not hope thaft Minna may fbiign^ 
my God and my eouniry aball have pardtaled F" 

<^ iSevfTy Cfereltfid, nt/v^ P sa^' Mirma, wkh 
ibe i^mooi firmnesi ; ^^^n thin spot w^ putl, and 

12 



800 THE FIBATE. 

part for ever, and part without longer indulgence. 
Think of me as of one dead, if you continue as 
you now are ; but if, which may heaven grant, 
you diange your fatal course, think of me then 
as one, whose morning and evening prayers will 
be for your happiness, though she has lost her 
own — ^FareweU, Cleveland !** 

He kneeled^ overpowered by his own bitter 
feelings, to take the hand which she held out to 
him, and in that instant, his confidant Bunce, 
starting from behind one of the large upright 
pillars, his eyes wet with tears, exclaimed^- 

*' Never saw such a partuig scene on any stage. 
But 1^11 be d— ^ if you make your exit as you 
expect^ 

And so saying, ere Cleveland could employ 
^ther remonstrance or resistance, and indeed be- 
fore he could get upon his feet, he easily secured 
him by pulling him down on his back, so that 
two or three of the boafs crew seized him by the 
arms and legs, and began to hurry him towards 
the lake. Minna and Brenda shrieked, and at- 
tempted to fly, but Derrick snatched up the for- 
mer with as much ease as a falcon pounces on a 




■'5^.^^i^/ 




.,'\''^ 




;>. 



k 



THE PIRATE. SOI 

pigeon ; while ^unce, with an oath or two, whicb 
were intended to be of a consolatory nature, sei-i 
zed on Brenda, and the whole party, with two or 
three of the other pirates, who, stealing from the 
water-side, had accompanied them on the ambus-' 
cade, begaik hastily to run towards the boat, which 
was left in charge of two of their number. Their 
course, however, was unexpectedly, and, for their 
criminal purpose, fatally interrupted. 

When Mordaunt Mertoun had turned out hie^ 
guard in arms, it was with the natimd purjpose of 
watching over the safety of the two sisters. They 
had accordingly closely observed the motions of 
the pirates, and when they saw so many of them 
leave the boat and steal towards the place of ren- 
dezvous assigned to Cleveland, they naturally sus- 
pected treachery, and by cover of an old hoUow 
way or trench, which perhaps had anciently been 
connected with the monumental circle, they had 
thrown themselves unperceived between the pi- 
rates and their boat. At the criea of the sisters, 
they started up and placed themselves m the way ' 
of the ruffians, presenting their pieces, wluch, 
notwithstanding, they dared not fire, for fear ol* 
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biurlii^ the jdatg kdies, tceond at diey wme 
in the rude grasp of tlie maraudcEB. Mardai»t, 
hoirever^ advanced with the qpeed of a wilddeet 
cMi Bunoe^ wIki^ loth loqtik his ptey, yet uaaUe 
to defend himsdf otbcrw ise^ tomed to iimm ode 
ami that altemately^cxpcHiDg BisciidatotheUdivi 
whitf k Mordaunt oAsred aft him* TUa defirnae^ 
howerer, pnwed ib Yaw againitayvuth peaana* 
ed of the lighteit fool and naat active hand evee 
knovtt in Zetbad, and after afinat or two^Mor* 
daunt brougfai llie pirate to the gnmd wttik a 
alxnke fnxn the butt of die caiafaine^ vdndi he dni» 
red not nae othereiae. AttheiametiinafaBianai 
iteve dicchai^ged on other nde hy those «hn were 
liabfe to no such canae of fialiiaiMnti^ and the 
pin^es who had hold of devdaad, dmppadhmiiy, 
naturaUy enough, to pimide for diebr oaim d** 
fence or retreat But they only added to the num- 
ber of dieir enemies ; far Cievdand* p ep c ei r in g 
Muina in die arms of Denich, snatched her feoH 
the ruffian with one band, and with the other shot 
him dead on the i^ot. Twoorthraeinoreaf the 
pbrats» fell or were taken^ the rest ficd to dieir 
boat, pushed off, and find repsaiedly on AeOv* 
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duiiAii party, which they returned, with little in- 
jury on either side. Meanwhile Mordaunt, ha«> 
ving first seen that the sisters were at liberty and 
in full flight towards the house, advanced on 
Cleveland with his cutlass drawn. The pirate pre- 
sented apbtol, and calling out at the same time, 
•«*^^ Murdaunt, I never missed my aim,*" he fired 
it into the air, and threw it into the lake ; then 
dvew his cutlass, brandished it round his head, and 
flung that also as far as his arm could send it, in 
ibe^same cbrection. Yet such was the universal 
belief^ bis personal strength and resources, that 
Mcxrdaunt still used precaution, as, advancing oa 
Cleveland, he asked if he surrendered. 

^< I surrender to no man,^ said the Pirate* 
oaiptidQ; ^ but you may see I have thrown away 
my weapons.*^ 

He was immediately seized by some of the 
Orcadians without his offering any resstanoe ; 
but: the instant interference of Mordaunt pre- 
vented his being roughly treated, or bound. The* 
vktoirs conducted him to a weU-secured upper 
apartmeit in the House of Steonis, and placed a 
centinel at the door. Bunce and Fletcher, both 
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of whom had been stretched on the field duiii^ 
the skirmiriiy were lodged in the same chamber; 
and two prisoners, who appeared of lower rank, 
were confined in a vault betonging to the man- 
sion. 

Without pretending to describe the joy of 
Magnus Troil, who, wh^i awakened by the noise 
and firing, found his daughters safe, and his ene- 
my a prisoner, we shall only say, it was so great, 
that he fcnrgot, for the time at least, to inquire 
what dreumatances were th6se which placed them 
in danger; and that he hugged Mcvdaunt to 
his breast a thousand times, as their preserver; 
and swore as ofioi by the bones of his sainted 
namesake, that if he had a thousand daughters, 
so ^ht a lad, and so true a friend, should have 
the choice of them, let Lady Glowiowrum say 
what she would. 

A very different scene was passing in the prison- 
chamber of the unfortunate Cleveland and his as- 
sociates* The Captain sat by the window, his eyes 
bent on the prospect of the sea which it present- 
ed, and was seemingly so intent (»i it, as to be 
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insensible of the presence of the others. Jack 
Bunce stood meditating some ends of verse, in 
order to make his advances towards a reconcili- 
ation with Cleveland ; for he began to be sen- 
sible, from the consequences, that the part he 
had played towards his Captain, however well in-* 
tended, was neither lucky in its issue, nor likely to 
be well taken. His admirer and adherent Fletcher 
lay half asleep, as it seemed, on a truckle-bed in 
the room, without the least attempt to interfere 
in the conversation which ensiied. 

'^ Nay, but speak to me, Clement,^ sjud the 
penitent Lieutenant^ ^* if it be but to swear at 
me for my stupidity.— 

' Wbat^ not an oath ? — ^Nay, then the world goes hard. 
If Clifiprd cannot spare his friends an oath.' 



>r 



** I pr'ythee peace, and be gone !" said Cleve- 
land ; ^* I have one bosom friend left yet, and 
you will make me bestow its contents on you, or 
on myself.*' 

** I have it r said Bunce, " I have it r and 
on he went, in the vein of tfaffier^- 

VOL. III. V 



SOB THE FIBAT£. 

^ ^ Then, liy the bdl I inait» ra mH kn^ libee^ 
Till to thyidf at least thou'rt seo^ndbd^ 
However thy resentment deal with me!'" 

^ I pray yoo oobe more to be «1mV* Mid 
Clevdao^**-'^ Iflit noi «iKmgfa diat jim lt%yeno« : 
done mewith jour tyeachery, faut you muatstua 
me with your silly buffoonery ?-<«I would ^noi 
have believed' jfcu would bave lifted « filig«r 
agaiufit ine» Jack, of any men of devil in yoftdee 
unhappy ship.^ 

«< Who, I r exeUmed Bunee, ^' I fift »fii|g«^ 
against you !— <-And if I did, it was ib pu9e l^ve, . 
and to make you the happiest Mio^ that ever 
trode a deck, with your mistress beisde you, and ' 
fifty fine fellows at your command. Here ia Dick 
Fletcher can bear witness I did all for the^ best$ ; 
if he would but speak, instead of lollofung there^ 
like a Dutch dogger laid up to be i^areened.— 
Get up, Dick, ai|fl speak for me, won^i you?". 

" Why, yes, Jack Bunce,^ answered Iffleiebex^. 
raising himself with diflSculty, and ipea^g 
feebly, " I will if I can— *and I alw9.ys kaenryxHi 
spoke and did for the best— but howsoo^df ▼i^^ 
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d^jT^see^ tthfts tome^out for tltie worslfbr me this 
time, for I «m Ueeding to deadi, I duuk.^^ 

^< You <^aiiii0t \» sudi an aaa F said Jarii 
Biuioe, spnngiiig to bia asaistaBQey aa Acl def^ 
land. But human aid tame' too ]ato-««he sunk 
hmtk <m the bed^ and^i tianuag mi his faoe^ ex-> 
piced without a groaBu 

<< I ahray^ thongfat him & d«««d ftol,^ said 
Bmeidy as he wipod a tear fvcao hk eye^ <^ luit . 
nearer sqch a consuBBiiiate ideot as to hop. the 
p^nch-SQ siffily ,•<»>! have loA the hest Sd&qpimipim^ 
and he again wiped Ins eye. 

Ole velaad looked on the dead body ^ the rugged 
featuies of which had remained unaltered by the 
d<atb.paag«<««'^ A bulLdog^"^ he nid, << at the 
true British breed, and, with a belter eounsellQr, 
would have been a better man.^ 

^< Yott may say that of some <^her folks too, 
CapSbaisi, if 3k>u are minded tp do themjasdeey*^' 
said Bunce. 

':^ 1 niny indeed, atid espedatly of yourself,* 
8^' Cle^ehaid, in repiy. 

^ Wl^ then, say, Jmky JJ^ffiw tfou^'^ bsoA 
Bunoe ; ^* it^sbut a short wopnl, and soon spoken*^ 
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^< I forgive you from all mj soul, Jack,^ said 
Clereland, wbo had resmned his aitnatiaii at the 
ivin<few ; <^ and the lather that your SdHy is of 
little oonseqBene&^the momiog is oome that 
must bring ruin tm us alL^ 

^ What, yon are thinking cf the cU ivoman^s 
prophecy you spcke otV sud fiunee. 

^ It win soon he accomplished,^ a nswe re d 
C^Bfvelttid^ <' Come hither ; what do you take 
yon large square-rigged vessel for, that you see 
douUmg the head-land on the east, and t^ienii^ 
the Bay of Stromness.P 

^^Why, I canH make her well out,^ ssid 
Bcmce, ^^ but yonder is old Gofie, takes her for 
a West Indiaman loaded with rum and sugar, I 
suppose, for d— 41 me if he does not slip caUe, 
and stand out to her P. 

^^ Instead of running into the shoaLwater, 
wbidi was his only safety,^ said Cleveland ■ 
<< The fool I the dotard ! the drivelling, drunk^ 
ideot t*««4ie will get his liquor hot enough; for 
yon is the Halcyon— *See, she hoists her colours 
and fires a broad-side ! and there will soon be an 
end of the Fortune^s Favourite f I only hope 
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they will fight her to the last phuik^ The Boat- 
swain used to be staunch euougb, and so is Goflfe, 
though ah incarnate demon.-— Now she shoots 
away, with all the sail she can spread^ and that 
shews some sense.^ 

<^ Up goes tlie Jolly Hodges the old black ft^, 
with the death'^s head and hour glass, and tliat 
shews' soiae spunk/^ 

^^ The hour glass is turned for us, Jadc^ £a/c 
this bout^-^our sand is runmng fafi^.-<^Fire away 
yetjl my roving lads ! The deep sea or the blue 
skyj rather than a rope and a yard^^rm.^ 

There was a moment of anxious and dead ai- 
lence ; the sloop, though hard pressed, bmBt- 
taining still a running' fight, and the frigate Vx>n« 
tinning in full chase, but scarce returning ji'sh^iit. 
At length the vessels neared each other, so as to 
shew that the man-of-war intended to .board die 
skN>p, instead of sinking heir, probably: to s^ure 
the plunder whioh'might be in the pirate vessek 

^^ Now Goffe — now Boatswain r esclaiiaed 
Cleveland, in an ecstacy c^ impatiaibe, alod sm 
if they could hav« heard hia commands, ^' stand 
by sheets and tacks— rake her wkh a broadinde> 
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'H/tMk JCM art mtiia Imt lMrfl» ibA dbttuC «lup, 
dud go off mi the ofther iack fiktt « ifild gocMe. 
^The calls sbmf— -the hebaVt i^* loe ' l A h !""< fec |>- 
ittn fliak tk» hdibei»!«-uthqr miis Mai^ wid Ae 
fi^te runs them a-board T 

jLecatdht^j the Iwdoui JbaMOBumes of the 
Ame had intag^ tfacm so nar^ that Ck^dlMd, 
with his spy-f;la88, could see tiie maiBirf pbiV 
viaii boarcKog.bjr tin jrttda and h aw fep a i t^ in ir- 
y y^f^i^ j^ tmnibijlrtij, tiKir naked f iiitlamn' i #^y^*T»*|r 
» (he iun, ndnn, M thttt tiilicai nNMnent^ both 
flhips wan«tt««kiped » a tdond tf ihiak Uaek 
aaook^ irinch auddtnfy anaa tm board liieieq>- 

^ Sasitfit $aosamy^ aaid finnoe, nith ^daiped 



** VSion tMit the Kntuae^ Rttm uag , ahip 
^■fid «M#,'* feaid Cfamelnd, jit «he aaaae inslaat. 
' iBitt the aaicike imnadiaiely clwrefaig anpay^ 
Smwtd idiat the damnge had ^olj boen ^piartial, 
iBfld diat from WBBoX of a ja ifficknt qwatity of 
powdar, the fnaetttEilndifiiBed In tiiar deflpofnte 
4Mettipt to bhar mf ibmi vend iriih the £U. 



Sbortfj dRMr the aetion was orery Captain 
W^atherport ef the Halcyon sent an officer and 
a party of marines to the House of Slennis^ to 
demand of them the pirate seamen who were 
ih&t prisoners, and, in partumlM*, Cleveland aad 
Bunce, who acted as Captain and Lieutenant of 
' Ae gBXkg, 
' This was a dtoand which was not to be resist- 
ed, though Magnus Troil could have wished sin- 
cerely that the roof under which l^e lived had 
%ieen allow^ as an asylum at ieaatto Cleveland. 
But the offieer^s orders weite p e r enipi U wry ; and 
ike added, il was Captain Weathevporfs inten- 
tion to land the other prisoners, and send the 
whole, with a sixflldent escort, across die island 
to Kirkwall, in order to undergo an examination 
there before the civil authorities, jNre vious to their 
being sent off to London for trial at the High 
Court -of Admirslty. Magnus could thaarfore 
only intercede for good usage to Cleveland, imd 
'tl^at he might not be stripped oe plundered, 
which the officer, struck by hb good mien^ and 
compassionating his situation, rjeadily pinomii^d. 
The honest Udaller would have sud some^ing 
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in the way of comfort to Cleveland himself, but 

he could not find words to express it, and only 
fihook his head. 

*' Old friend/^ said Cleveland, *' you may have 
much to complain of— yet you pity instead of ex« 
ulting over me — ^for the sake of you and yours, 
I will never harm human bebg more. Take 

his from me-— my last hope, bnt my last temp. 

ation also^-— he drew from his bosom a pocket- 
pistol, and gave it to Magnus Troil. " Remem- 
ber me to— but no— let every one forget me.— I 
am your prisoner, sir,^ said he to the officer. 

<^ And I alsQ,^ said poor Bunce ; and putting 
on a theatrical countenance, he ranted, with no 
very perceptible faultering in his tone, the words 
of Pierre : 

' Captain, you should be a gentleman of honour; 
Keep off the rabMe, that I may have room 
To entertain my faXe, imd die wilih decency/ ' 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



Joj) joy, in London now ! 

SOUTBET. 



The news of the capture of the royer soon 
eached to Kirkwall, about an hour before noon^ 
and filled all men with wonder and with joy. Lit- 
tie business was that day done at the Fair, whilst 
people of all ages and occupations streamed from 
the place to see the prisoners as they were marched 
towards Kirkwall, and to triumph in the different 
appearance which they now bore from that which 
they had exhibited when ranting, swaggering, and 
bullying in the streets of that town. The bayonets 
of the marines were soon seen to glisten in the 
sun, and then came on the melancholy troop of 
captives, hand cuffed two and two together. Their 
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finery had been partly torn from them by their 
captors, partly hung in rags about them ; many 
were wounded and covered widi blood, many 
blackened and scorched with the exploaon, by 
which a few of the most desperate had in Tain 
strove to blow up the vessel. Most of them seem- 
ed sullen and impenitent, some were more beco- 
mingly affected with their condition, and a few 
braved it out, and sung the same ribald songs 
to which they had made the streets of Slrkwall 
ring when they were in thdr frolics. 

The Boatswain and Gc^, coupled togiAer, 
exhausted themselves in threats and imprecatioBs 
against each other ; the former charging GoSe 
with want of seamanship, and -the lattar dHeging 
that the Boatswain had prevented iiatftom fimg 
the powder that was stowed forward, and so send- 
ing them aH to the other woild together. Laist 
came Cleveland and Bunoe, who were pamilled 
to waSc unshackled ; the decent mdirndbely, yet 
resolved manner of tbeformer, contrasting stiPMg- 
fy with the stage strut and swagger wirict pow 
Jack thought it fitting to assume, i&of^of to «bii. 
cea! some less dignified ^motiom. 'The-ftirtiier 
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1MU5 looked Qpon with oompassioii^ the kuer wifk 
Afiaxture of seem and pity; while most of the 
othdn ins|Hred horror^ and even fear, by their 
-locfks^attd their language. • 

Tiiere was one inditidual in Kirkwall, who 
was 180 far £wm haatening to aee the eight which 
attracted all eyes, that he was not even aware of 
the ev«nt wiiich agitated the town. This wais the 
-elder MolMn, lihcae rendenoe £irkw«ll had 
been fiir two or three days, part <£ which had 
been 6|Knt in attending to some judioial proceed* 
ings, undertaken at the instanoe of the Frooura- 
tor fiscal, against that grave .professor, Bryoe 
Snadrifoet. In conseqaenoe of ma inqinrntioa in- 
to the prooeedif^&of dns wortliy tmder, Cleve- 
kad^ ch^st, anth his pesfm and odber uniters 
tiMrein ^ontuned^ had been reetniBd to Jlier- 
toun, IMS the lawfiil cuttodur iheveofi until the 
right owaier should be in a ntuation to esta- 
^kHA hisr^t tothem. Mertoim was at first de- 
waoB Id threw back vipaa Justice the charge 
w^h die was disposed to ei^rust him with; but, 
«itt perusing ^me or two of the papers, he hastily 
dimg^d his mind*— in broken woids, jcequested 
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the Magistrate to let the cheat be sent to 
lodgings, and, hastening homeward, bolted him- 
self into the room, to consider and d^est the 
singular information which chance had thus coit* 
Veyed to him, and which increased, in a tenfold 
degree, his impatience for an interview with the 
mysterious Noma of the FitfuL>headk 

It may be remembered that she had requixed 
of him, when they met in the Clraich-yaid of 
Saint Ninians, to attend in the outer aide of the 
Cathedral of Saint Mi^us, at tile hour of noon, 
' on the fifth day of the Fair of Saint Olla, there 
to meet a parson by whom the £iite of Mordaunt 
would be explained to him.— -^^ It must be her- 
self,^ he said; <* and that I should see het at 
this moment is indispensable. How to find hear 
sooner, I know not ; and better lose a few hours 
even in* this exigence, than oflTend her by a pre- 
mature attempt to force myself on her presrace.^ 

Long^ therefore, before noon— long before the 
town of Kirkwall was agitated by the news of the 
events on the other side of the island, the dder 
Mertoun was pacing the. deserted aisle of the 
Cathedral, aw«ting, ynith ^oniziog. eagerness. 
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the expected communication from Noma. The 
bell tolled twelve-^no door opened— no one was 
seen to enter the Cathedral ; but the last sounds 
had not ceased to reverberate through the vault- 
ed roof, when, gliding from one of the interior 
side-aisles, Noma stood be£c»e him. Mertoun, 
indifferent to the apparent mystery of her sud-< 
den approach, (with the secret of which the rea« 
der is acquainted,) w^it up to her at once, with 
the earnest ejaculation-*-"^^ Ulla--UllaTroil^ — aid 
me to save our unhappy 'boy r 

« To UUa Troil,"* said Noma, " I answer 
not-^I gave that name to the winds, on the ni^t 
that cost me a father T 

^* Speak not of that night of horror,^ said 
Mertoun ; *^ we have need of our reason— let ua : 
not think on recollection^ which may destroy it ; 
but aid me, if thou canst, to save our unfortu- 
nate child r 

^^ Vaughan,^^ answered Noma, ^^ he is already . 
saved-^long since saved ; think you a mother^s 
band— ^and that of such a mother as I am 
—would await your crawling^ tardy, ineffectual 
asmstimce? No, Vaughan—Imak« myself known 
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to youy but t0^ Asw my tnuoqA awr yo«->4t U 
the only rcTenge n^iieh ibo paw^^l Homtk foxn 
niitebaffidf toUkefi>r tbewvoogsoCUllATroil'* 

<^ Have ]rou indeed timd him-i«a¥ed him 
from the murderons orew ?^^-«pe(dc !«-«<«ad speA 
tnith l-^I will faeKe^ eTeiy ibmg^^^j^a yifmM 
require me to ament to l^-^fUDye to me ^jr he ie 
eicaped and safe P 

<< Escaped and safe, by mj meant^"* said Nor* 

na-*^^^ safe^ and in aMimince of an hoooin^aQif . 
happy alliance/ Yes^ great nnbeliinrer ! ■■ . y ei», 
vrifte and lelf-oiunioned infidel l-^^theae wffifc di6 
^vorkfl of Noma ! Iknewyonmaajrayeavoncei 
but never had I made myself known to yoUy save . 
with the triumphant oonsdonmetts of boviiy con- 
trolled the destiny that threatened my son. AK-. 
cpmfained against hiinF«^pIaneta winah dreabened 
drowning-*«ombinations which menaced bloodr^ 
but my skill was superior to all. — ^I ammga&w^ 
I oombineds*^! found meaaa«f»I made thiStt-*-^ 
each disaster has been averted ;»»«aMi what iofi* 
del on earth, eat stubborn demon beyond the 
Ixninds of earth, sh^U h^reofler dtty my piMcr ?* 



Tbe wild ecstaey with wbioh she spoke, to 
mueh ]iM«mbled triumi^aat insanity, that Mer* 
totin aa9Were<t-^^^ Were your pretensiony less 
lofty, and your speech more plain, I should be 
bettor assmred of my son^s safety*^ 

^^ Boabt oUr vain soeplic r said Noroar«^^< And 
yat know^ that not only is our son safe, but ven^ 
geance is mine, though I sought it not-^^-Jiren-r 
gaanee on the powerful implement of tha darker 
Influanoea by whom my schemes were so often 
thimrted, and avail the life of my sra endanger* 
ed.4i-^Y«H take it as a guarwtee of the truth of 
my ipeeeh, that Claveland^the pirate Clave* 
land-— even ndw enters Kirkwall as a pHsoner» 
and will soon expiale with his life the having 
dmd blood whidb is of kin to Noma's*"" 

^ Who d^tthoti.say was prisoner?^ e^^cJaimv 
ed liibxtoun, with a vcim of thunder-^**-^^ Wbo^ 
woman, didst thou say should expiate his crimes 
wkhhtslife?"" 

*^ Cieveland^^^he pii»te Cleveland T a)iswer> 

ed Norna^^^ and by me, whose counsel he s^rn-^ 

ed, he faaaheen permitted to me^ his fate.'" 

u 
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^' Tliou most wretched of women T said Mer- 
toun, speaking from between his clenched teeth, 

• 

— ^ thou hast slain thj son, as well as thj fin- 
ther r 

•• My son !— *what son ? — ^what mean yon ?-^ 
Mordaunt is your son— your only son 1*^ exehdm- 
ed Norha--*^^ is he not ? — tell me quiddy — ^is he 
not?" 

^ Mordaunt is indeed nnf scm,** said Mertoon—* 
^^ the laws, at least, giye him to me as sudn— 
But O, unhappy Ulla ! Cleveland is your son as 
well as mine—blood of our blood, bone of our 
bone ; and if you have given him to death, I will 
end my wretched life along with him !^ 

^' Stay— hold — stop, Vaughan !^' said Noma ; 
^ I am not yet overcotne— ^prove -but to me the 
truth of what you say, I would find hdp, if I 
should evoke bell ! — ^But prove your words, else 
believe them I cannot.'* 

*^ T%ni help t wretched, over-weening woman ! 
— in what have thy combimUions and thy stia- 
tagems — ^the legerdemain of lunacy— the mere 
quackery of insanity— in what have these iuTolved 
thee P— and yet I will speak to thee as reasonable— 

8 
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nay, I will admit thee as powerful«-«-Hear tlien, 
UUa, the proofs which you demand^ and find a 
remedy, ifvtfabu canst :<^ 

<^ When I fled' from Orkney,''^ he cbntinued, 
after a panse-*-*^ it is now five and twenty years 
^aee-^I bore with me the unhappy offspring to 
whom yoii'faad given h^t < It was sent to ma 
by one of your kinswomen, with an account of 
your iUnesd^ which was soon followed by a geno^ 
sally received belief of your deaths It avails not 
to tell in what misery I left Europe* I found re-, 
fiige in Hispamcla, wherein a fekir young Spa« 
nifldrd undertook the task of comforter. I married 
her-p^she became mother of the youth called Mor-^ 
daunt Mertoun.^ 

• ^< You nunriedher P said Noroa^ in a tone of 
deep reproach. 

** I did, Ulla,'' answered Mertoun ; ** but you 
were avei^ged. She proved faithless, and her in- 
fididity left me in doubts whether the child she 
bore bad a right to call me fittherf-rBut I aUo 
was avenged.^ 

. VOL. III. X 



( « Yoa miirlliend her T said Nomat 
draadful diriek. 

'< I did Ihat,^ said Mertoim^ wilfaout a niAre 
diraot wplfy ^^ whidt made an instant fli|^t from 
Hispaniola necessary. Ywar son I carrifd ^v^it 
me to Toftuga^ where we hadasnaU settleinent. 
Mordaunt Vaugfaan, my son by maitiagej» ahont 
three or four yean younger^ was rending in Port^ 
Riqf^l, for the advantages of an English eduoa* 
turn* I resolved never to see him i^ain^ but Jl 
continued to support him. Our settlement waa 
plundered by the Spaniards) when Clemept wa& 
but fifteen-r* Want came to aid despair and )• ig^j. 
bkd consdence, I became a corsair, and invdi.^ 
ved Clement in the same desperate trade. Sim 
skill and bravery, though'tfaen ameve boy, gain- 
ed him a separate command; and afier a h^ise 
of two. or three yeara^ while we were on diflbrent 
cruises, my crew rose on me, and left me fixr dead 
on the beach of one of the Bermudas^ Irmvrav 
ed, however, and my first inquiries, after a tedi-^ 
ous illness, were after Clement. He, I hi»rd, had 
been also marooned by:a rebellious crew> and put 
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juiicft^ on a desert iskt, to perbh with waRt*^! 
believed he had so perished*^ 

^^^d what assuror you that he did not ?** said 
Olla ; << or how ctoines this CSetrelaiid to be iden^^ 
tifidd with Vatigbaii t^'' 

''^^ To dmnge a tiame is commoti with sudi^ad. 
▼entiu'ef!^'^ answered Sl6rtoun> ^^ and Clem^tit 
had apparently found that of Vaughan had he- 
come too netonoa*«»«atid this change, in his cdle, 
prevented. me from hearing any tidings of fattn. 
It was then that remorse seized me, and that, de* 
tesiinf all nature, but esped^Uy the se^c to which 
Lr lisa belonged, I resolved to do penanee in the' 
wild islands of Zetland for the rest of my Ufe, 
To subject myself to fasts and to the scourge, waa 
the advice of the holy C^tholia priests, whom I 
consulted. But I devised a nobler penauce«— I* 
detennined to bring with me the unhappy boy 
Mordaunt, and to keep always before me the li- 
ving memorial dr my misery and my guilt* I have 
done so, and I have thought over both, ^ rea-- 
son has often trembled on her throne. And now, 
to drive me to utter madness, my Ckment*-*my 
own, my undoubted sbn-— l^vives from the detid 



to be cofDsigDei to an infanbus deafbf by the nia^ 
diinatioBS of bis own mother r . .. 

* << Away, away T said Nom% wilh a.Uugh, 
when she bad heacd the stoiy toaa end^-^^ tfaid 
b a legend framed by the old corsair^ toistemtt: 
niy aid in Jh^onr of a guilty cooinide*' How ixhM 
I iwst^ke H^rdauntfiNr mylsoii, their ages beu^ 
so different?" j- 

' <^ The dark cmn]^e]ddn and maoly stature may. 
haVd done much," said Basil Mertoim ; >' stxw^' 
iflSligiBsAion must have done the setiL" 

' << But, ffkve me pFoo&r«^hre me pr6ofe thsl 
this Clevebmd is my s(H>9 imd bdisve me» this son 
fljbatt sooner siid^ in east^ than they shall have 
power to hann a hair of his head." 

<< These papers^ these joimudsy" said MsTtairta; 
offering the ppcket«-book. 

<< I canifot read them/* she ioid^ after an ef. 
fbrt^ ^^ my bndn is dizsSy ." 

^^ Cleiiient had also tokens wb^ you may re* 
member, but they must have become the booty 
of bis captors. He had a ^y^ box with a Runie 
inscription, with which in far other days you: pre- 
simted . me-— »a. golden chaplet." 
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^^ A box r swd Norna, hastily ; " Cleveland 
gave me one but a day since— -I have never look- 
ed at it till now.^ 

Eagerly she pulled it out— eagerly examined 
the legend around the lid, and as eagerly exclaim- 
ed—" They may now indeed call me Reimken- 
nar, for by this rhime I know myself mtirderess 
of my son, as well as of my father l^ 

The conviction of the strong delusion under 
which she had laboured, was so overwhelming, 
that she sunk down at the foot of one of the piU 
lars^-Mi^oun riiouted for help, though in des- 
{Mur of receivii^ any ; the sexton, howeveir, en** 
tered, and hopeless of all assistance fit)m NcHrna^ 
the distracted father rushed out to learn, if posi^ 
sifale, t6^ fate of l»s son. 
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CHAFTEtt XV. 



Qo^ aome of 7011, srj « repricTe ! 

otggQT t \}pCftt» 



C A#TAi V WxAtHJfcKHncr had, beftrntliis tmi^ 
mehed dkwaUin ^Mraohy aiid%ra»reeeiT^ witft 
gmt jojr and dmnkfidBeds byjthe H^iitanitefl^ 
ifflio liad aiawmHfd ia cxvuocil Ust the purpoaa 
Thf PiDTOBt, in pavtieular, expreMd U^ 
lighted with the providential anfhral tif tHe BWU 
cyon, at the very oonjuncttire when the Fkate 
could not escape her. The Captain looked a Uttle 
Burpriaed, and said-^^' For that, ar, you naj 
thank the inf<»rmation you yourself suj^lied*^ 

^ That I supplied IT said the Provodt, isoBei^ 
what astonished. 

<* Yes, sir,^ answered Captain Weatlierport» 

I understand you to be George Torfe, Chief 
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Magtstrale cf KiriLwiiU, ithalsiibscnbetthit let- 

Tiie mitotimhfd Froydst took th€ letter addnfti^ 
ed to Captain Weatherport of tlie Halcycm^ sti^ 
ting the nrnval^ force, &c of the pirates^ veis^l ; 
bat addmg, that they had heard of the Halcyon 
bang on tte coasts amd tlmt they were on their 
guard and ready to baffle her, by going ftmong the 
ihoalsy and through the island^ and holmis, where 
the frigate could not eattly follow ; and ati the 
womt^ they were deif>erate enough to piopote 
runmng the iloop asfaoiTeaiid blowii% her up, hy 
whi(^ much booty and treastore would be lost to 
the captors. The letter, thcan^fbre, (ni^estcd^ 
that the Halcyon should eraser betwixt Duncnni. 
bay Headlmd Cape Wrath, for two c^ three d^fs^ 
to rdieve the pbates of the alarm her neighbour- 
hood oeeaAcmed, and InE them into secority, the 
moie especially aa^ the letter^writer knew it to hs 
tbar inlaitioii, if the frigate left 1^ coast, to go 
into StronmeSB Baj, and there put their gttfiB 
ashore for some necessary repairs, or even for 
<»Hreemi%, if th^ could find means; The letter 
^oneluded by assuring Captain Weatbeiport, tI|Bt 
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if hef^uU bnog:btfl'£rig«te into Stfomngss Bay 

OR the momiag of the 24th of August, be would 

have a good bargain of the piraies«^-af sooner, 

^e waa not untibely to .miss th^m* 

: . ^^ This letter is not of my writing. or iji^i^m-i* 

biog, Ci^^lwi Weadierport,'' said the Fro¥OBt; 

^^Ilor woiold I have yentured to advise any de« 

iay in your oomiiig hitber»*' 

' The Captain was surprised in his jtum. ^ AU 

I know isp thai it reached me when J waa in Ih9 

hay of Thurso, imd that I gaxis^ the boaf q cr^w 

that brought it five doUacs for crosaiAg t^e Fenli^ 

land Firth in very r^igh weather. They bada 

dumb dwarf as 0o;!cswains the ugliest un^iin my 

eyes ever opened upon* I give you niMch ci^odit 

lor the accfir^qr of yoiir mtMJ&gemf^ Ml^iPmr 

vosC ■ . •:;.►.- ;•• 

^' It is lucky as it b,^. sfud the Pi^vost ; <^yet 

I question whether the writer, of. dus letter wquU 

. not rather that you had found thfriueat wldimd 

the bird flown."" . . *: 

* Se sayingr^ he handed the. letter U> Msgnus 

Troil, who returned it with a snolie, but without 

any observation^ aware^ doubUesSy with the sagKr 
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(»oi]8 reader, that Noma had her own reasons for 
cakulating with accuracy on the date of the Hal- 
cjon^s arriyal. 

Without puzzling himself further concerning 
a ^treumstaiiee which seemed inexplicable, the 
Ciq>tttn requested that the examinations might 
proceed; and Cleveland and Altamont, lus he 
chose to be called, were brought up the first of 
the pirate crew, on the charge of having actied as 
Captain and Lieutenant. They had just com- 
menced the examination, when, after some ex^ 
poBtulation with the officers who kept the door, 
•Basil Mertoun burst into the apartment and ex^^ 
•earned, ^* Take the old victim for the young 
one { — ^I am Basil Vaughan, too well known on 
the^windward station— ^ake my life, and spar^ 
my son's !" 

r All were astonished, and none more than Mag- 
nus TxdU, who hastily explained to the Magis- 
titttes and Captain Weatherport, that this gen«- 
tlonan had been living peaceably and honestly 
on the mainland of Zetland for many years. 

^^ In that case,^ said the Captain, *^ I wash 
my hands of the poor man, for be is safe, under 
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two piQckiBiiftioiis of nierejr ; and^ by my aouli 
wbeaoL I see them hailing on eadi other^s nedi^i 
I wish I could say as much for the soii*^ 

<» But how 18 it— hew can it be P"" said Uie Pio- 
TOft; ^ we always cdkd ihe old maa M«rlDii% 

and the yoang, CJevehmdy and aow it seems ^qr 
are both named Vaughan.^ 

*^ Vauglwn,* answered Magnus, ^^ is a name 
whidi I hare some reason to remember; md, 
irom what I hare lately heard from my conan 
JNoma, that old man has a right to bear it^ 

^ And, I trust, the young man also,"* said the 
Captain, who had been looking over a memoEal>> 
dum* ^< Listen to me a moment/* added he^ ad^ 
dressing the younger Vaughan, whom we hanre 
hitherto called Clerdand* ^^ Hai^ yon^ sir, your 
name is smd to b^ Clement Vaughan. — are yon 
the same, who, then a mere boy, commanded a 
party of rovers, who^ about dght. or nine yeais 
ago, pillaged a Spanish village caUed Qiieaq)0% 
on the Spanish Main, with the purpose c£ seisag 
some treasurer. 

^* It will avail me nothing to deny it,^ aiiswer* 
ed the prisoner. 
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«< No,"" sttid Captain Weatfaerport, <' but it 
may do you service to admit it. Well) the iniile« 
t6ei9 escaped with the treasure, while you were 
^g«9^ ill protecting, at the hazard of your own 
]ile, the honour of two Spanish ladies against the 
tnfutafity of your followers. Do you remember 
any thing of this ?'^ 

^^ I ihb sure Z do,^ said Jack Bunce ; <^ for our 
Cttfiaia here was marocmed for hb gallantry, and 
I narrowly escaped floggii^ and pickling for h». 
ving taken his poTt** 

** When these points are established,^ said Cap* 
tain Weatberpoirt, *^ Vaughan^s life is 8a&*««-the 
women he saved w^e persons of quality, daugh* 
ters to the governor of the province, and appli^ 
cation was long since made, by the grateful Spa« 
mard, to our government, for fiivour to be shewn 
to their preserver. I had iEf)ecial orders about 
Clement Vaughan, when I had a commission for 
oruiiling upon the pirates, in the West Indies, 
sbc' w seven years since. But Vaughan waa gxyne 
then as a name amongst them; and I heard 
enough of Cleveland in his room. However, 
Captain, be you Cleveland or Vaughan^ I think 
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I can assure you a free pardon w&en you arrive 
in London.^ 

Cleveland bowed, and the Uood mounted to his 
face. Mertoun fell on his knees, and exhausted 
himself in thanksgiving to Heaven. They were 
lemoved^ amidst the sympathizing sobs of the 
spectators. 

^* And now, good Master Lieutenttt^ what 
have you got to say for yourself/* said Captain 
Weatherport to the cidevant Roscius. 

f< Why, little or nothing, please your honour; 
only that I wish your honour couldfind my name 
in that book of mercy you have in your' hand; 
for I stood by Captain Clement Vaughan in that 
Quempoa business.^ 

*^ You call yourself Frederick Altamqnt ?? mi 
Captain Weatherport ^^ I can see no such nmne 
here ; one John Bonne, or Bunce, the lady pul 
on her tablets.^ 

'^ Why, that is me— that is I myself, Ciqitaiqi 
mmml can prove it ; and I am detiacmined, thoiii;!^ 
the sound be something plebdan, rather to lire 
Jack Bunce, than to hang as Frederick AUa* 
mont.^ 
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<< In that ctlse^^ sfdd the Captain^ ^^ I can ^ve 
yx>u some hopes as John Bunoe.*^ 

** Thank your noble worship,^ shouted Bunce) 
then changing his tone, he said, *' Ah; since an 
aCas has such yirtUe, poor Dick Fletcher might 
hiBlTecome dFas Timothy Tugmutton ; but how- 
somdever, d^e see, to use his otrn phra se * " 

**, Awdy with the Lieutenant," said the Cap- 
tain, '^ and bring forward Go£Pe and the otheif 
fellows ; th^re will be ropes, reeved for some of 
thetn, I tlunk;^ And this pre<ficdon promised to 
be am{>ly f ulfiUed, so strong was the proof which 
was brought against them* 

The Halcyon was accordingly ordered round 
to carry the whole prisoners to London^ for. 
which she set sail iii the course of two days. 

During the time that the unfortunate Cleve- 
Ilthd remained at Kirkwall, he was ttetited with 
civility by the Captain of the Halcyon ; and tfa€^ 
kiiidness of his old acquidntance, Magnus Troil^ 
who knew in secret how closely he was allied to 
his blood, pressed on him accommodations of 
every kind, more than he could be prev£uled on 
to accept. 



M4 tUB NEATX; 

Ndrna^ whose intereit in the unlmppj pmdiier 
was still more deepi was at this time unaUe to ex^ 
press it. Hie sexton had found bar Ijing on the 
pavement ia a sunoon, and when she raooTeredy 
her mind fcv the time had totally lost itB90papeke^ 
and it became necessary to jtaee her under the 
restraint of watdifnl attendants. 

Of the sisters of Bnt^ Westra, Cleveland only 
heard that they remained ill^ in oonseqtience of 
die ftight to which they had been subjected, on* 
til the evening before the Halcyon suled, when 
he received, by a private conveyance, the feUow^ 
ing billet : — ^' Farewell, Clevelandr— we part for 
ever, and it is right that we shonld-^Be virtuous 
and be happy. The dduBioos irtiieh a scditary 
education and limited acquaintance with the mo* 
dem world had spread around me, are gone and 
dissipated for ever. But in you, I am auie^ I 
have been thus far free from error^-^at you are 
one to whom good is naturally more attractive 
than eril, and whom only neoesrily, example, 
and habit, have forced into your late ooarae of 
life. Think of me as one who no longer exists, 
unless you should become as much the object 
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of general praiae^ os nowof gBoenl reproadi; 
and then think of me as one who will rejoice 
in your reviving fame, though she muat never 
see y4Qu more !^«— The note was signed M. T.; 
and Cleveland, with a deep emotion which he 
testified even by tears, read it aa hundred times> 
over, and then clasped it to his bosom. 
. Tlfordaunt Mertoun heard by letter from his 
father, but in a very different style. Basil bade 
him farewell for ever, and acquitted him hence* 
forward fnmi the duties of a son, as one on whom 
he, notwithstanding the exerti<Nis of many years, 
had found himself unable to bestow the affections 
of a parent The letter informed him of a recess in 
the old house of Jarlshof, in which the writer had 
deposited a considerable quantity of specie and 
o€ treasure, which he denred Mordaunt to use as 
bis own. ** You need not fear,^ the letter bore, 
*' either that you lay yourself under obtigatioii 
to me, or that you are sharing the spoils of {nra» 
cy. What is now given over to you, is almost 
entirely the property of your deceased mother, 
Louisa Gonzago, and is yours by every right. 
Let us forgive each other,^ was the conclusion, 

5 
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" is they who must meet ne^^more.^— And they 
never met more ; for the elder Martoan, against 
whom no charge was ever preferred^ disiqipeared 
after the fate of Cleveland was determined, and 
was generally beUeved to have retired into a- 
foreign convent* 

The fate of Cleveland will be most bri^y^x- 
pressed in a letter which Minna received witlSn 
two months after the Halcycm Idl KrkwalL 
The family were dien assembled at- Bnrglu. 
Westra, and Mordaunt was a member of ilibr 
the time, the good Udaller thinking he eocdd 
never sufficiently repay the activity wfaif£ lie 
had shewn in the defence oF his daugbters. 'Ncnr- 
na, then beginning to recover from her tempo- 
rary alienation of mind, was a guest in the ttiM 
mily^ and Minna, who was sedidous in her ilt- 
tention upon this unfortunate victim of mental 
delusion, was'seat^ with her^ watching each 
symjptom of returning reason, when the letlin- 
we allude to was placed in her hands. 

^^ Minna,^ it said — << dearest Mimui l-^sre- 
well, and for ever. Believe me, I never meant 

u 
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you wrong-— never. From the moment I came 
to know you, I resolved to detach myself from 
my hateful comrades, and had framed a thou- 
sund sche^ieSy which have proved as vain as they 
4^S€a:yed (a be-— for why, or how, should the fate 
of one so lovely, pure, and innocent, be involved 
with that of one so guilty ? — Of these dreams I 
will speak no more. The stern reality of my si- 
tuation is much milder than I either expected ot 
deserved; and the little good I did has out. 
wei^ied, in the minds of honourable and merci- 
f ul j,udges, much that was evil and criminal. I 
have not only been exempted from the ignomi* 
mous death to which several of my compeers are 
sentenced; but Captain Weatherport, about once 
more to sail for the Spanish Main, under the ap* 
prehension of an immediate war with that coun- 
try, has generously solicited and obtained permis- 
i^ion to employ me, and two or three more of my 
less guilty associates, in the same service— a mea^ 
sure recommended to himself by his own gene- 
ir^us compassion, and to others by our knowledge 
of the coast, and of local circumstances, whicb» 
VOL. III. y 
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by whatsoever means acquired, we now fafope to 
ttse for the service of our country. Minna, you 
will hear my name pronounced with honofir, or 
you will never hear it again. If virtue can ^ve 
happiness, I need not wish it to yoo, for it is 
youts already. — ^Farewell, Minna.^ 

Minna wept so Utterly over tins letter, that 
k attracted the attention of the convalescent 
Noma. She snatched it from the hand of her 
kinswoman, and read it over at first with the con- 
fused air of one to whom it conveyed no inteUi- 
^enee — ^then with a dawn of reoolIecticaft-^Mliett 
with sL burst of mingled joy atid grief, in whidi 
i§he dropped it froth her hand. Minna snatch^ 
k up, and retired with der treasure t» het own 
apartment. 

- From that time Noma appeared to assume a 
different character. Her dress was changed to 
one of a more simple and less imposibg Aktae^ 
ter. Ber dwarf was dismissed, with amp)e^tfi&- 
vision for his future comfort She shewed tio^e- 
sire of resuming her erratick life; and dinaeted 
her observatory, as it might be called, on Fitful- 
head, to be dismantled. She refused the name of 
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US' oroa, apd wQuld only kp addresised by her rjenl 
i^pellation of UUa T^oU. But the mo^jL import- 
ant change remained behind. JPonnerly , from the 
dr^dful dictates of spiritual desp^r, furisi^g out 
pf thie circumstances of her fatbier> death» ^p 
seemed to have consideried herself as aD outcast 
from divine grace ; besides, that, enveloped if) tfop 
•viun occjult sdiences ivhich she pretended to prac- 
tise, her stjudy, lik^ that of Chaucer'^s physician, 
<bad been *^ but little in the Bible."** Now, the sa- 
cred volume wasseldomlaid aside; and, to the poor 
ignorant people who came as formerly to inypkje 
ber power over the elements, she only rep)ied-r 
" The winds are in the boUow qf His horndT" — 
Her conversion was nc^ perhaps, altogether ra- 
tional; for this, the state of a mipd disordered 
by such a oomplicatjon of horrid incidenjts, proba- 
bly prevented. But it seemed to be sincerie, aqd 
was certainly useful. She appeared deeply to 
xepc^tof ber former presumptuous attempts to 
interfere .with the course of human events, super- 
intended as they are by far higher powers, and 
expressed bitter compunction whensiicli ber for- 
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mer pretenaknis were in any manner recalled to 
her memory. She still shewed a partiality to 
Mordaunt) though^ perhaps, arising chiefly from 
habit ; nor was it easy to know how much or how 
little she remembered of the complicated events 
in which she had been connected. When die 
died, which was about four years after the events 
we have commemorated, it was found that at^Ui^ 
special and earnest request qf Minna Troil, she 
had conveyed her very considerable pnqperty to 
Brenda. A clause in her will specially directed^ 
that all the books, implements of her laboratory, 
andothertfaingsconnected with her former studies, 
should be coomiitted to the flames. 

About two years before Noma'^s death, Brenda 
was wedded to Mordaunt Mertoun. It was SQipe 
time before old Magnus TrcMl, with all luui-.aff^^ 
tion for his daughter, and all his partialily for 
Mordaunt, was able frankly to reconcile himself 
to this match. But Mordaunfs accomplishnients 
were peculiarly to the Udaller'^s taste, and the old 
man felt the impossibility of supplying hisplaoe^ 
his family so absolutely, that at length his Norse 
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blood gave way to the natural feelings of the 
heart, and he comforted his pride while he looked 
around him, and saw what he considered as the 
encroachments of the Scottish gentry upon thb 
coTTNTBY, (so Zetland is fondly termed by its in- 
habitants,) that as well " his daughter married 
the son of an English pirate, as of a Scottish 
thief,^ in scornful allusion to the Highland and 
Border families, to whom Zedand owes many re- 
spectable landholders ; but whose ancestors were 
generally esteemed more renowned for ancient 
family and high courage, than for accurately re- 
garding the trifling distinctions of Meum and 
Tuum. The jovial old man lived to the extrei. 
mity of human life, with the happy prospect of a 
numerous succession in the family of his younger 
daughter; and having his board cheered alter- 
nately by the minstrelsy of Claud Halcro, and 
enlightened by the lucubrations of Mr Triptole- 
rous Yellowley, who, laying aside his high pre. 
tensions, was, when he became better acquainted 
with the manners df the islanders, and remem- 
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bered the various misadventures which had at- 
tended his premature attempts at reConnation^ 
an honest and useful representative of his prin* 
cipal, and never so happy as when he joould escape 
from the spare commons of hb sister Bar]i)ara, to 
the genial table of the Udaller. Barbara^s tem- 
per also was much softevled by the unexpected 
restoration of the horn of silver coins, (jthe pro- 
perty of Noma,) which she*had concealed in the 
manaon of old Stourburgh, for achieving sooie of 
her mysterious plans, Init whisch she now restored 
to those by whom it had been accidentally disco- 
vered, with an intimaUon, howevej*, that it would 
again disappear unless a reasonable portion was 
expended on the sustenance of the family ; a pre. 
caution to which Tronda Dronsdaughter, (pro- 
bably an agent of Norna'^s,) owed her escape from 
a slow and wasting death by inanition. 

M ordaunt and Brenda were as ^appy as our 
mortal condition permits us to be. They admi- 
red and loved each other-^-«njpyed e^sy circum- 
stances—had duties to discharge whic^ they dfid 
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not neglect ; and, clear in conscience as light of 
heart, ^laughed, sung, danced, daffed the world 
aside, and bid it pass. 

But Minna — the high and imaginative Minna 
—she, gifted with such depth of feeling and en- 
thusiasm, yet doomed to see both blighted in early 
youth, because, with the inexperience of a dispo- 
sition equally romantic and ignorant, shehad built 
the fabric of lier happiness on a quicksand instead 
of a rock, — was she, could she be happy ? Reader, 
she was happy ; for, whatever may be alleged to 
the contrary by the sceptic ai^d the scorner, to each 
duty performed there is assigned a degree of men- 
tal peace and high consciousness of honourable 
exertion, corresponding to the difficulty of the task 
aceomplished. That rest of the body which suc- 
ceeds to hard and industrious toil, is not to becoin- 
pared to the repose which the spirit enjoys un- 
der ^milar circumstances. Her resignation, how- 
ever, and the constant attention which she paid to 
her father, her sister, the afflicted Noma, and to 
aU who had claims on her, were neither Minna'^s 
sole nor her most precious soiirce of comfort. 
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Like Noma, but under a more regulated judg- 
meot, $be learned to exchange the visions of wild 
enthusiasm which had exerted and misled her 
imaginaUon, for a truer and purer connection with 
the world beyond us, than could be learned from 
the sagas of heathen bards, or the visions of later 
rhymers. To this she owed the support by which 
she was enabled, after various accounts of the ho* 
nourable and gallant conductof Cleveland, to read 
with resignation,and even with a sense of comfort, 
mingled with sorrow, that he had at length fallen, 
leading the way in a gallant and honourable en- 
terprize, which was successfully accomplished by 
those followers, to whom his determined bravery 
had opened the road. Bunce, his fantastic fol- 
lower in good, as formerly in evil, transmitted an 
account to Minna of this melancholy event, in 
terms which shewed, that though his head was 
weak, his heart had not been utterly corrupted 
by the lawless life which he for some time led, or 
at least that it had been amended by the change ; 
and that he himself had gained credit and pro- 
motion in the same action, seemed to be of little 
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consequence to Inrnj compared wiitli the low of lii» 
old captain and comrade.* Minna read the iatd-> 
ligence, and thanked heay«n» even while tbf eyeai 
nfhich she lifted up were ttreaming with tear8> 
that the death of Cleveland had been m the bed 
€if honour; nay she even had the courage to add 
her gratitude^ that he had been snatched from a 
situation of temptation ere circumstaneea had 
iffrsrcwne his new-born virtue ; and so strongly 
did this reflection operate, that her M^ bRjbt the 
immediate pain of this event had passed away, 
seemed not only as resigned, but even more cheer- 
ful than before. Her thoughts, however, were 
detached from the world, and only visited it, with 
an interest like that which guardian angels take 
for their charge, in behalf of those friends with 



* We have been able to learn nothing with certainty of 
Bunce's fate ; but onr fiiend Dr Dryasdust believes he may 
b^ identified with an old gentleman^ who^ in the beginning 
of the reign of Greorge I. attended the Rose Coffee-house 
regularly^ went to the theatre every nighty told mercilessly 
long' stories about the Spaiush M|dnji controlled reckon- 
ingSj and bullied waiters^ and was generally known by the 
name of Captain Bounce. 
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whom she lived in love, or of the poor whom she 
could serve and comfort Thus passed her Hfe, en- 
joying, from all who apfM-oached her, an affecdon 
enhanced by reverence ; insomuch, that when her 
friends sorrowed for her death, which arrived at a 
late period of her existence, they were comforted 
by the fond reflection, that the humanity which 
•he then laid down, was the only circumstance 
which had placed her, in the words of Scripture^ 
^^ a little lower than the angels T 





THK END. 
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